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In a community diagnostic 
performed by Acción Solidaria 
between March and April of this 
year, 399 people were surveyed and 
20% of the them admitted that they 
live with HIV. Out of this number 14% 
identified themselves as women. 
Now then, is there a marked 
difference between the number of 
men and women living with HIV? 
The answer is no. 

According to UNAIDS, 51% of the people that lived 
with HIV in 2015 were women, teenage girls or young girls; 
in 2020 that percentage increased up to 53%. In that 
same year, 50% of new HIV infections were among 
women and young girls. 

It must be said that reality changes by 
context and regions. Thus, according to 
information collected by CEPAZ, 67% of the 
people living with HIV in Venezuela between 
2014 and 2017 were men. However, the 
proportion of women with the virus has 
increased considerably, due to the fact that in 
2007, 20% of people with HIV were women, in 
2015 this percentage rose up to 38%. 
Calculating the estimate is currently difficult 

because of the diagnostic tests coverage and the lack of 
official figures on the epidemic. 

Speaking of HIV is also speaking of women

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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In the last negotiation process 
occurred in Venezuela, that started on 
August 13th, 2021 and is currently on 
hiatus, parties signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding. Noruega is still the 
facilitator, and the parties also 
appointed the Netherlands and Russia 
as accompanying countries. 
According to the memorandum of 
understanding, different topics will be 
discussed, such as reestablishing 
democratic institutions, redress for the victims, the 
elections, and the sanctions. Civil society representatives 
also organized themselves in order to monitor the 
process. Nevertheless, there was a setback last October 
during the negotiations. The head of the delegation 
representing the Venezuelan government won’t attend 
the next round of conversations due to the extradition of 
his close ally, the Colombian citizen Alex Saab, to the 
United States. 

What does the negotiation process need in order to 
succeed? A roadmap clearly explaining the demands and 
possible concessions of each side. It’s important that 
neither side tries to guess what’s relevant to the other, but 
rather that claims be treated in a clear and direct manner. 
Civil society’s inclusion is also essential, since peace 
processes that include civil society have greater 
probabilities of success. The lack of inclusion of civil 
society in Venezuela hinders the processes’ completion. 
The United Nations’ role is also important, due to the fact 

that this organization provides a 
fundamental unbiased support. 
Women’s inclusion in the negotiation 
process is critical. Women in 
Venezuela haven’t been included in 
the negotiation process in spite of 
their key role they play. Women’s 
participation can be key in facilitating 
internal agreements between 
different leaders and peace 
agreements are 64% less likely to fail. 

Lastly, political leaders must be strengthened and new 
actors must be allowed to participate. The opposition 
needs to have renewed readerships, uplifting 
decision-making mechanisms internally, in a democratic 
manner and accepting new participants. A possible 
inclusion model could be that civil society elects some 
representatives that are part of a Board accompanying 
the main Board, a model that’s been used in other 
countries. Negotiators can also consult with civil society 
and rely on its expertise in economic, human rights and 
humanitarian areas; moreover, it’ll be of great value for 
achieving better agreements. 

Opportunities and obstacles in negotiation processes

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3ACeorh

https://bit.ly/3OZPJRw
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The Supreme Court of Justice relieved Maduro
from fulfilling his salary promises

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Venezuelan authorities can 
keep making promises, even 
though later they don’t fulfill 
them or just do them halfway, due 
to the fact that the Supreme 
Court of Justice denied taking 
measures against these practices. 
Therefore, the country’s highest 
court refused to admit a claim 
that sought to force Nicolás 
Maduro’s government to comply with its salary promises 
of increasing wages, salaries, pensions, and retirement 
plans of Venezuelan civil servants up to one half of a 
petro. The Political-Administrative Chamber of the 
Supreme Court of Justice declared a claim as 
“inadmissible” on June 30th, 2022 due to the abstention 
attempted by at least three guild organizations of the 
Bolivarian National Armed Forces [FANB by its Spanish 
initials] reserve. 

The National Federation of Professional Troop 
Sergeants in Active Reserve Situation of the Bolivarian 

National Armed Forces, the 
National Federation of 
Professional Troops in Active 
Reserve Situation of the 
Bolivarian National Armed 
Forces and the Civil Association 
in Situation of Active Reserve of 
the Bolivarian National Armed 
Forces of the State of Carabobo 
filed a claim against Nicolás 

Maduro in September 2021 for not fulfilling his promise 
concerning salaries that he made in 2018 regarding 
increasing salaries, wages, pensions and retirement plans 
of Venezuelan civil servants up to one half of a petro. A 
substitute teacher from the Ministry of Education joined 
this legal action in December 2021. 

 

Even though she 
qualified them as 
“promising steps”, the 
outgoing UNHCHR, 
Michelle Bachelet, has very 
diplomatically admitted 
that the legal and 
institutional reforms being 
made in the Venezuelan 
Justice System by the followers of Hugo Chavez’s policies 
won’t help in reinforcing the courts’ autonomy and also 
they’re probably unconstitutional. 

“The magistrates’, and even the alternates’, obvious 
ties to political parties raise concerns regarding the 
Judiciary Power and the separation of powers”, wrote the 
former Chilean leader in the last report she presented 
before the Human Rights Council, prepared before 
leaving her position with information concerning the 
Venezuelan situation from May 2021 up to April this year. 

In said report, Bachelet highlighted that authorities 
haven’t taken any measures for fighting judges’ 

temporary status even though Article 255 of 
the Constitution sets forth that “the entry into 
the judiciary career and the judges’ 
promotions shall be performed through 
Prequalification and Competitive Public 
Invitations to Tender assuring the participants’ 
suitability and excellence.” Bachelet’s report 
confirms the warnings made from the human 
rights movement stating that legal and 

political reforms have been embellished and don’t imply 
an actual turnaround that allows the democracy 
rebuilding process to move forward. The appointments of 
the “new” Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish 
initials] and other authorities of the Judiciary Power to 
verify that re-institutionalization promises are part of a 
strategy attempting to deceive international authorities.

Bachelet admits that the appointment of the “new”
Supreme Court of Justice doesn’t guarantee judicial independence

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

https://bit.ly/3ySF2ee

https://bit.ly/3NWuVcB
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Arbitrary detentions against social leaders
and human rights defenders continue in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The recent report on Venezuela 
presented by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR) provides evidence that 
restrictions to civic space still persist. 
There are 154 recorded cases of 
harassment, threats, stigmatization, 
violence, and criminalization against 
human rights defenders, union leaders, 
journalists, and other civil society members. 5 detentions 
were also documented in the period referred in the report. 

The criminalization pattern hasn’t changed in 2022. 
Between July 4th and 7th, Provea documented the 
detention of 7 union activists and from the Bandera Roja 
[Red Flag] political party, who have been charged with 
crimes set forth in the Organic Act against Organized 
Crime and Financing of Terrorism. The apprehensions 
occurred in several regions: Caracas, Valles del Tuy, the 
State of Falcon and the State of Yaracuy. Gabriel Blanco is 

among the detainees, a union leader 
and humanitarian worker, and Diannet 
Blanco’s husband, she’s a human 
rights defender, and a collaborator of 
Provea as well as a former political 
prisoner. Provea’s attorneys from were 
present in that case, confirming that 
officers from the Military 
Counterintelligence General 

Directorate [DGCIM by its Spanish acronym] arrived to 
the Blanco family’s house without an arrest warrant, 
which was issued six hours after the police operation had 
initiated. 

The total of recorded detentions by the United Nations 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UN-OHCHR) during 2021 was surpassed in just one week 
of 2022. This is why the international community must be 
vigilant before the ever-growing threats for human rights 
organizations and Venezuelan civil society. 

New attack against the right to association and to peaceful protest

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of July 8th, 2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,766 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we 
have accrued a historical number of 
3,661 political prisoners, of which 
3,425 have been released under 
different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 
political prisoners in the country. As of July 8th, 2022 the 
number is 236 people, out of which 16 are women. 
Additionally, 9,421 people were or are being unjustly 
subjected to criminal procedures under cautionary 
measures. 

A new attack against the right to association and the 
right to peaceful protest has been recorded since the 4th 

of July. Seven people, all members of 
the Bandera Roja political party or 
union leaders who have participated 
in several peaceful demonstrations 
on a national level, have been 
arbitrarily detained under charges of 
alleged “terrorism” and “criminal 
association”, being Alcides Bracho, 
leader of this political party, one of 
them. Several union leaders’ homes 
have also been raided, as well as 

those of other members of said political organization, 
constituting a new police and judiciary attack against 
those who dare express themselves against the power in 
Venezuela. When this report was drafted, only Alcides 
Brach had been presented before court; the rest of the 
detainees –a woman among them– haven’t even been 
taken to court and in some cases no one knows of their 
whereabouts. 


