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When Luis Hidalgo, 

Information Correspondent of 

Acción Solidaria, started to 

form part of the Humanitarian 

Response Program in Health 

team, there wasn’t any place 

for keeping the donations nor 

were the deliveries systemized 

or would there be a registry of 

the alliances that, little by little, 

were being built. In 2017, on the 

idea’s first anniversary as a 

response to the Complex 

Humanitarian Emergency in 

Venezuela, the organization had a network of 48 allies. Six 

years have gone by and now there are 106 in 15 states of 

the country. 

According to the United Nations (UN), the 

humanitarian assistance is a form of solidarity or 

cooperation that, generally, is provided to impoverished 

populations or that have suffered humanitarian crises as a 

consequence of environmental phenomena or armed 

conflicts and that responds to principles of humanity, 

neutrality and unbiased. 

Up to December 2021 there 

was an estimate that 274 million 

people in 63 countries would need 

humanitarian protection and 

assistance. In Venezuela, according 

to the United Nations Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA), during the first 

four months of 2022, the 

humanitarian response reached 

942,000 people throughout all the 

states in the country. Even though 

there are multiple needs within the 

context of a systematic violation of 

human rights, Acción Solidaria has been focused on 

health by means of donating medications, medical 

supplies and personal hygiene and biosecurity products. 

In six years we’ve assisted 320,062 people. 

Humanitarian Response Program:
A way in which Acción Solidaria has improved lives

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Ministry of Tourism official pushed journalist
in order to hinder a coverage

A member of the Minister of Tourism’s work team, Alí 

Padrón, pushed and tried to impede the journalist, Elvis 

Rivas, a correspondent from the State of Merida, from the 

Globovisión news channel, could cover statements from 

the Minister in the state’s capital. 

The aggression occurred when Rivas recorded and 

took Padrón’s statements in a meeting with users and 

merchants from the Mercado Principal de Merida (main 

market). 

In an audio broadcasted by the Merida section of the 

Journalists National Association [CNP by its Spanish 

initials], Elvis Rivas highlighted that, initially, the minister 

wasn’t going to give a statement to the press, but 

afterwards he said that the journalists could record his 

intervention. Rivas explained that we he started 

recording, a lady approached him and told him that he 

couldn’t do that. Afterwards, the individual who tried to 

violently take the microphone from him.

https://bit.ly/3CodwHv

https://bit.ly/3QEA2jS
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Venezuela will face another trial for arbitrary detention and torture
before the I/A Court H.R.

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The list of trials that Venezuela must face before the 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court H.R.) 

keeps increasing. The Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights (IACHR) decided to bring forth a suit 

against the Venezuelan State due to the arbitrary 

detention, enforced disappearance and torturres against 

Juan Pedro Lares, son of Omar Lares, former Mayor of 

Ejido, State of Merida. 

The decision was announced by the continental 

authority on August 5th through a press release in which 

it also informed that it requested to judge the Venezuelan 

State for the manner in which, in 2017, the Supreme Court 

of Justice dismissed from his duties and ordered the 

incarceration of Omar Lares, the then Mayor of the 

Municipality of Campo Elías. This is the fourth case 

against Venezuela that the IACHR brings forth to the 

Court with seat in San Jose (Costa Rica) as of 2022. 

In July 2017, while Omar Lares was having lunch at his 

house, around 200 agents from the SEBIN entered in 

order to detain him, without a search warrant, but he was 

able to escape thanks to the assistance of his eldest son, 

Juan Pedro Lares, then 23 years old. However, the officers 

detained the young man and barely in August that year it 

was known that he was incarcerated in Caracas. During 

the year he was imprisoned he was threatened and 

tortured by his captors so he could give information 

regarding his father.

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
IACHR remits to I/A Court H.R. case of Juan Pedro Lares,
son of the former Mayor of the city of Merida

 In the context of the 2017 protests, the 

Venezuelan regime sought to apprehend 

Omar Lares, the former Mayor of the 

Municipality Campo Elías of the city of 

Mérida. Since they weren’t able to do so, 

his son, Juan Pedro Lares, was arbitrarily 

detained at his family’s home and subject 

to an enforced disappearance by officers 

of the Bolivarian National Guard [GNB by 
its Spanish initials], Bolivarian National 

Police [PNB by its Spanish initials] and the 

National Bolivarian Intelligence Service [SEBIN by its 
Spanish acronym] in July 2017. 

After the apprehension, he was interrogated using 

violent techniques, tortured and transferred to El 

Helicoide [government facility used for torturing 
political prisoners and headquarters of the SEBIN] in 

Caracas, where he remained detained for ten months 

without a judicial order, with the apparent purpose of 

apprehending his father. During that 

entire time, he wasn’t presented 

before any court. He was released in 

June 2018 with the condition of not 

giving statements to the media or 

rendering political announcements. 

Defiende Venezuela denounced 

Juan Pedro’s and Omar Lares’s Case 

before different human rights 

international protection authorities, 

including the Inter-American System. The IACHR 

determined that Juan Pedro Lares’s detention 

constituted an enforced disappearance, violating his 

rights to life, personal integrity, personal freedom, 

access to judicial guarantees, and judicial protection, as 

well as his family’s rights to the inviolability of their 

place of residence and personal integrity. On June 6th, 

2022, the IACHR remitted the case of Juan Pedro Lares 

and his family to the I/A Court H.R. 

https://bit.ly/3AFepKJ
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Venezuelan university guild demands elimination
of Onapre instructive for violating its rights

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza 

interviewed José Gregorio Alfonso, 

Secretary of Academic Affairs of the 

Professors Association of the 

Universidad Central de Venezuela 

(UCV), in order to talk about the 

recent teachers’ guild protests in the 

country. 

Alfonso explained that since March this year there 

exists a conflict between the guild and the State due to 

the instructive imposed by the National Budget Office 

[ONAPRE by its Spanish acronym] because it specifies 

the criteria for the recently decreed 

salary increase, but that have 

damaged them, violating the 

university workers’ human rights. 

He indicated that the payment of 

the vacation and recreational bonus 

paid to the professors, as well as 

thedismissal of the Director of the 

Onapre don’t represent a significant change for ending 

the sector’s protests because the guild demands the 

elimination, a salary increase and signing the 3rd Sole and 

Unified Convention.

Here at the Centro de Justicia y Paz 

(Cepaz), we documented during the 

second quarter of 2022 at least 201 

cases of persecution and criminalization 

exercised by Nicolás Maduro’s 

government as part of his State policy 

for remaining in power. In the month of 

April, we recorded 38 cases and the 

same number in May. While in June an 

important increase of cases of 

persecution and criminalization was 

evidenced, with 125 acts exercised 

against journalists and media workers, 

people linked to political activism, officers from the 

National Armed Forces, and against the population. With 

this alarming figure, June becomes the month with the 

largest number of persecuted and criminalized people in 

Venezuela during the year 2022. This results in the 

worsening of the crisis in rights and the systematic 

violation of fundamental freedoms and human rights of 

the Venezuelan people. 

In the monitoring and analysis of the 125 cases of 

persecution and criminalization occurred during June, 

we’ve identified the following actions: 11 arbitrary 

detentions, 18 acts of harassments or threats, three 

arbitrary judicial processes, and 93 irregular arrest 

warrants. From the total number of these cases, we 

identified that eight were committed against mass 

communication workers and media, ten against people 

linked to political activism, 93 against members of the 

National Armed Forces, and 14 against citizens. 

Lastly, a recent report from the telephone 

company Telefónica revealed the interception 

of telephone lines and internet connections of 

at least 20% of the population. That’s an act 

that attacks against the population in general 

and, therefore, it’s not possible to qualify the 

number of victims. Even though Venezuelan 

rules allow the interception of telephone lines, 

it must be performed under a particular 

procedure and characteristics, and always with 

a legitimate and proportional objective. 

Nevertheless, these requests received by 

Telefónica go beyond from what’s set forth in the rules, 

entail political and arbitrary actions that eventually seek 

persecuting and criminalizing social and political actors. 

Closing media, publishing restrictive laws and 

administrative rulings, blocking websites, arbitrary 

detentions, threats, harassments and violence against 

anyone considered as an enemy to the government’s 

policies reveals yet again censorship, criminalization, 

persecution and control exercised by Nicolás Maduro 

from his power, as well as from some governmental 

officials.

Cepaz documented 201 cases of persecution and criminalization
during the second quarter of 2022

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3R4LpkZ
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#QueSigaLaMision

PROVEA - www.provea.org

As of September 12th, 

the United Nations Human 

Rights Council (UNHRC) will 

hold its 51st session. This 

event is particularly 

important for Venezuela. 

Not only because United 

Nations Independent 

International Fact-Finding 

Mission on Venezuela (FFM) 

will present its third report 

on our country, wherein it 

will delve into the chains of 

command in serious human 

rights violations and it will 

talk about what’s happening 

in the Orinoco Mining Arc (OMA), but because the 

possibility will be discussed of this investigation authority 

is able to work a while longer on our situation. 

As we can recall, the FFM was approved in the year 

2019 after the Venezuelan civil society’s pressure and 

others for creating an investigation mechanism on serious 

human rights violations in the UNHRC. After an initial 

period of one year it was approved that the authority was 

able to work for a period of two additional years that end 

in 2022. Among its 

objectives, we can highlight 

extrajudicial executions, 

enforced disappearances, 

arbitrary detentions, and 

tortures occurred since the 

year 2014, besides to help 

fighting impunity and that 

the perpetrators are held 

accountable before justice. 

The Mission has prepared 

two important reports in 

which it points out the 

individual responsibilities, 

both from whom 

committed the acts as well 

as the so-called “chain of command”. 

The members of the council will decide by vote if the 

Mission can keep working on Venezuela. The country’s 

human rights organizations’ unanimous opinion is that it 

must be maintained, being the most important 

mechanism that the victims have at this moment. Its 

supplies feed the International Criminal Court’s (ICC) 

investigation on our country. The NGOs are in campaign 

for #QueSigaLaMision [continuing the mission]. 

Arbitrary persecution against FundaRedes continues

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of August 18th, 2022 Foro Penal recorded 15,775 

arbitrary arrests in Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 

civilians have been presented before military courts. Up to 

this date we have accrued a historical number of 3,670 

political prisoners, of which 3,424 have been released under 

different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in the 

country. As of August 18th, 2022 the number is 246 people, 

out of which 13 are women. Additionally, 9,421 people were or 

are being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 

cautionary measures. 

The trial arbitrarily brought up against Javier Tarazona, 

Rafael Tarazona and Omar de Dios García, from FundaRedes, 

was finally commenced last week for alleged crimes of 

terrorism, criminal association / conspiracy to commit a 

crime and instigating hatred, just for doing their jobs as 

human rights defenders, and for denouncing the presence of 

irregular armed groups in the country. There aren’t any 

evidences linking them to committing any crimes 

whatsoever; nevertheless, the arbitrary persecution against 

them continues.
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Assassination, along with 

conspiracy and treason. These 

words are those most heard by 

Venezuelans in the over two 

decades that the followers of the 

late Hugo Chávez’s policies have 

governed the country, being used 

constantly by the authorities. 

However, these words are in vogue 

again due to the convictions imposed to the former 

oppositionist MP Juan Requesens and 16 more people for 

their alleged participation in the supposed assassination 

attempt suffered by Maduro on August 4th, 2018 when he 

presided the anniversary act of the National Guard. The 

decision, adopted by the First Special Court in Trial with 

competence in cases of crimes associated to terrorism on 

August 4th, exactly four years after a drone with 

explosives exploded while Maduro gave a speech on radio 

and television, it’s the first one related to an alleged 

attempt in order to put an end to the Head of State’s life. 

This is relevant information if we consider that in the last 

two decades, authorities have denounced dozens of 

supposed plans and plots, not only for deposing the 

government but also to put an end to the life of the late 

Hugo Chávez and of his successor, Nicolás Maduro. 

Venezuelan justice made the drone’s case a point of 

inflection. At least that’s what the convictions imposed to 

the accused let see, which go from five to thirty years in 

prison, according to what was informed by the Supreme 

Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials]. In 

Requesens’s case, who the Prosecutor’s Office pointed 

out as conspiracy, was sentenced to eight years in prison. 

The worst convictions, thirty years in prison, the 

maximum allowed by the Venezuelan law were imposed 

on three members of the military (Alejandro Pérez Gámez, 

Division General of the Bolivarian National Guard (GNB by 
its Spanish initials), Pedro Javier Zambrano Hernández, 

GNB Colonel, Juan Carlos Monasterios Vanegas, (Retired) 

First Sergeant Major), and nine 

civilians (Argenis Gabriel Valera 

Ruiz, José Miguel Estrada 

González, Oswaldo Gabriel Castillo 

Lunar, Alberto José Bracho 

Rozquez, Brayan De Jesús 

Oropeza Ruiz, Henriberth 

Enmanuel Rivas Vivas, Yolmer José 

Escalona Torrealba, Emirlendris 

Carolina Benítez Rosales, and Yanin Fabiana Pernía 

Coronel). Another uniformed officer (General Héctor 

Armando Hernández Da Costa) was sentenced to sixteen 

years in prison, a former officer from the extinct 

Metropolitan Police (José Eloy Rivas Díaz) to twenty 

years, and two civilians (Ángela Lisbeth Expósito Carrillo 

and Wilder Vásquez) to twenty-four and five years, 

respectively. 

The drone’s case is a true copy of how far from reality 

are the rights and guarantees set forth in the Constitution 

and the laws. Several of the currently convicted were 

detained hours after and in far-away areas of the events, 

one of them even disregarding that he had immunity, but 

the authorities considered said captures in flagrante 
delicto, in other words, they consider to have discovered 

them while perpetrating the crimes or soon afterwards. 

Likewise, some of the detained were disappeared for 

hours without knowing their whereabouts, and others 

were mistreated by their captors. Even though these 

events were denounced, the Judiciary Power completely 

ignored them. The foregoing demonstrates the state of 

defenselessness in which the citizens are, especially those 

who oppose or dissent from the current administration.

Venezuelan justice sentenced its first assassination case
without respecting due process

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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