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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Street sexual harassment, the most normalized form
of violence against women

78% of women in 
Latin America have 
suffered sexual 
harassment in public 
spaces. This is a 
manifestation of 
gender-based violence 
and a serious violation of 
women’s and young 
women’s rights, because 
it conditions them to live 
in fear while moving 
through public spaces.

In spite that this practice has been sanctioned as a 
crime and has been considered as a form of 
gender-based violence by several national laws, it’s still 
the most normalized form of violence in our societies. 
In 2021, the NGO Método WON issued a purple alert 
due to the denouncements made in social networks by 
women and young women regarding street sexual 
harassment.

Altamira, La Castellana, Las 
Mercedes, Chacaíto, Sabana Grande, 
Caricuao, El Paraíso, Los Dos 
Caminos, La Rinconada, Santa 
Mónica, Los Símbolos, Bellas Artes, 
Plaza Venezuela, La California, La 
Campiña, Avenida Libertador, 
Avenida Victoria, Teatros, El 
Marqués, Propatria, San Bernardino, 
El Junquito, Catia, Petare, and Palo 
Verde are some areas of Caracas 
where victims of street sexual 
harassment, attempted kidnapping 
or persecution have been recorded.  

Women have the right to live a violence-free life, 
street sexual harassment must be considered and 
assimilated by society just as it is, a form of violence. 
The path for eradicating it shouldn’t stop with having it 
set forth in a law, but it must also be simultaneously 
implemented through a process of education, 
sensitization and mindfulness regarding same.

Health system scarcity increases risks
of people with cancer in Venezuela

Caleidoscopio Humano - www.caleidohumano.org

Venezuela has suffered a 
Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency (CHE) since 2015 that 
limits the access to services and 
puts the general public’s health, 
especially people with cancer, at 
risk, forcing them to resort to 
private health services. However, 
the little purchasing power affects 
in a differentiated manner those 
who suffer from high-cost 
illnesses, such as cancer. 

Many people have been forced 
to sell their belongings in order to cover expensive 
treatments that should be covered by the Venezuelan 
Social Security Institute [IVSS by its Spanish initials], 
according to Venezuelan legislation. People with cancer 
have even held protests exacting the State to respond to 
their demands for medical attention. 

There isn’t any official healthcare information in 
Venezuela; nevertheless, the work performed by many 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) includes 
documenting and registering people who require medical 

attention and those whose right 
to health is being violated. This is 
how the Venezuelan Cancer 
Society [SAV by its Spanish 
acronym] recorded the deaths of 
over 30,000 people with cancer 
in Venezuela in 2021, which meant 
that 82 Venezuelans died every 
day because of this cause, a 
figure that has increased in the 
last year due to the public health 
system scarcity in the country. 
According to information 
reported by NGOs and mass 

media, people with cancer need over 300 dollars per 
week in order to cover the costs of treatments, exams and 
chemotherapies. 

https://bit.ly/3YMku0U
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4 chambers of the Supreme Court of Justice are still on vacation
2 months after 2023 began

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Resuming the routine after 
Christmas holidays isn’t always easy, 
and proof of that is the Supreme 
Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish 
initials]. Since the beginning of the 
year, four out of the seven chambers 
of the country’s highest court haven’t 
issued even one decision. All of this 
despite the commencement of 
judicial activities held on January 31st, which marks the 
official opening of the Judiciary Power’s work. 

The Constitutional, Political-Administrative, Electoral, 
and Civil Cassation Chambers didn’t publish any 
decisions on the TSJ’s website up until February 3rd. The 
most recent rulings of these TSJ chambers were 
announced between December 12th and 23rd; in other 
words, even after Christmas holidays had already begun. 

Up until now, only the Social Cassation and 
the Plenary Chambers have issued decisions, 
according to the available information from the 
TSJ’s website. The former has published 13 
decisions since January 17th, while the latter 
has issued 10. The rulings that have been issued 
by the TSJ up until to now equal to less than 
one decision per day. And this doesn’t amount 
even to 10% out of the 332 causes of action 

that have been received during 2023. These figures reveal 
that the “expeditious and swift” justice set forth in Article 
26 of the 1999 Constitution is far from materializing.

The Bill for the Act for the Audit, 
Regularization, Procedure, and 
Financing of Non-Governmental 
Organizations and Alike, approved on its 
first discussion by the Parliament on 
January 24th, will affect almost all of the 
existing civil non-profit organizations, 
whether they are de facto or de jure. 
Even though the proposals from the followers of Hugo 
Chavez’s policies [chavismo] refer to non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), they actually have to do with 
almost all organized civil society agencies in Venezuela, 
regardless if they concern human rights, healthcare, 
humanitarian, educational, cultural, or if they dedicate to 
any other area, provided that they’re not regulated by 
special laws, such as unions or guilds, only to mention a 
few. 

But the organizations that were pointed out, and many 
others, including charitable, such as Caritas de Venezuela, 
or religious, such as the Confederation of Israeli 
Associations of Venezuela [CAIV by its Spanish acronym], 
will have to comply with the avalanche of procedures 
incorporated in the text, under the penalty of fines or their 
elimination. Even though, as it has already been said, 
those that are regulated by special laws are excluded from 
the enforcement of this law, being the Church among 
them; however, its associations, foundations or 
confederations are within the scope of the law. 

Additionally, the Bill not only targets national NGOs, 

but also foreign NGOs that operate or 
wish to operate in the country. First of all, 
these must apply for a permit before the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who will 
establish the process and requisites in 
order to obtain same. Afterwards, they 
must go through the same tortuous path 
as the national NGOs; that is to say, 

registering at the “special registry”, wherein they will have 
to report “their object and purposes, the areas in which 
they perform their activities, the people involved, and 
their forms of financing”. 

Organized civil society is already regulated, and this 
text only includes provisions that make very difficult the 
possibility of exercising the rights to free association and 
civic participation in public affairs. We hope that 
authorities take note of the request made by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UN-HCHR), Volker Türk, and that there is an extensive 
debate regarding this issue that allows to have a Bill that 
doesn’t restrict civic space even more, but rather 
broadens and encourages organized civil society’s 
activity in light of the Complex Humanitarian Emergency 
suffered by the country and the serious human rights 
violations that are being committed.

Bill against Venezuelan civil society also targets foreign NGOs

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

https://bit.ly/3IjBKp6

https://bit.ly/3RXvsia
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Pro-government official harasses journalist
Alberto Rodríguez from AlbertoNews

Alberto Rodríguez Palencia, 
Journalist and digital new media 
Director of AlbertoNews, was 
verbally harassed while on air on 
Venezolana de Televisión (VTV) 
[State-owned TV channel] on 
February 1st, during a television 
program from a pro-government 
leader. 

Rodríguez Palencia was qualified as an “envelope 
(corrupt) journalist” by Diosdado Cabello, Vice-President 
of the United Socialist Party of Venezuela [PSUV by its 
Spanish acronym] in his program on VTV, after 
AlbertoNews replied to one of his statements made on air. 

“The (AlbertoNews) team recorded 
the affirmation given by Diosdado 
Cabello and uploaded videos with his 
statements. 45 minutes after recording 
them, he attacked me saying that I was 
an ‘envelope (corrupt) journalist’, that 
why were we watching the program, that 
the channel was only for followers of 
Hugo Chávez’s policies [chavistas]”, 

informed Alberto Rodríguez to Espacio Público.

Banishment is forbidden in Venezuela
and it’s a serious human rights violation

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of February 10th, 2023 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,800 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we have 
accrued a historical number of 3,705 
political prisoners, of which 3,433 have 
been released under different 
modalities. As of April 2014 we recorded 
117 political prisoners in the country. As 
of February 10th, 2023 the number is 
270 people, out of which 13 are women. Additionally, 
9,429 people were or are being unjustly subjected to 
criminal procedures under cautionary measures. There is 
no information regarding two political prisoners and all 
communication with them and their families has been 
lost, which is why we’ve been forced to temporarily 
withdraw them from our list waiting for new information 
concerning their current situation. 

The Nicaraguan government has just released and 
banished 222 political prisoners. The unprecedented 
measure leads us to analyze if a similar scenario in 
Venezuela is feasible, given the similarities of the arbitrary 
repression patterns due to political reasons observed 
between Nicaragua and Venezuela. Very similar measures 
have been seen in our country, although in a lesser scale. 
To only mention two cases, the banishment of the former 
political prisoner, Yon Goicoechea, and the most recent, 
Miguel Rodríguez Torres. In both situations, as it has 
happened in a few other cases, these people were 
released under the condition of immediately abandoning 
the country. Nevertheless, unlike what had occurred in 

Nicaragua, they weren’t deprived of their 
citizenship, they were only exiled or 
banished from the national territory. 

The punishment of banishment or 
exile of Venezuelans from the national 
territory is forbidden. This is set forth in 
the last paragraph of Article 50 of the 
Constitution: “No act performed by the 
Public Power can establish the 
punishment of exile from the national 

territory against Venezuelan citizens”. In this context, 
although a political decision could order the release of 
the 270 prisoners for political reasons that we recorded 
up to this date in Venezuela (which could only be justified 
in measures such as a general amnesty, pardons or other 
forms of release set forth in the law) in a framework of 
respect to the Rule of Law, said release could never 
submit to the ex-prisoner leaving the country. This is in 
accordance with what is set forth in Article 12.4 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), which is a law currently in force in Venezuela. 

At the end, in cases of political nature, what prevails is 
the will, also political, and as it has been proven by our 
country’s experience, there is little respect to the rules; 
thus, a similar measure to Nicaragua could be possible, 
but it would clearly prove the arbitrary and political 
character of detentions. However, if said measure is 
accompanied by demanding that the beneficiaries leave 
the country would imply the de facto banishment 
punishment which is a serious human rights violation in 
itself.

https://bit.ly/3I2eomC
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In the framework of the Human 
Rights for People in Movement 
gathering, held from February 6th to 
8th in Costa Rica, the Executive 
Director of the Centro de Justicia y 
Paz (CEPAZ), Beatriz Borges, 
analyzed the humanitarian situation 
in Venezuela and how it has affected 
women that leave the country 
fleeing from the crisis. Borges 
pointed out that one of the most 
painful consequences of the 
humanitarian situation faced by the country has been 
human mobility, where she explained that a gender 
analysis of the human mobility situation allows to 
recognize the causes that drive Venezuelan women in an 
extremely vulnerable situation to flee the country. The 
following stand out among these causes: the feminization 
of poverty, the violation of basic rights such as 
nourishment and health, the lack of employment, 
violence, barriers for accessing justice, and different 
manifestations of gender inequality. 

Venezuela maintains an unequal distribution of 
domestic and care-giving tasks, which affect women’s 
personal and professional development, as well as the 
economic income they perceive. At least 15% of women 
with children in Venezuela were estimated to be in a 
situation of inactivity in 2021. Furthermore, during that 
same year, the Life Conditions National Survey [ENCOVI 
by its Spanish acronym] reported that men’s income 
surpassed women’s income in at least 17.7%. In terms of 
nourishment, a diagnosis performed by the “Con Ellas” 
alliance evidenced that among the surveyed women who 
are head of households, 47.79% indicated that the amount 
of food they take home is deficient. And regarding 

violence against women, the 
Femicide Digital Observatory of 
the Centro de Justicia y Paz 
(Cepaz) has recorded an increase 
of femicides in the country. 199 
femicides were documented in 
Venezuela from January to 
September 2022. An alarming 
increase of femicides occurred in 
the context of human mobility has 
also been produced. 84 femicides 
of Venezuelan women abroad 

were documented from January to December 2021. 
Gender-based violence survivors additionally face a 
number of barriers in order to attain protective measures 
and obtain justice in their cases. 

This constant violence suffered by women in the 
country and during their passage towards their final 
destination doesn’t end with their arrival to the host 
country; thus, requiring urgent actions on behalf of the 
States in order to facilitate prevention systems and 
access to information, as well as attention and assistance 
to these women. The appropriate understanding on how 
gender dimensions intervene in the different mobility 
stages gives us a basis for generating assertive answers 
from the regulatory framework provided by Human 
Rights International Law and from the different initiatives 
and attention programs for migrant and refugee 
Venezuelan women.

Venezuelan women in human mobility
live constant violence and discrimination

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3I2eomC


