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Courts and the Prosecutor’s Office actively go
against the Parliament elected in 2015

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The decisions made by the Members of Parliament 
elected in 2015 regarding the elimination of Juan Guaido’s 
interim government almost immediately activated actions 
from the Prosecutor’s Office headed by Tarek William 
Saab as well as from the criminal courts. 5 detentions 
have been agreed up to this date, while the Prosecutor’s 
Office assures that there are 27 investigations against the 
so-called interim government. 

When the Oppositionist Members of Parliament 
approved their accords on January 5th, Saab informed 
through his Twitter account that an investigation had 
been initiated against a Parliamentary Commission that 
would control Venezuela’s assets abroad. Two days later, 
on January 7th, he also announced that a Court in 
Caracas had issued a judicial arrest warrant against the 
female Members of Parliament who were appointed as 
new members of the 2015 Board of the Parliament. The 
decision of the 49th Court in functions of Control was 
made known through a recently created Twitter account 
belonging to the Judiciary Circuit for the Metropolitan 
Area of Caracas. 

Saab announced that other detentions were approved 
on January 9th: “Arrest warrants were also issued against 
the false Secretary of this illegitimate Parliament, Jose 
Figueredo Marquez, and the false Undersecretary, Luis 
Alberto Bustos.”
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https://bit.ly/3XzFl7h

Professional Guilds demand respect for their Labor Rights

Caleidoscopio Humano - www.caleidohumano.org

Different professional guilds and 

unions have held peaceful 

demonstrations throughout the 

entire country during the first weeks 

of January in order to demand 

decent salaries and wages that allow 

those who dedicate their lives to 

education, medical services and 

other areas to satisfy their basic 

needs.  

Mobilizations were reported in all 

Venezuelan states that were mostly 

led by teachers demanding the Minister of Education, 

Yelitze Santaella, to either respond to their demands or to 

resign. Teachers’ salaries in Venezuela range from Bs. 

264.69 ($14.39 at the official exchange rate) to Bs. 600.89 

($32.67), in addition you have Bs. 45 ($2.45) for food 

vouchers and the different professionalization benefits for 

specializations, seniority or children, range from Bs. 12.50 

($0.68) up to Bs. 22.50 ($1.22). 

These wages have brought 

these people to be unable to cover 

their food, transportation, medical 

attention, and clothing expenses. 

According to the Documentation 

and Social Analysis Center of the 

Venezuelan Teachers Federation 

[CENDAS-FVM by its Spanish 
initials] a Venezuelan worker needs 

$ 456.00 (information up to the 

month of November 2022) in order 

to cover the basic food basket. 

According to our own information, 

Venezuelan teachers only receive 20% of their 

corresponding salary, with which they can only purchase 

four products of the basic food basket.

https://bit.ly/3GIXkB8
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2022 was destined to be the year of justice in 

Venezuela. This was assured by the authorities that sold 

the idea that the legislative reforms underway towards 

the end of 2021, as well as the institutional reforms 

undertaken during the first months of the year, such as 

the appointment of a “new” Supreme Court of Justice 

[TSJ by its Spanish initials], were destined to improve and 

make the Judiciary Power more efficient; and, thus, it 

would make the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) 

intervention unnecessary for investigating and punishing 

crimes against humanity allegedly occurred in the 

country. Nevertheless, it would soon be made very clear 

that the promises of change perhaps weren’t real. 

The sixth restructure that the country’s highest court 

has suffered since the year 2000 resulted in a simple 

simulation, and reducing the number of magistrates from 

32 to 20 hasn’t brought forth the “justice system’s 

profound transformation process”, that was announced 

by the President of the Parliament elected in 2020, when 

it swore in the members of the Judiciary Power’s leading 

entity last April. 

The modifications in the TSJ didn’t result in a 

beneficial change for the citizens. Problems such as the 

judges’ temporary status remain intact, while the TSJ 

keeps acting as the government’s defender regardless of 

what is set forth in the Constitution, laws and international 

treaties in human rights matters undersigned by 

Venezuela. As a matter of fact, this maneuver doesn’t 

seem to have achieved its main goal: which is to shut the 

doors to the ICC by attempting to convince it that alleged 

crimes against humanity are being investigated or that 

they are taking measures in order to let justice be done in 

Venezuela; in that sense, the organization’s Prosecutor, 

Karim Khan, has requested to continue his inquiries. 

2022, the year when justice pretended to change
in order escape investigations from the ICC

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

December: Censorship and threats

 December 2022 closed with six cases and eight 

freedom of speech violations, being censorship, 

harassment and threats the main types of transgressions 

in the last month of the year. 

Two cases affected the mass media, two affected 

journalists/reporters and in two opportunities the victims 

were citizens in general. 

The last month of the year started with threats to the 

general population on behalf of the Director of the 

Criminal and Scientific Bureau of Investigation [CICPC by 
its Spanish initials], Douglas Rico, through his social 

networks by exclaiming that “creating panics and 

disinformation” is punishable by law. 

https://bit.ly/BoleDiciembre2022

https://bit.ly/3k79agQ
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The International Criminal Court 

(ICC) prepared a form so that victims 

of crimes against humanity can 

express their opinions and 

observations for resuming the 

investigation that the Court has been 

advancing in Venezuela. Victims have 

the option of filling out the form or 

making a video limited to a maximum 

of 10 minutes. They can participate 

either individually or collectively, 

without the need of an attorney. 

This query process for the victims is performed due to 

the lack of sufficient actions on behalf of Venezuelan 

justice for investigating the possible crimes against 

humanity. The consult will be open until March 7th, 2023. 

In this manner, the ICC gives the victims a voice in order 

to submit their statements before the Victims 

Participation and Reparations Section (VPRS) who, in 

turn, will send them to the ICC judges in a confidential 

manner. 

The crimes that will be 

taken into account by the ICC 

include incarceration or any 

other serious form of 

imprisonment or deprivation 

of physical liberty, rape or any 

other form of serious sexual 

violence or assault, 

mistreatments or torture, and 

persecutions due to political 

reasons. However, victims of 

other crimes different to 

those that have been already mentioned and that were 

committed in Venezuela before April 2017 can also send 

opinions and observations to the ICC, due to the fact that 

Prosecutor Karim Khan’s investigations aren’t limited 

exclusively to that date. 

The ICC performs queries to victims of crimes
against humanity in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3iAdOUr

Military political prisoner on hunger strike is in critical condition

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of January 13th, 2023 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,797 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since January 

1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 

presented before military courts. 

Up to this date we have accrued a 

historical number of 3,705 political 

prisoners, of which 3,431 have 

been released under different 

modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 

the country. As of January 13th, 2023 the number is 274 

people, out of which 13 are women. Additionally, 9,423 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

The delicate situation of the political prisoner, Igbert 

Marin, continues, who is a Lieutenant Colonel that was 

arbitrarily arrested at the Military Counterintelligence 

General Directorate [DGCIM by its Spanish acronym]. His 

transfer to the military prison Ramo 

Verde was ordered in August 2018, 

which was ratified by the Court in 

several opportunities. However, 

DGCIM authorities refuse to comply 

with such order. Marin has been on 

a hunger strike for over 50 days 

protesting the inhuman conditions 

in which he has been imprisoned. 

He is in poor health, but in spite of 

that he hasn’t received the timely and adequate medical 

attention to which he is entitled 

The human rights defender, Javier Tarazona, is in the 

same conditions, but at El Helicoide [government facility 
used for torturing political prisoners and headquarters of 
the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN)], who 

currently presents a serious deterioration in his health, 

and he hasn’t received the necessary medical attention 

either. Their cases have been reported to different 

national and international agencies and organizations.
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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

Teachers started a protest agenda for their labor rights

Venezuelan education has been deteriorating for 

several years, both on a structural level as well as the 

quality of the education given in classrooms. At the 

same time, professionals who are dedicated to 

preparing and educating children and young people in 

Venezuela don’t receive an income appropriate to the 

country’s reality, being one of the worst paid jobs and 

with very low social benefits. 

This has had ab impact on the teacher’s guild’s 

movement who demands more respect and a better 

quality of life. A nationwide protest was called forth on 

January 9th, 2023, demanding a decent salary and 

social security. This proves that the fundamental rights 

keep being violated, more specifically, labor rights 

belonging to the Economic, Social, Cultural and 

Environmental Rights group. 

Teachers fight for vindicating their labor rights. In 

this wave of protests, they assure that they won’t leave 

the streets and categorically refuse to return to the 

classrooms until the Venezuelan State responds to 

their demands. 

5 structural failures that will keep violating economic, social, 
cultural and environmental rights in Venezuela in 2023

PROVEA - www.provea.org

1) The National Executive 

Power isn’t democratic at all: it has 

undermined the independence of 

other powers; it rules by imposing a 

hegemonic system that ignores the 

constitutional framework, oppressing 

and maintaining a structure of 

persecution and repression against 

dissidence and criticism;

2) The deconstruction of the 

institutions’ basic functions, in which 

de-professionalization and ideologization are 

consequences of the public management, 

ungovernability and collapse of abilities for providing 

essential goods and services, whose purpose is 

maintaining power and not the satisfaction of popular 

needs, created the Complex Humanitarian Emergency 

from a series of decisions that don’t benefit the country’s 

majorities.

3) The lack of technical criteria in governmental 

management deteriorates providing public services due 

to the inexistence of a plan that approaches the 

infrastructure’s maintenance and 

improvement; the permanency and 

professionalization of workers by 

optimizing their labor conditions; 

designing public policies of inclusion 

together with the private sector, 

guilds, academia, and beneficiaries, 

as well as complying with the works 

and investments they have 

announced. 

4) Maintaining opacity in actions of the State, 

concealing official information and statistics in order to 

avoid criticism to the government’s work, broadcasting 

unreal results as if they were true, which makes 

institutional and social comptrollership of public policies 

very difficult; 

5) The permanency of significant levels of 

corruption due to the unsupervised use of public 

resources, the stagnation of the Office of the Comptroller 

General of the Republic, and the inexistence of 

investigations and sanctions against public officials 

incurring in illegal actions.
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