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The Supreme Court of Justice against guilds:
now it’s the Attorneys Bar Association of the State of Carabobo’s turn

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The Supreme Court of Justice 

[TSJ by its Spanish initials] keeps 

meddling in the internal lives of 

Venezuelan guild and 

professional organizations. Thus, 

after suspending in extremis the 

elections of the Board of 

Directors of the Attorneys Bar 

Association of the State of 

Carabobo set for May 27th, 2022, 

the country’s highest court 

ordered that guild’s Electoral Commission to request that 

the National Electoral Council [CNE by its Spanish initials] 
“accompanies” the process, while urging the electoral 

authority to supervise it. 

The decision was adopted by the Electoral Chamber 

of the TSJ in its Sentence number 00064 issued on July 

4th, 2002, ruling “in favor” of the Constitutional Certiorari 

Action filed by a member of the Attorneys Bar 

Association of the State of Carabobo in March, in which 

they denounced the Electoral Commission’s President, 

Roraima Bermúdez, for “summoning the elections without 

the participation” of the CNE. 

Nevertheless, the TSJ didn’t 

issue any statement regarding 

the denouncement filed by the 

Electoral Commission against 

the CNE, in which it accused 

the electoral authority of 

refusing to hear its petitions for 

giving a green light to its guild 

elections. Representatives of 

the Attorneys Bar Association of the State of Carabobo’s 

Electoral Commission assured that they’ve requested the 

CNE’s permission for holding the elections at least 8 times 

during the last 4 years, but haven’t received a response 

yet.
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

June: harassment and intimidation

The month of June closed with 

12 cases and 21 violations to 

freedom of speech in Venezuela, in 

which the most common 

perpetrators were, yet again, State 

security forces and officers. The 

most common violation to freedom 

of speech was intimidation, with a 

total of 10 (48% out of the 21 

violations), followed by censorship 

(4), judicial harassment (4), and 

verbal harassment (3). 

There were 17 victims of freedom of speech violations 

in June, with 8 individuals, 4 journalists or reporters, 3 

mass communication media, and 2 cases that affected 

citizens in general. A total of 5 security forces, 4 officers, 

4 State institutions, and one cyber-criminal (cracker) were 

involved in these events. 

The month started with the 

denouncement from the former 

Governor of the State of Tachira, 

Laidy Gómez, stating that the 

current pro-government Governor, 

Freddy Bernal, threatened to file a 

legal action against her for alleged 

moral harm (pain and suffering). In 

May 2021, Gómez assured that 

Bernal was implicated in 

promoting coffee contraband in 

Tachira through back-roads that communicate with 

Colombia.

https://bit.ly/3yOE2X6

https://bit.ly/3PzGZBO
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According to official figures 

from the Presidential 

Commission for the Prevention, 

Care and Control of COVID-19, 

Venezuela went from 102 cases 

of COVID-19 infections during 

the last week of June 2022 up to 

305 cases in the first week of 

July. With that, there are over 

520,000 cases and more than 

5,500 deaths recorded. There 

weren’t 300 or more cases of 

infection in the country since March 16th of this year; thus, 

specialists are talking about the start of a fourth wave of 

the pandemic. 

Patricia Valenzuela, an Infectious Diseases Specialist 

and Vice-President of the Venezuelan Society of 

Infectious Diseases, explains that for the past two weeks 

there’s been a 50% increase in infection cases. She states 

that the medical and scientific community in Venezuela 

keeps monitoring the behavior of the Omicron variant in 

order to know if the growing tendency will be exponential 

as in previous waves and if it’ll imply the collapse of the 

public health system: insufficient 

staff, medications and medical 

provisions. 

Julio Castro, a specialist in 

Internal Medicine and Infectious 

Diseases and a university professor, 

agrees with this, who, on his show 

Parte Médico [Part Physician], 
broadcasted through the YouTube 

platform, explained that this 

contagions’ peak’s intensity is still 

unknown, with the new variants B.A.4 and B.A.5, or if 

patients will require hospitalization. He specified that the 

first Omicron variant, whose peak was between 

December 2021 and January 2022, is the one with the 

most recorded cases since the beginning of the 

pandemic; nevertheless, there were fewer deaths.

Fourth COVID-19 wave in Venezuela: what we know so far

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
It’s been 5 years since Yaneth Angulo’s murder
at the hands of the police

July 11th marked another year 

since the extrajudicial execution 

that took the life of Yaneth 

Angulo, mother and educator 

originally from Barquisimeto, 

State of Lara. On July 11th, 2017, 

the Bachelor in Education was 

murdered by a State of Lara 

police officer while she tried to 

give shelter to a group of young 

protestors. 

On that day, there were riots in the surrounding 

areas of her neighborhood within the framework of the 

2017 protests and a wave of violence was unleashed 

when officers from the state police and members of the 

Bolivarian National Guard intervened. Young people 

and adults escaping the repression headed towards 

Angulo’s neighborhood, she hid in her house with her 

daughter in order to shelter 

themselves from the gunfire. 

However, when she saw a 

young man fall down in front 

of her house, she opened the 

door to help him. At that 

moment a police officer shot 

her in the head, causing her 

death. 

Her neighbors took her to 

a hospital, but she was DOA. That marked the end of 

her life and the start of her family’s process for seeking 

justice. In 2021, after more than 20 hearings and many 

deferrals, those who were responsible for her death 

were acquitted by a judge without any grounds or 

motivation whatsoever. Therefore, her sister decided to 

file an appeal and not give up until achieving access to 

justice, truth and redress.

https://bit.ly/3OdfJI4
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Flourishing in the Abyss

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Provea is disclosing the results 

of the report Florecer en el 
abismo. Respuesta del movimiento 
de derechos humanos venezolano 
a la erosión de la institucionalidad 
democrática (1999-2019) 
[Flourishing in the Abyss. 
Response of the Venezuelan 
Human Rights Movement to the 
Erosion of Democratic 
Institutionality (1999-2019)]. This 

document systematizes the strategies for defending 

human rights, democracy and civic space promoted by 

organizations during two decades. The information 

sources were the analysis of 901 statements, 11 in-depth 

interviews with established human rights defenders, 

besides a survey that was answered by 63 activists 

incorporated to the movement since the year 2002.

The report generated 32 conclusions and 8 lessons 

learned: 1) You don’t react to a narrative with hegemonic 

pretensions, you face it with an alternative narrative; 2) 

The importance of articulated and network work; 3) The 

NGOs should address political 

conflicts from human rights 

principles; 4) Democracy should 

be actively defended, along with 

work promoting human rights; 5) 

NGOs must stimulate strategic 

thinking in a situation of 

democratic erosion for making 

decisions; 6) NGOs need to 

diversify their audiences and use 

comprehensible language; 7) 

Denouncements must be balanced with positive stories 

and pedagogy that brings human rights closer to people’s 

everyday lives in order to avoid “apocalyptic fatigue” and 

blocking citizens; and 8) International incidence must be 

carried out in different levels.

ICC Prosecutor requested to continue the investigation
on Venezuela for crimes against humanity

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of July 15th, 2022 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since 

January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 

have been presented before 

military courts. Up to this date 

we have accrued a historical 

number of 3,667 political 

prisoners, of which 3,425 have 

been released under different 

modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in the 

country. As of July 15th, 2022 the number is 242 people, out 

of which 16 are women. Additionally, 9,421 people were or are 

being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 

cautionary measures. 

The process before the International Criminal Court (ICC) 

in the “Venezuela I” situation, that links agents of the 

Venezuelan State with the 

commission of crimes against 

humanity, at least since 2014, still 

continues. An incidence is 

proposed at this moment after the 

request of the International 

Criminal Court Prosecutor, Karim 

Khan, for continuing the 

investigation that had been 

temporarily suspended waiting for 

the Venezuelan government to be 

able to demonstrate that timely, unbiased and genuine 

investigations were progressing on the events that had been 

submitted to the consideration of the ICC Prosecutor’s Office. 

Having ended said term, the government wasn’t able to prove 

the existence of genuine and objective investigations on such 

events; therefore, according to what is set forth in Article 

18(2) of the Rome Statute, it requested the Pre-Trial 

Chamber’s authorization in order to continue the 

investigation. 

https://bit.ly/3IYEFSV
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The United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights 

(UNHCHR), Michelle Bachelet, 

expressed her concern in her most 

recent report on the situation of 

Venezuela, presented before the 

Human Rights Council, regarding 

the slowness with which national 

authorities are performing the 

investigations and the manner in 

which they’re being approached.

The officer revealed in her report that out of the 591 

inquiries that the Prosecutor General’s Office announced 

it had opened for murders, injuries, tortures, and arbitrary 

detentions occurred between 2017 and 2019, only 26 have 

culminated in sentences (21 convictions and 5 acquittals); 

in other words, just 4.3%. Likewise, she attributed these 

“long delays” to the “changes in prosecutors and the 

repeated deferrals of hearings”. Bachelet highlighted the 

investigations related to the deaths of the students Juan 

Pablo Pernalete and Diego Arellano, occurred during the 

repression of the anti-government wave of protests of 

2017, on which she said: “The prosecutors were changed 

at least 15 times, causing additional delays, trauma and 

re-victimizations”. 

The outgoing high commissioner stated in her report 

that she had evidence that eleven cases are still in the 

investigation stage, in spite of 

having initiated five years ago, 

much longer than what’s 

stipulated by law. Therefore, the 

officer called upon the 

authorities for the “prompt 

conclusion of the legal 

proceedings in these cases, 

with all the guarantees of due 

process, in order to assure 

access to justice and redress to the victims and their 

families”. 

Bachelet’s report, as well as those from other 

international authorities, not only contains 

denouncements, but also presents a roadmap to revert 

the serious situation lived by Venezuela in human rights 

matters. We’d like to believe that authorities will observe it 

at some point, because up to now the Venezuelan State 

hasn’t complied with any of the 43 recommendations 

contained in the high commissioner’s reports since she’s 

been in office.

Bachelet states that there are long delays in investigations
of human rights violations in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

“Risas y libertad de expresión” returns to the stage

After having to postpone the 

activity due to the cyclone alert in the 

country, Un Mundo Sin Mordaza 

presents the stand-up show “Risas y 
libertad de expression” [“Laughter and 
Freedom of Speech”], on this occasion 

at the P. Gustavo Sucre auditorium in 

the Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, 

in Caracas. 

Paola Moretti, comedian and activist, and Diego Ponce 

de León, activist of the organization and attorney, will be 

hosting the show, while the participating comedians will 

be Valentina Royero, scriptwriter and content creator, 

Carluis Medina, comedian, and Carlos 

Jelambi, creative writer and 

audiovisual director. 

The purpose of this show is to 

defend one of the most violated rights 

in the current Venezuelan context 

through art and comedy, besides 

disseminating the Informe Libertad de 
Expresión y Autocensura 2021 

[Freedom of Speech and Self-Censorship 2021 Report]. 
This is why Un Mundo Sin Mordaza seeks the population’s 

active participation in the defense of human rights 

through these creative initiatives and spaces.

https://bit.ly/3BcnP11
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Upon addressing a conflict, it 

can have different approaches 

regarding prevention, 

management, resolution, and 

transformation. This will depend 

on the historical moment lived by 

a society. Conflict prevention or 

management are addressed in the 

short-term and seek avoiding a 

rise and entering into worse 

situations; while conflict 

resolution is worked in the medium or long-term, seeking 

to create positive peace when the country’s potentialities 

allow to do so. Conflict resolution doesn’t seek to end it 

but to redefine it. The actors decide to sit down, reach 

agreements on the conflict’s most immediate aspects and 

achieve others to channel. When the actors sit down and 

agree there’s the possibility of redefining the conflict, 

expecting compliance of the agreed terms. 

For Jean Paul Lederach, conflict transformation refers 

to passing on to a systemic order accustomed to conflict 

to a systemic order that generates processes of peace 

infrastructures and readjustment. That conceptual 

outlook implies a reflection on the country’s historical 

moment and challenges onwards. It’s a proactive point of 

view that sees in every conflict not only something 

inherent to social systems, but also the possibility of social 

change and transformation. The logic of conflict 

transformation is systemic. It doesn’t just deal with 

tending to accurate elements of the conflict but it seeks 

to analyze the elements that 

generate tension in order to 

change it from a systemic logic. 

Why is it important to talk 

about conflict transformation in 

Venezuela? We must think of a 

logic of transformation 

considering a long-term 

perspective. The conflict hasn’t 

been resolved and besides we 

have an inherently conflictive system, that has the seeds 

sewn for having more episodes. In order to transform 

conflict in Venezuela, we must: 1) Complete an economic 

transition that allows to alleviate the impact of the crisis 

on Venezuelans’ economy and improve the disposable 

income, in order to do this, it’s necessary to reactivate 

national production and recover the value of salaries; 2) 

Work for the re-institutionalization of the public powers, 

including a re-democratization process; and 3) Reform 

the justice system. An independent and autonomous 

Judiciary Power is essential for democracies.

How should the situation in Venezuela be addressed
from conflict transformation?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3uT5ORi


