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Two Venezuelan citizens convicted in the US for corruption
to the detriment of the National Oil Company

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

A Court from the Southern District of Texas convicted 

two more Venezuelan citizens last week, who were linked 

to a corruption plot in Petróleos de Venezuela, S.A. 

[PDVSA by its Spanish acronym] [the State –owned 
national oil company] involving billions of dollars. The 

Venezuelan businessman, Roberto Enrique Rincón 

Fernández, accused of bribing PDVSA workers in order to 

obtain benefits and juicy contracts, was sentenced to 18 

months of prison, while José Luis De Jongh-Atencio, a 

former employee of the oil company, was convicted to 48 

months in prison. 

Rincón confessed during the procedure that he had 

paid around one billion dollars in bribes to PDVSA 

officers, especially of its subsidiary in the United States, 

CITGO, for allocating contracts to his corporations 

between 2008 and 2014, and he obtained millions in 

earnings by overpricing in detriment of the Venezuelan 

national oil company. He will serve his sentence in a 

minimum security jail in Texas, and only for 11 months, due 

to the fact that he already has 7 months computed to his 

punishment. 

José Luis De Jongh-Atencio was Chief of Acquisitions 

and Manager of the CITGO Special Projects Group. He 

plead guilty on March 22nd, 2021, and had been waiting 

for sentence since August 2021. He received cash 

payments and bank wire transfers for cooperating with 

corrupt businessmen. Among the benefits the national oil 

company employees received, there were travels, meals, 

original works of art and luxury goods.
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https://bit.ly/3HFxz6p

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Venezuela increases its poverty and inequality indexes for 2023

The pensioners from the 

Venezuelan Institute of 

Social Security and active 

workers from the Public 

Administration need at least 

53 minimum wages in order 

to cover the basic food 

basket, according to the 

most recent analysis 

published by the Venezuelan 

Observatory of Finance 

[OVF by its Spanish initials], 
that projects a new hyperinflation appearance for 2023 

with an index 305.7%, and an accelerated rhythm on the 

devaluation of the bolivar. 

In the Entrevista Sin Mordaza [Interview without a 
Gag, in English] program, the Economists Ángel Alvarado 

and Henkel García informed that 2023 started with 

protests from the public sector, demanding that their 

salaries be improved, due to 

the fact that workers must 

have two or three jobs in order 

to cover the basic food basket, 

valued in approximately 370 

US dollars. However, they warn 

that there is no growth in 

national production, but 

propose as a solution counting 

on international financing in 

order to improve the salary 

conditions. 

Both Alvarado and García highlighted the increase of 

the poverty and inequality indexes facing political 

conflicts, the falling of the global economy and the 

downturn of oil production in 90% that motivate civic 

protests as they see how their access to nourishment and 

to basic services is cut short resulting in detriment in their 

living standards.
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

The National Telecommunications Company ordered a cease on the
transmissions of Kalidad 90.3 FM radio station after being on air for 24 years

The radio station Kalidad 90.3 FM from San Rafael 

from El Piñal, in the State of Tachira, ceased its 

transmissions after 24 years due to the presence of 

officers from the National Telecommunications 

Commission of Venezuela [CONATEL by its Spanish 
acronym] at their headquarters on Friday January 20th 

with an order to cease the concession signed by the 

authority. 

The Director of Kalidad 90.3 FM, José Goncalves 

Moreno, explained to the newspaper Diario La Nación, 
that the officers “one from Caracas and one from the 

State of Tachira” delivered a notification signed by Freddy 

Ñáñez, Minister of Communications and Information, and 

another one signed by Jorge Márquez, Director of 

CONATEL, in which they informed of the measure. 

“At 6 p.m., after delivering the official notifications, 

they made the decision that they had to close and turn 

off all of the equipment; it was done and the broadcast 

was cancelled”, said Goncalves. In more details, he said 

that the radio station had a permit to remain in air for 20 

years, and the permit expired in 2019.

https://bit.ly/3HHJn8y

Venezuela wasn’t fixed, it was segregated

Caleidoscopio Humano - www.caleidohumano.org

Even though, according to the Life Conditions 

National Survey [ENCOVI by its Spanish acronym] 2022, 

the multidimensional poverty – covering education, 

housing, services, income and employment – was 

reduced, from the income perspective, the country 

remains as the most unequal in the world.

Quoting ENCOVI, Although the poverty by income 

also decreased, inequality reached similar levels to those 

reported in Namibia, Mozambique and Angola. In average, 

the Venezuelan who earns the least, receives 7.90 US 

dollars, and who earns the most, receives 70 times more 

than the poorest: 553.20 US dollars. Furthermore, access 

to quality services, for many, is part of their privileges. 

Having money in order to buy water tanks, electric power 

plants or having a stable internet connection, makes the 

ordinary see as extraordinary. 

According to figures from the CONVITE organization, 

the country’s progress is apparently measured by the 

number of restaurants and stores that are being 

inaugurated, but we seem to forget that around 46% of 

elderly people must prioritize between eating or 

purchasing the medications they need. Even though the 

insipient improvement of Venezuelan economy generates 

enthusiasm, we should bear in mind that economic, social 

and cultural rights (ESCR) must be for everyone, and they 

must be guaranteed by the State. Nothing is right when 

the ordinary is cheered and acclaimed as extraordinary.

https://bit.ly/3HFBy37



Bulletin No. 265
From January 23 to 30, 2023

-3-

The bill regarding monitoring, regularization, acting 

and finance of the NGOs and alike supposes a new threat 

in exercising the rights to free association and to 

participation in public affairs. In can’t be ignored that 

during these last years, Venezuelan authorities have 

engaged an offensive against organized civil society, 

which has included attacks and harassments by 

high-ranking political officials, as well as the use of the 

criminal justice system against activists and organizations 

and the approval of a series of resolutions and 

administrative measures that have hindered said agencies’ 

operations. 

We hope that this initiative taken by the 

pro-government Parliament doesn’t move towards the 

same direction as the Foreign Agents Regulation Act 

approved by the Nicaraguan regime, which has allowed 

Daniel Ortega’s government to impede the operation of 

thousands of NGOs. 

We also hope that during its second discussion, the 

Members of Parliament organize a Public Inquiry and 

invite the sectors concerned to debate this text, as it is 

mandated by the Constitution.

Bill against NGOs and alike was approved on its first discussion
and with repressive purposes

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

ILO in Venezuela facilitates social dialogue

PROVEA - www.provea.org

A high-level delegation of the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) will visit Venezuela again next week. In 

September 2022, ILO was in the country within the 

framework of a second round of the tripartite social 

dialogue promoted by this UN organization. The purpose 

of their arrival is to continue promoting and directing said 

dialogue in which workers, employers and government 

participate. 

The ILO Commission of Inquiry is the maximum 

authority in compliance control of international labor 

agreements. In 2019, it prepared the report titled For 
National Reconciliation and Social Justice in the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela, establishing that, according to the 

formulated recommendations, social dialogue should 

operate as tool in order to face the labor world’s 

transformations and the sustainable economic 

development needs, as well as to contribute to 

democracy, national reconciliation and social justice for 

long-lasting peace and prosperity. 

One of its main recommendations indicate: “the 

immediate cease of all acts of violence, threats, 

persecution, stigmatization, intimidation or any other 

form of aggression” against employers and workers’ 

organizations unaffiliated to the government. The control 

on the recommendations made to the Venezuelan State 

performed by the international entity is fundamental and 

to contribute to the cease of persecution and harassment 

for demanding rights and defending the right to free 

association.

https://bit.ly/3WH4MTu
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Law for controlling activities of NGOs
is also an affront against the victims

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of January 27th, 2023 

Foro Penal recorded 15,800 

arbitrary arrests in 

Venezuela since January 1st, 

2014. 875 civilians have been 

presented before military 

courts. Up to this date we 

have accrued a historical 

number of 3,705 political 

prisoners, of which 3,431 

have been released under 

different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we 

recorded 117 political 

prisoners in the country. As of January 27th, 2023 the 

number is 274 people, out of which 13 are women. 

Additionally, 9,427 people were or are being unjustly 

subjected to criminal procedures under cautionary 

measures. 

The proposal of a law for controlling activities of 

NGOs constitutes a new attack, not only to the right to 

free association, but also a direct affront against victims 

of serious human rights 

violations especially those 

who defend and promote 

human rights. It 

constitutes an absolute 

contradiction that the 

victims, as well as the 

organizations that defend 

them must be authorized 

by the State, who is the 

aggressor, in order to 

assert their rights 

Additionally, the 

proposed rule hasn’t been 

consulted with those who it affects, and by forbidding 

“any political bias”, opens a very broad spectrum of 

possible interpretations that are very difficult to control, 

and that only befit the Power at the expense of the 

victims’ rights. Said irregularity has been directly reported 

to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (UN-HCHR), Volker Türk, who visited Venezuela 

last week and met with a significant group of NGO 

representatives.

The most recent monitoring performed by Acción 

Solidaria reveals the violations of the right to health in the 

country that carried on during 2022. The scarcities in the 

public health system and the COVID-19 pandemic affects 

transversely the Venezuelan population, especially 

children, adolescents and women. 

The Human Rights Enforceability Team of Acción 

Solidaria prepared the report titled: Venezuela: salud en 
emergencia 2022 [Venezuela: Health under Emergency 
2022], in which violation patterns of population’s human 

right to health were identified yet again between 

December 30th, 2021 and October 5th, 2022. 

This third report confirms the systematic, serious and 

massive pattern of violations of this right in all of its 

dimensions – availability, accessibility, acceptability, and 

quality – according to the United Nations International 

Standards.

The violation of the right to health in Venezuela is systematic

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3jjSoLl
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Respect to the democratic 

institutionality and to the 

Electoral Power appointed in 

2021, complying with what is set 

forth in the Constitution; 

facilitating conditions for 

updating and registering 

Venezuelan citizen in the 

Electoral Registry in the country 

and abroad, and the respect to 

being able to elect and to be 

elected as a fundamental premise of the process for 

resolving the crisis in Venezuela, were three of the main 

petitions of the alliance comprised of over 50 NGOs for 

preserving the path towards democracy. Sinergia, Voto 

Joven y el Observatorio Global de Comunicación y 

Democracia made public a statement endorsed by over 

50 NGOs and over 40 actors of civil society, in which they 

urge to continue working for establishing guarantees and 

conditions in favor of free elections in Venezuela. 

In the text that was made known on occasion of the 

commemoration of January 23rd, date that marks the 

start of democracy in Venezuela, reaffirming – a little over 

a year from when the regional and municipal elections 

were held in November 2021 – the indeclinable 

commitment to building the electoral path, “an 

unavoidable path for the pacific transformation of the 

serious conflict that nowadays affects all Venezuelans”. 

The statement highlights that the renewal of the electoral 

authorities, in May 2021, and the consequent inclusion of 

two directors that didn’t support the government in the 

core of the National Electoral Council [CNE by its Spanish 
initials], implied a decisive step in the process of 

re-institutionalization of the electoral arbitrator. Said 

process, that involved 

coordinating between political 

actors and civil society actors, 

marking at the same time an 

important advancement in 

recovering electoral 

guarantees and conditions. 

“Such guarantees included the 

return of the electoral 

oversight international 

missions, performing a 

comprehensive audit to the automated voting system, 

and the return of the main parties of political opposition 

to the electoral terrain”, highlight on occasion of the 

proposal from the pro-government members for 

appointing a new CNE. 

This alliance, facing the proximity of the 2024-2025 

biennium, which stipulates holding presidential, 

parliamentary, regional and municipal elections, proposes 

that it is essential to continue working towards the 

establishment of guarantees and conditions in favor of 

free elections in Venezuela. NGOs sustain that the 

2024-2025 biennium is very important in order to recover 

the democratic institutionalization in Venezuela. They 

urge the political and institutional actors to maintain and 

delve into the insipient electoral institutionality that in the 

on the November 21st elections already managed to 

defeat absenteeism.

NGOs and civil society strengthen path for building
authentic elections in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/40evOog


