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Supreme Court of Justice orders to process a judge for errors in the
extradition proceeding of members of the “Tren de Aragua” criminal band

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

For considering that, among 
other things, due process was 
violated by filing an “imprecise” 
petition, the Supreme Court of 
Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] 
annulled an active extradition 
petition against Hernán David 
Landaeta Garlotti, a.k.a. “Satanás” 
[“Satan”], a member of the “Tren de 
Aragua” criminal band, and ordered 
an investigation against the judge presiding the case and 
reprimanded the prosecutor trying the case. 

The decision was made by the Criminal Cassation 
Chamber in its Decision number 209, in which it annulled 
the extradition petition against Landaeta Garlotti issued 
by 2nd Court of Control for the State of Aragua in June 
2022. According to the decision, the judge presiding the 
case showed “a complete lack of knowledge (…) of the 
rules regulating the extradition procedure”, thus, the TSJ 
requested the Inspectorate-General of Courts to open a 

disciplinary proceeding, while 
reprimanding a prosecutor from 
the Prosecutor’s Office and ordered 
her to repeat the process. 

Landaeta Garlotti, a.k.a. 
“Satanás”, 25 years old, is one of 
the members of the criminal 
mega-band known as “Tren de 
Aragua” and has an arrest warrant 

issued by the Prosecutor’s Office headed by Tarek William 
Saab because he’s presumably implicated in a homicide 
in 2015 in the Ovallera sector (State of Aragua), among 
other felonies. Two alerts have been issued by the 
International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL) 
due to charges they have brought up against him. 

The United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) assures that 
breastfeeding provides babies all 
the necessary nutrients for fully 
growing and developing their 
immune system. The Fund, along 
with the World Health Organization 
(WHO) recommends that 
breastfeeding should be exclusive 
during the first six months of their 
lives, and remain up to the age of 
two in combination with other 
foods, avoiding the use of children’s 
baby milk formulas. 

Evelyn Niño, a Pediatrician and founder of the human 
breastfeeding program “Mi gota de leche” [“My drop of 
milk”], assured in an interview for Crónica Uno digital 
media that only 30% of Venezuelan mothers breastfeed 
their children during the first six months after childbirth. 
Mainly due to lack of guidance, in fact, the center she 
founded has educated mothers, as well as medical and 
nursing staff in breastfeeding. 

But not all mothers, even with orientation, are able to 
breastfeed their babies. Patricia Valenzuela, a Specialist in 

both Infectious Diseases and 
Internal Medicine, also the 
Vice-President of the 
Venezuelan Society of Infectious 
Diseases [SVI by its Spanish 
initials], explains that women 
living with HIV are never 
encouraged the possibility of 
breastfeeding their babies 
because doing so goes against 
mothers’ and infants’ safety. The 
infectious diseases specialist 
believes that demanding women 

to exclusively breastfeed their babies isn’t easy, most of 
all in a context like Venezuela: many mothers don’t have 
the time or space to breastfeed because they dedicate 
most of their day to working in order to survive. Besides, 
there are no public policies in the country directed 
towards women who breastfeed, or those living with HIV, 
or to those who don’t.

Breastfeeding: Should it always be exclusive?

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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https://bit.ly/3StVpWi

https://bit.ly/3A3bXNL
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State of Bolivar accounted for 33 victims of presumed executions
during the first semester of the year

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The Comisión para los 
Derechos Humanos y la 
Ciudadanía (CODEHCIU) 
recorded and accounted for 33 
victims of alleged extrajudicial 
executions in the State of Bolivar 
between the first and second 
semester of 2022. This concerns 
an underregistration based on 
publications from regional mass 
communication media and don’t 
represent the actual figures of these potentially illicit 
deaths before the context of violence lived in that state. 

During the first quarter of the year, CODEHCIU 
accounted for 21 victims, while 12 were recorded in the 
second quarter. The locations where most of the 

violations to the right to life 
occurred in the Municipalities of El 
Callao and Caroni during the first 
six months of 2022. All the 
allegedly executed people were 
men between the ages of 15 and 
33. 

Most of the murdered victims 
of potentially illicit deaths were 
recorded between the months of 

February and April, with 9 and 8, respectively. During the 
second quarter, the most violent event occurred on April 
11th, when 3 men in the town of El Callao were executed in 
a joint action of the Bolivarian National Guard [GNB by its 
Spanish initials] and the Military Counterintelligence 
General Directorate [DGCIM by its Spanish acronym].

During the fourth edition of the 
international seminar “Trafficking in 
Persons – Not Just a Cross-Border 
Problem”, organized by the United 
Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner Working Groupon 
Contemporary Slavery (UN-OHCHR 
WGCS), the participating experts 
agreed in affirming that enforced 
migration increases the risks of 
becoming victims of human sex 
trafficking. This is particularly serious 
in the case of women, teenage and young girls. The came 
to the conclusion that there’s no coordinated response in 
the region to this phenomenon. They recommended the 
creation of an official victims’ registry, the adoption of 
early warning systems for missing persons and the 
creation of prevention and attention programs for 
survivors. 

In spite of the international conventions and 
obligations undersigned by the States, human sex 
trafficking is far from being eradicated. In the case of 
Venezuela, after Haiti, the country has the greatest 
contemporary slavery index in the region. Millions of 
Venezuelans have had to flee the country in despair 
because they don’t count on any means for surviving or 
on the protection of their rights. According to the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UN-OHCR), the figure was six million 
refugees and migrants coming from 
Venezuela. But even before leaving the 
country, particularly women, teenage 
and young girls find themselves in a 
situation of great vulnerability that has 
a lot to do with gender roles and 
stereotypes persisting in our society. 
This situation is replicated in transit 
and host countries.

From a historical perspective, the 
conversation of the human sex trafficking phenomenon 
has been approached as a criminal persecution of the 
crime. When the aggressors are prioritized over 
persecution, a more integral approach tends to be left on 
the side with a human rights standpoint that allows to 
motivate measures that the States must adopt for 
preventing this phenomenon with due diligence. Public 
policies that avoid concrete risks through the prevention 
and punishment to those who are responsible are 
urgently needed in the region. Besides, it’s necessary to 
contain the victims of human sex trafficking, provide the 
attention and repair the damage that has been caused. 

Enforced migration increases risks of becoming victims
of human sex trafficking

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3vKpHu6
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 “Elections are sometimes the 
citizens’ revenge. The ballot is a 
paper dagger.” The followers of 
the late Hugo Chávez’s policies 
[Chavismo] have decided that in 
Venezuela it’s practically 
impossible to materialize this 
phrase from the former British 
Prime Minister David Lloyd 
George (1863-1945), and for this 
they’ve broadened their repertoire of stratagems they use 
in electoral times, but now not only for broadening their 
advantage in the elections, but also to win them by a 
landslide in spite of not counting on most of the 
population’s support. This denouncement was formulated 
by Acceso a la Justicia in its report titled Elections in 
Autocracy: The Venezuela Case 2017-2021 [Elecciones en 
autocracia: el caso venezolano 2017-2021], in which it lists 
all the measures and actions taken and initiated by Nicolás 
Maduro’s administration with the multitude of State 
institutions, such as the National Electoral Council [CNE 
by its Spanish initials], the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ 
by its Spanish initials], and the Office of the Comptroller 
General of the Republic [CGR by its Spanish initials] in 
order to win each and every one of the six electoral 
processes that have been held since 2017.

Some of their practices aren’t new and were produced 
in times of the late Hugo Chávez. Among them, we have 
the control of the arbitrator and the country’s highest 
court, the use of the questionable figure of political 
disqualifications imposed by the CGR against candidates 
from the opposition, the low reliability of the Electoral 
Registry, or the use of State resources and media in order 

to favor pro-government 
candidates. These actions sought to 
broaden the advantage obtained 
most of the time by the former head 
of State against his rivals in the 
ballot boxes. Nevertheless, the 
report considers that the crushing 
defeat suffered by the 
pro-government political forces in 
the parliamentary elections in 2015 

supposed a point of inflection and “undoubtedly 
represents the seed that pushed Maduro’s government to 
design a group of unprecedented guidelines, conditioned 
to his partisan interests.”

In the report Elections in Autocracy: The Venezuela 
Case 2017-2021, the significant deterioration in the 
electoral conditions and guarantees, especially in 2017, is 
made very clear, which consequently hinders and even 
neutralizes Venezuelans’ exercise of their political rights, 
particularly the right to association, participation and 
suffrage, which are the core of the entire democratic 
system. This is how a vicious cycle has become 
established in electoral matters allowing the current 
leaders tend to perpetuate themselves in power. The 
investigation demonstrates that Venezuelan authorities 
have managed to design a system that allows a victory in 
spite of not counting most of the population’s support. 

Fraudulent practices for winning elections in Venezuela
allow a victory without being majority

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

We reject the closure of radio stations in the State of Cojedes

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza rejected the order 
issued by the National Telecommunications 
Commission of Venezuela [CONATEL by its 
Spanish acronym] of closing six radio 
stations in the State of Cojedes and 
arbitrarily and illegally seizing all of their 
necessary equipment for their broadcast. 

Candela 92.2 FM was the first radio 
station closed, followed by Moda 105.1 FM, 
Nex 100.1 FM, and Hits 92.5 FM. Likewise, the 
last proceeding, carried out on July 29th, was 

against Luna 95.5 FM and Impacto 91.7 
FM, under the argument of an alleged 
illegal use of the radio spectrum. 

Here at Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, we 
condemn these actions that form part of 
a transgression against freedom of 
speech. Additionally, we demand that 
CONATEL returns all the seized 
equipment and acts with due diligence in 
order to issue the required permits in the 
license renewal process.

https://bit.ly/3p2c4Tg
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Provea: A book fair defending cultural rights

PROVEA - www.provea.org

From August 5th to 7th, 
Provea, together with the El 
Recreo Shopping Mall in Caracas, 
offers an Independent Book Fair 
and in Human Rights [FLIDE by 
its Spanish acronym] with the 
participation of over 18 publishing 
houses of the country. In this way, 
the NGO keeps up its work of 
promoting and defending cultural 
rights in a context of Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency, 
creating a cultural space as a 
meeting place for all Venezuelan men and women, on a 
par with fostering books and reading. 

According to information provided by the Espaja.com 
portal, out of the 1,300 bookstores that existed in the 
country 24 years ago, there are currently 260, a decrease 
of 80%. However, out of this total, barely 104, in other 
words, 40%, would be specialized only in books. For 2022, 

the initiatives grouped in the 
Venezuelan Chamber of Editors and 
Publishers, went down from 25 in 1998 
to only 6. Out of the 110 members that 
formed part of Cavelibro in 1998, only 
35 would be left. The outlook for 
access to reading is as distressing as 
the rest of human rights.

Participating Publishing Houses 
will be: Editorial La Hoja de la Calle, 
Fundación Cuatropés, Ediciones 
Ekaré, Somos Libros y Editorial 

Dahbar, Barralibros, Banco del Libro, Libros del Fuego, 
Abediciones UCAB, Centro Gumilla, Children Service, 
Feria Itinerante, El Gran Cine, Ediciones IPS, Naufrago de 
Itaca, CDH-UCAB, Acción Solidaria, Ildis, El Buscón, 
Editorial Eclepsidra, Librería Alejandría, among others. 
Provea expects to continue the efforts of promoting 
cultural rights and also participating in a campaign for 
defending books and readers as of this experience. 

Prisoners convicted for the alleged assassination are “scapegoats”
for supporting a false official narrative

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of August 5th, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,773 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since 
January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 
have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date 
we have accrued a historical 
number of 3,670 political 
prisoners, of which 3,425 have 
been released under different 
modalities. As of April 2014 we 
recorded 117 political prisoners 
in the country. As of August 5th, 2022 the number is 245 
people, out of which 16 are women. Additionally, 9,421 people 
were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures 
under cautionary measures. 

Juan Carlos Monasterio, Argenis Valera, Emirlendris 
Benítez, Oswaldo Castillo, Alberto Bracho, Pedro Zambrano, 
Brayan Oropeza, Alejandro Pérez Gámez, Henribert Rivas, 
Yolmer Escalona, José Miguel Estrada, and Yanin Pernía were 
arbitrarily sentenced to 30 years in prison on August 5th, 
2022, for the allegedly attempting to assassinate Nicolás 
Maduro with a drone in 2018. They were accused of the 
following crimes: a) Aggravated attempted first-degree 

murder; b) Aggravated 
attempted first-degree murder 
with futile and ignoble reasons; 
c) Launching explosive 
artifacts in public spaces; d) 
Treason; e) Terrorism; and f) 
Collusion, criminal association 
and conspiracy to commit a 
crime. Ángela Espósito was 
also sentenced to 24 years of 
imprisonment for the accused 
of financing terrorism as well 

as and collusion, criminal association and conspiracy to 
commit a crime; José Eloy Rivas, on his part, was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison for the crime of financing terrorism; 
Héctor Armando Hernández Da Costa was sentenced to 16 
years of imprisonment for the crime of collusion and 
conspiracy; and Winder Anderson Vázquez was sentenced to 
5 years in prison for the crime of concealment. 

All of these convictions are produced without having 
proven any of the convicts’ responsibility in these events 
during the trial, and even with acquitting evidences existing. 
This is about a clear case in which these citizens serve as 
“scapegoats” destined to supporting a false official narrative.
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

CONATEL closes another radio station in the State of Cojedes

Officers from the National 
Telecommunications Commission 
of Venezuela [CONATEL by its 
Spanish acronym] and the 
Bolivarian National Guard [GNB 
by its Spanish initials] closed the 
Impacto 91.7 FM radio station in 
San Carlos, State of Cojedes, on 
July 29th, and forfeited their 
equipment, stating that they didn’t have the necessary 
permits to be on air. 

The journalist Carlos Hernández, one of the owners of 
Impacto 91.7 FM, informed Espacio Público that the 

CONATEL officers arrived to the radio station 
demanding “the document authorizing and/or 
licensing to exploit the radio spectrum”.

The communicator said that they didn’t 
have the document required by the officers, 
although several years ago they submitted the 
corresponding documentation to CONATEL, 
without receiving an answer.

https://bit.ly/3QtQWRt


