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Venezuela is still perceived as the
most corrupt nation in the Americas

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The efforts made by most of the 
world are still insufficient in the fight 
against corruption: 95% of the 
countries have made little or no 
progress since 2017, according to the 
results from the Corruption 
Perception Index (CPI) 2022 
published last week by Transparencia 
Internacional. In the Americas, 
corruption has weakened public 
institutions and has made criminal 
networks thrive, destabilizing 
governments and aggravated 
violence in the region.

Venezuela is still perceived as the 
most corrupt nation in the 
hemisphere, in midst of a continued 
decline since 2017. Meanwhile, at a global level, the 
country only surpasses Somalia (12), Syria (13) and South 
Sudan (13), with a rating of 14 points, the third lowest 
among the 180 countries assessed. The study, based on a 
scale of 100 points, where 0 is the worst performance or 

the highest perception of corruption, 
highlights that corruption is still a prevailing 
problem in the Americas, with rates that 
remain at a standstill and an average score of 
43 for the fourth consecutive year.

“In countries with the worst results this 
year, like Venezuela, Nicaragua (19), Honduras 
(23) and Guatemala (24), the elites and 
organized crime have coopted State 
institutions”, stated the organization. 
Transparencia Internacional explains that the 
continent’s leaders haven’t adopted 
convincing measures for fighting corruption 
and strengthening public institutions, which 
has favored criminal networks to strengthen 
and exercise considerable power upon 
political actors in many countries. 

-1-

Following Nicaragua’s (bad) example

PROVEA - www.provea.org

On Thursday January 26th, the 
Parliament [AN by its Spanish 
initials] approved on its first 
discussion the Bill of the Act for the 
Audit, Regularization, Procedure, 
and Financing of 
Non-Governmental Organizations 
an Alike that had been announced 
days earlier, and that Members of 
Parliament knew of its content 
minutes before its debate. This 
initiative is different from the Bill of 
International Cooperation, which 
has been shelved for some time at 
the AN, and that would also 
severely limit Venezuelans’ right to free association. 

The Bill includes paragraphs and notions of similar 
rules approved in Ecuador, Guatemala and Nicaragua, in 
which the latter case has allowed the illegalization of over 
3,000 social organizations. In fact, during the January 
26th debate, Diosdado Cabello declared that they had a 
list of 63 NGOs that should be declared as illegal or 
outside the Law, naming a few, such as Provea. The Bill 

proposes the creation of a 
new registry; thus, rendering 
null and void the legal 
corporate entity status of all 
the existing non-profit 
organizations. Furthermore, 
he creates a series of broadly 
discretional requisites that 
would entail the 
organizations’ ex officio 
dissolution if they don’t 
comply or if they’re not 
approved by the authorities. 

This initiative appears at a 
moment when the population has an increased national 
mobilization for their social rights. That is why they 
attempt to isolate the protestors from their potential 
allies, forcing them to diverge their limited possibilities in 
order to fend for themselves. Nicolás Maduro tries to 
follow in the footsteps of Daniel Ortega, attempting to 
nationalize the population’s everyday life as far as 
possible. However, we, as human rights defenders, will 
persist and resist any scenario.

https://bit.ly/40sdS9H
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Governor of the State of Trujillo harassed the
Diario de Los Andes newspaper and a journalist

The Governor of the State of Trujillo, 
Gerardo Márquez, harassed the regional 
newspaper Diario de Los Andes and the 
journalist Alexander González on January 
27th, calling him an “envelope (corrupt) 
journalist” for denouncing that public 
workers of the entity are harassed and 
forced to attend pro-government 
demonstrations. 

Márquez, member of the United Socialist Party of 
Venezuela [PSUV by its Spanish acronym], accused 
González of being “irresponsible”, and affirmed, without 
any proof, that the journalist is in a “destabilization 
campaign” and that, along with the media he works for, 
“belongs to a coup d’état campaign”. 

“This irresponsible journalist 
belonging to a destabilization 
campaign, who should be called an 
envelope journalist, he knows who he 
is, and the owner of the newspaper 
knows who I’m talking about, joined 
this coup d’état plan (…) Keep on 
doing so, the newspaper, the 
newspaper’s owner and that 

irresponsible journalist will get what’s coming to them”, 
threatened the Governor. 

On January 24th the Parliament, 
controlled by those who are currently 
in power, approved on its first 
discussion the Bill proposing the Act 
for the Audit, Regularization, 
Procedure, and Financing of 
Non-Governmental Organizations and 
Alike. The rule seeks to establish a 
uniform system for the creation, 
registration, organization, operation, 
administration, and development of 
non-governmental organizations and alike, while 
simultaneously controlling the economic management 
and the financing of said organizations. The Parliament, 
eager on limiting and controlling the work of independent 
civil society in Venezuela, seeks to approve a Law by 
discrediting and criminalizing the constant effort made 
by non-governmental organizations in defending human 
rights in support of the victims who suffer the 
consequences of the systematic violations to their rights 
by the State. 

This new attack against non-governmental 
organizations is developing in midst of a pre-election 
context, which, as we have thoroughly documented in 
previous electoral events, aggravates the exercise of 
persecution and criminalization patterns so that the 
government can remain in power. The rule in process of 
approval seeks to advance the siege of Venezuelan civic 
space, increasing its control against these organizations 
through particular demands that include surrendering 

their members’ lists, as well as of 
their assets and of their benefactors. 
This type of requirement constitutes 
an act of intimidation that puts 
benefactors, beneficiaries and 
working groups at risk under the 
policy of persecution, criminalization 
and retaliation exercised by the 
State. 

Even more so, the rule stipulates 
the prohibition of performing certain activities that 
Nicolás Maduro’s government has tried to link to the 
organizations in order to attack and criminalize them. 
Thus, the prohibitions set forth in this law rule are openly 
discretional and subjective, since any effort made by the 
organizations in defending the Venezuelan population’s 
human rights has been considered as a destabilizing act 
by the State, which has been punished since the past 
through different patterns of repression and 
criminalization. By establishing these prohibitions, the 
government seeks to limit any act performed by the 
organizations that discomforts or limits the development 
of its policy of control, persecution and criminalization, 
under color of law, in order to remain in power.

Siege against national civic space keeps advancing 

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3HrCnv2

https://bit.ly/40rH8gJ
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The outlook for the organized civil 
society in Venezuela is worrying. The 
new regulations that the followers of 
Hugo Chávez’s policies [Chavismo] 
intend to impose upon non-profit civil 
society groups threaten to eliminate 
many of them, not only through 
burdensome fines or by granting the 
government the possibility to dissolve 
them if they don’t comply with any provision, but also by 
drowning them in a sea of bureaucratic proceedings that 
will effectively make it impossible for them to perform 
their work. 

The Bill proposing the Act for the Audit, 
Regularization, Procedure, and Financing of 
Non-Governmental Organizations and Alike, which was 
approved on its first discussion on January 24th by the 
Parliament elected in 2020, forces non-profit 
organizations operating in the country to perform four 
different registrations so they aren’t eliminated. On the 
surface, it doesn’t seem to be a big deal. However, upon 
revising the text presented by the MP Diosdado Cabello, 
among others, it discloses that the task is extremely 
complicated. 

Now then, what happens if they’re not registered? 
Besides the possibility of being fined, they wouldn’t exist. 
Article 8 of the Bill establishes that the organizations are 
created as of the date of their registration and by issuing 
and publishing a resolution that authorizes their 

operation. This reveals that it isn’t 
about a registration, but about an 
authorization. Additionally, it’s 
interesting to note that the first 
transitory provision of the draft 
grants the government three months 
to implement the new registry office, 
but the second provision grants the 
NGOs one year counted as of the 

effective date of the Act in order to perform their 
registration. In other words, the first term isn’t taken into 
account, which, in reality, and in the best case scenario, 
civil society groups will only have nine months in order to 
comply with this requisite. The Bill also opens the door for 
closing down NGOs. 

It seems clear that the Bill proposing the Act for the 
Audit, Regularization, Procedure, and Financing of 
Non-Governmental Organizations and Alike seeks to 
restrict the fundamental right to free association by 
imposing an avalanche of proceedings and requisites 
making it impossible for them to operate. The text 
imposes such a great number of obligations that they 
would need to have a staff exclusively dedicated to its 
compliance, resulting impossible for most organizations, 
given their limited means and resources.

An avalanche of registrations, statements and proceedings:
The strategy for annihilating organized civil society in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
IACHR grants cautionary measures in favor of oncological patient
detained by the scientific police in Valencia

Here at Defiende Venezuela, 
we filed a petition for a 
cautionary measure before the 
Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights (IACHR), 
indicating that José Ernesto 
Lasorsa is an oncological 
patient in a serious health 
condition, who is detained at 
the Fénix Penitentiary Center 
in the City of Barquisimeto, State of Lara. Likewise, we 
indicated that he needed an urgent chemotherapy 
treatment in order to prevent further deterioration to 
his health. Nevertheless, the State hasn’t remitted any 
information indicating that the situation has been 
addressed.

José Ernesto Lasorsa has been detained 
since September 8th, 2020 at the facilities of 
the Criminal and Scientific Bureau of 
Investigation [CICPC by its Spanish initials] 
located at Plaza de Toros, Valencia, State of 
Carabobo. In view of the progression of his 
illness and his health and life being at risk, 
the IACHR issued a protective measure after 
confirming his severity and urgency risking 
an irreparable damage to his rights. 

The patient is severely malnourished and without 
any medical attention. He has been on several hunger 
strikes since 2021 as a pressure mechanism due to his 
lack of treatment, but has been ignored by the 
authorities.

https://bit.ly/3Y5vruK
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University Students make do to finish their studies in Venezuela

Caleidoscopio Humano - www.caleidohumano.org

Six out of every ten university 
students in Venezuela must work, not 
only take their careers forward, but 
also to contribute economically to 
their homes, this was affirmed by the 
Observatory of Universities of 
Venezuela [OBUV by its Spanish 
acronym] in a recent report. 
University students take up a great 
part of their daily hours in activities 
that produce them economic 
incomes and, many times, this affects 
their academic performance. 

Some students receive scholarships that in January 
was 101.30 bolivars, equal to 4.61 US dollars at the Central 
Bank of Venezuela exchange rate dated Tuesday January 
31st, and 4.37 US dollars at the parallel market exchange 
rate. Thus, for example, at the Universidad de Los Andes 
[ULA by its Spanish acronym], one of the 5 autonomous 

higher education institutions of the 
country, approximately 30,000 
students have abandoned their 
careers in the past few years, 
affirmed Virgilio Castillo, President 
of the ULA Professors Association 
[APULA by its Spanish acronym]. 

The right to education is being 
violated in Venezuela at all levels. 
The State doesn’t give any 
guarantees to Venezuelan students 

who have been forced to abandon their studies, from 
basic to university education, due to the crisis.

https://bit.ly/40vehbj

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

January: With over 400 protests, the public sector demands
an increase in their salaries

Workers and teachers from the 
public sector led over 400 protests 
in order to demand an increase of 
the minimum wage, which currently 
is around six US dollars, according 
to the recent report from the 
Venezuelan Observatory of Finance 
[OVF by its Spanish initials]. 
Education, health and workers are 
among the most affected guilds that 
have led the recent protests. 

The President of the National Workers Union of the 
Universidad Central de Venezuela [SINATRA-UCV by its 
Spanish acronym], Eduardo Sánchez, pointed out to FM 
Center that workers will keep protesting until they obtain 
answers regarding their salary improvements. Likewise, he 
said that they will call for a general strike at a national 

level with all the sectors for 24 
hours and the possibility of being 
extended to 48 hours in the event 
that their demands aren’t met. 

A third edition of the Social 
Dialogue Forum [Foro de Diálogo 
Social] was held on January 30th in 
the State of Nueva Esparta with 
representatives from private 
corporations, union leaders and the 

Venezuelan State, supervised by the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) with the purpose of discussing 
improvements of the minimum wage. During the event, 
the Economist José Guerra said that Nicolás Maduro’s 
administration opted for negotiation facing the salary 
increase and offered bonuses that were rejected by the 
union leaders.


