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Supreme Court of Justice interferes yet again in university elections

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Representatives of graduates 

from the School of Education of 

the Universidad Central de 

Venezuela [UCV by its Spanish 
initials] for that institution’s 

co-government will apparently 

suffer the same fate as the 

Members of Parliament (MP) for 

the State of Amazonas elected in 

2015. Why? The Supreme Court of 

Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] suspended the 

counting of votes and the totalization process of the 

votes issued in the UCV elections held on June 13th, 

which gave the victory to the opposition candidates by a 

small margin. 

The decision was issued by the Electoral Chamber of 

the TSJ in its Ruling Nº 79 by granting the petition of the 

candidates from the “JuntosXPatrimonio” 

pro-government political party, therefore annulling, in a 

cautionary manner, the recount 

of the votes and, thus, the victors’ 

proclamation for considering that 

it was tainted and irregular. 

The UCV’s Electoral 

Commission ordered to perform 

a new recount of votes in the 

Schools of Education and Mass 

Media Communication after 

detecting some invalid ballots that hadn´t been counted 

or had been counted incorrectly. This revision has been 

questioned by candidates that are followers of the late 

Hugo Chávez’s policies [Chavismo] who decided to 

resort to the TSJ.

A regrettable standard has 

been established in Venezuela: 

opacity in official figures 

management. 2016 was the last 

year when an epidemiological 

bulletin was published that 

allows to keep a record of 

diseases that generally have had 

a relevant upturn during the last 

years, such as tuberculosis, 

malaria, dengue, zika, or 

hepatitis. 

According to a monitoring performed by Acción 

Solidaria on situations that constitute violations to the 

right to health in Venezuela, through mass media 

communication and NGOs, 56 cases of tuberculosis were 

accounted in 2021 and 50 more cases so far this year. This 

means a 98% increase before the third quarter. 

Some data collected by mass media communication 

point out that Delta Amacuro, Amazonas and Bolivar are 

among the 10 states with the most number of cases. 

Although Caracas also has a 

ranking in the scale. 

Poverty levels, failures in 

public services and 

malnutrition are factors that 

contribute to the increase of 

cases in the country. 10,574 

cases were recorded just in 

2018, which represented a 

historic peak. According to 

data from the World Health 

Organization (WHO), 9,150 

cases, both new and recurrent, were reported in 2020.

Increase in tuberculosis cases shows setback
in Venezuelan State’s response

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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https://bit.ly/3Qz5FuQ

https://bit.ly/3QEj30E
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The Venezuelan delegation 
before the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) and other international 
authorities and courts based on 
The Hague (the Netherlands) will 
be occupied once more by a 
member of the Supreme Court of 
Justice (TSJ). Calixto Ortega Ríos, 
whose appointment as 
ambassador was authorized by the 
Parliament elected in 2020, barely 
three months after that same authority “reelected” him as 
a member of the TSJ’s Constitutional Chamber. 

Ortega’s appointment, who’s considered to be very 
close to Maduro, seems to indicate that the latter wishes 
to have someone he can trust in the ICC that reports to 
him on the steps taken by that authority regarding the 
Venezuela case. Towards the end of 2021, the ICC 
Prosecutor’s Office opened an investigation for crimes 
against humanity committed in the country since at least 
2017 and has announced its intentions of prosecuting said 
inquiries in order to identify those who are responsible of 
human rights violations, in spite of Venezuelan authorities’ 
petitions of not doing so. 

Ortega’s appointment as 
ICC ambassador is another 
demonstration of the lack of 
legal independence and 
institutionality: from being 
an MP for almost 15 years to 
an ambassador and then to 
a candidate for Parliament, 
and since he didn’t get 
elected, he went on to being 
a magistrate, and now, yet 

again, to a position appointed by the National Executive 
Power, without leaving his position as magistrate, which is 
also illegal. Likewise, this confirms the followers of the late 
Hugo Chávez’s policies’ tragic recipe of conditioning 
loyalty to education and training, something that explains 
why it’s normal that MPs come to be ministers, from being 
ministers to MPs, from MPs to judges, and from judges to 
any other position. 

Lack of judicial independence persists: New ICC ambassador
was a pro-government MP and is currently a reelected magistrate

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Venezuelan migrant detained in Ecuador was released after a petition
of cautionary measures from the IACHR

Anderson Ovalles, a 
Venezuelan migrant, was 
released after having been 
detained by the Ecuadorian 
National Police in the city of 
Guayaquil in June of this year. 
Ovalles is a street performer 
who was arbitrarily detained 
towards the end of June after 
having been assaulted by a 
police officer while he practiced 
his trade as a street juggler. He 
was criminalized for his trade 
and subject to an enforced 
disappearance when under 
custody for a whole week. In response to that, Defiende 
Venezuela filed a petition for a cautionary measure 
before the IACHR in order to guarantee his personal 
integrity and his access to due process. Anderson was 
released on August 6th of this year. 

The Inter-Agency Regional 
Coordination Platform for Refugees and 
Migrants from Venezuela (R4V) 
estimates that up to May 2022 there were 
approximately 514,000 Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants in Ecuador. The 
IACHR has acknowledged that many 
refugees and migrants are forced to 
leave the country through irregular 
channels and are unaware of their rights 
or condition as people subject of 
international protection. 

Venezuelan citizens in Ecuador are 
often stigmatized and criminalized, 

which places them in especially vulnerable situations, 
as proven by the Anderson Ovalles case. The timely 
incidence and resort to international human rights 
protection authorities advanced by Defiende 
Venezuela allowed his release. 

https://bit.ly/3JUtxqE
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Rejection of prison sentences against 17 innocents for the drone case

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza rejected the 
8-year prison conviction issued against the 
political leader and former MP Juan 
Requesens for the alleged attack against 
Nicolás Maduro in a public act with a drone. 

Requesens was arbitrarily detained at his 
place of residence by State security forces 
on August 7th, 2018, disregarding his 
parliamentary immunity he enjoyed at that 
moment. He was detained at El Helicoide 
[government facility used for torturing political prisoners 

and headquarters of the Bolivarian National 
Intelligence Service (SEBIN)] for two years 
until August 2020, when a Cautionary 
Measure applied to remain under house 
arrest was issued. 

16 other people were convicted in the 
same case, among them Emirlendri 
Benitez, who was pregnant at the time of 
her detention on August 7th, 2018, and 
suffered a miscarriage due to the tortures 

to which she was subjected. 

Centro de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) 
and Voto Joven promoted the 
creation of spaces for dialogue 
among women who actively 
participate in the country’s political 
life and representatives of civil 
society organizations. This initiative, 
called the Ikara Experience 
[Experiencia Ikara], seeks to 
establish the foundations for 
reaching the full recognition of 
women’s rights in Venezuela. In two sessions it gathered 
female politicians, activists and human rights defenders 
that analyzed barriers, opportunities and the next steps 
seeking to reach a more inclusive society and made 
proposals on civil society’s need to organize its agenda 
based on a strategic incidence in these topics. Advances 
in women’s human rights matters were also identified in 
the current legislation and pending claims with the 
purpose of assembling a coalition that generates a 
political agenda of Venezuelan women’s rights aiming 
towards the 2024-2025 electoral scenario. 

Women must face the challenge of revising, assessing 
and proposing pertinent updates so that the laws 
guarantee the right to parity, as well as the full validity of 
civil, political, economic, social, cultural, and 
environmental rights, and the right to a violence-free life. 
These changes must be built from the inside, involving 
men in general, politicians and political organizations’ 
structure. It’s essential to undertake accurate actions that 
can promote more women’s participation in the 
upcoming elections such as, for example, a possible 

modification of the Electoral Act 
and the Political Parties Act in 
order to guarantee that women 
are able to participate on equal 
conditions, not only in electoral 
processes, but also in all public 
positions. 

Civil society’s need to organize 
its agenda based on a strategic 
incidence and demand for 

women’s rights stood out among the contributions that 
were collected from the roundtables. Additionally, the 
relevance that there’s a true rupture of the paradigms 
that keep fostering inequalities. Furthermore, there was 
also a proposal that spaces of confidence have to be 
created in Venezuela where differences are respected and 
common goals are worked. The next steps in order to 
advance in the agenda of defending women’s rights must 
be focused on the demand of effectively applying the 
current legislation, due to the fact that beyond legal 
reforms, the important thing is to tend to the structural 
problems that hinder their correct application. 

Experiencia Ikara promotes a work agenda for women’s human rights

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3AiVB3H
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The State insists on its persecution policy
against trade-union members

PROVEA - www.provea.org

A systematic harassment and 

persecution policy against 

trade-union leaders advances in 

Venezuela. Over 160 trade-union 

members have been subjected to 

criminal procedures since 2007.

The International Labor 

Organization (ILO) Commission of 

Inquiry and the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights 

(UN-HCHR), Michelle Bachelet, 

have expressed their concern 

regarding persecutions for political 

reasons against dissidents or those who may be 

perceived as such by the Venezuelan government. The 

same worriment has been stated by the Human Rights 

Commission in its Annual Report 2021, as well as in 

previous reports. 

Trade-union leaders 

make up a group of 

victims of that 

persecution. The State 

has developed a 

systematic action that 

goes against trade-union 

freedom, exercise of 

freedom of association, 

freedom of speech, and 

hinders the defense of 

labor rights. This 

persecution is carried out 

through different ways: 

arbitrary detentions and trials, even the use of military 

courts; harassments and threats forcing people to seek 

refuge and asylum in other countries; dismissals and 

terminations, intimidation and smear campaigns using 

public media.

Indigenous peoples’ rights are being systematically violated in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of August 12th, 2022 Foro Penal recorded 15,775 

arbitrary arrests in Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 

civilians have been presented before military courts. Up to 

this date we have accrued a historical number of 3,670 

political prisoners, of which 3,425 have been released under 

different modalities. As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political 

prisoners in the country. As of August 12th, 2022 the number 

is 245 people, out of which 13 are women. Additionally, 9,421 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

The International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples 

was commemorated on August 9th; said date was 

established in 1994 by the United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution 49/214 in order to remember the first meeting, in 

1982, of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 

This date served as a remembrance that our indigenous 

peoples’ rights are being systematically violated in Venezuela. 

this was stated by Olnar Ortiz, Foro Penal’s Indigenous 

Peoples General Coordinator, who drew attention to the 

marked impunity that has surrounded all the abuses suffered 

by our indigenous peoples. 

There are still no conclusive investigations or convictions 

in the cases of the Peñon indigenous peoples murdered in the 

hamlet of Kumaracapay in February 2019. There are no 

responsible people either in the death of Salvador Franco in 

January 2021, while he was arbitrarily detained and under 

custody of the State. Nor is there any justice in the case of the 

four Yanomami indigenous peoples killed by members of the 

military on March 20th this year. In these cases, impunity is 

the rule.
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Journalist intimidated while covering a protest
in the city of Barquisimeto

Two women intimidated journalist 
Yelitza Figueroa, a correspondent in the 
State of Lara from the Crónica.Uno news 
media, while she covered a protest of 
storeowners in midtown Barquisimeto on 
August 9th. 

Figueroa told Espacio Público that 
she was working out of the Centro de 
Economía Popular Bequito mall where a 
group of merchants denounced 
irregularities in the election of the 
storeowners Board of Directors of that property. 

After recording the complainants, says 
the journalist, two women approached her 
and asked her in which mass communication 
media did she work. Figueroa answered 
them and showed them her ID so they could 
verify it, but all of a sudden the two people 
took her photograph and left the premises.

https://bit.ly/3Qp2k1q


