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Gustavo Petro and human rights in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The President-Elect of 

Colombia, Gustavo Petro, when 

he assumes office in the 

upcoming month of August, will 

possibly make significant 

changes in regards to the 

neighboring country’s relation 

with Venezuela. It’s not just about 

opening borders and reinforcing 

economic integration. There are 

serious human rights problems 

that must be addressed. 

On the one hand, there’s a concerning situation 

regarding violence between both of the countries’ 

borders that requires mutual cooperation. This violence 

generates forced displacements in both territories and the 

inadequate action of public forces produce serious 

violations to human rights. Thus, 

the population is subjected to the 

violence of irregular armed groups 

and violence of the State. 

On the other hand, there’s no 

democracy in Venezuela, and 

institutionality requires to be 

rebuilt based on principles of 

transparency, respect of human 

rights and independence of 

powers. The new Colombian 

government could play an important role together with 

other countries so that democracy returns to Venezuela, 

recommendations regarding human rights matters of 

international organizations heeded, and transparent, 

inclusive and credible presidential elections are held with 

international oversight.

Recent report from the High Commissioner affirms that human rights
are systematically violated in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of July 1st, 2022 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,759 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since 

January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 

have been presented before 

military courts. Up to this date 

we have accrued a historical 

number of 3,661 political 

prisoners, of which 3,422 have 

been released under different 

modalities. 

As of April 2014 we 

recorded 117 political prisoners in the country. As of July 

1st, 2022 the number is 239 people, out of which 16 are 

women. Additionally, 9,418 people were or are being 

unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 

cautionary measures. 

The recent report (June 2022) on the human rights 

situation in Venezuela presented by the United Nations 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(UN-OHCHR) highlights some advances we can call 

“cosmetic” in regards to the legislative changes in 

Venezuela since a formal 

initiation of an investigation was 

announced before the 

International Criminal Court 

(ICC) in November 2021. 

However, although the report’s 

excessively diplomatic language 

tries to maintain a balance, it 

also highlights that these 

legislative changes, such as the 

one that imposes the prohibition 

of judging civilians in military 

jurisdiction or the restrictions to 

pre-trial detentions, aren’t enough by themselves, due to 

the fact it clearly expresses that most of the prior 

recommendations from that authority haven’t been heard. 

A total of 43 of the previous recommendations of the 

High Commissioner to the Venezuelan State have been 

ignored; furthermore, arbitrary detentions, tortures, 

enforced disappearances, and in general human rights 

violations haven’t stopped. Human rights are 

systematically violated in Venezuela and that reality has 

been clearly described in the report that was presented. 

This is very important and it has been very positive.
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Illegal economies in Venezuela report over 9.4 billion dollars a year

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

For over ten months, Transparencia 

Venezuela, along with a group of 

investigators and experts, analyzed and 

identified the illegal economies of greatest 

magnitude occurring in the country. From 

the study it can be observed that just drug, 

gold, fuel trafficking and illegal port and 

customs activities annually report over 9.4 

billion dollars to criminal organizations 

protected by corrupt officials.

The Illegal Economies at the protection 
of corruption [Economías ilícitas al amparo 
de la corrupción] reveals that in these last 

few years the weight of these activities 

increased in Venezuela from an analysis performed by the 

economy and finance firm Ecoanalítica. According to this 

study, the volume of illegal operations is equal to 21% of 

Venezuela’s GDP, being at 43.440 billion 

US dollars. 

The investigation concludes that 

Venezuela has become in one of the 

epicenters of organized crime in the 

region, while citizen’s human rights are 

violated in order to guarantee the 

economic benefit of corrupt structures, its 

continuity through time, and the impunity 

of their acts. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

Nicolás Maduro’s “joke” gives away homophobia in Venezuela

In the last week of Pride Month, 

Nicolás Maduro, as the leader of 

the Venezuelan regime, 

broadcasted his most recent show 

of disdain through TV against the 

LGBQTIA+ community. His exact 

words were: “go and put on a red 
shirt. I’m going to wear a red shirt, 
Victor Clark, because wearing pink 
makes both of us look suspicious, especially you”, as 

mockery and contempt, and insinuating that by not 

complying with heterosexual gender stereotypes 

makes you seem “suspicious”. 

It’s imperative to consider that these stigmatizing 

statements are issued by the country’s leader through 

TV and, consequently, it’s clear that they can be 

far-reaching in the nation. In addition to the above, it’s 

inserted in a context of constant similar events on 

behalf of followers of Hugo Chávez’s policies during 

these last years, and in a country with hundreds of 

denouncements for human rights violations against 

members of the LGBTQIA+ community and where, 

furthermore, there’s a clear legislative backwardness in 

the matter in comparison to other Latin American 

States. This proposes an interesting debate on the 

responsible use of freedom of 

speech on behalf of high-ranking 

government officials, regarding 

the risk generated by promoting 

these types of stigmas against a 

community that’s in a situation of 

vulnerability in Venezuela.

Maduro has made numerous 

comments throughout the years that demonstrate a 

pattern of mockery and hostility against the LGBTQIA+ 

community, and as to public policies, it’s far from a 

change for granting equal rights to LGBTQIA+ people. 

Here at Defiende Venezuela, we demand that the 

Venezuelan State guarantees everyone’s rights. On 

June 30th we had the discussion group “LGBTQIA+ 

Pride: More than a Rainbow”, in order to discuss the 

reality of this community’s rights in our country. 

https://bit.ly/3I9OXPn

https://youtu.be/6K2qJXkCoEw
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One month. That’s 

how long it’s taken for the 

Electoral Chamber of the 

Supreme Court of Justice 

[TSJ by its Spanish 
initials] to exit the 

paralysis it was sunk in by 

the decision of the 

Parliament elected in 

2020 after reducing the number of its members from five 

to three and only leaving one of its former members. Four 

weeks after the changes the authority has issued its first 

nine decisions, two of them have been directed against 

the electoral processes prepared by two Attorneys Bar 

Associations. However, out of both rulings, the one that 

has the most repercussions is the former, published under 

number 038, in which the elections were cautiously 

suspended in order to renew the Board of Directors of the 

Attorneys Bar Association of the State of Carabobo set 

for May 27th. 

Why did the Chamber make such decision? Because 

the professional organization’s Electoral Commission had 

prepared the process behind the National Electoral 

Council’s [CNE by its Spanish initials] back, just like it was 

denounced by the claimant, the attorney Gianni Evidio 

Piva Torres in the brief he filed on May 18th. In order to 

support his claim, the claimant quoted in his 

Constitutional Certiorari Action requesting a cautionary 

measure, statements from the President of the 

Association’s Electoral Commission, Roraima Álvarez, 

assuring that they had been waiting for eight years for the 

arbitrator to approve the elections. 

The Electoral Chamber didn’t just 

paralyze the elections of the Attorneys Bar 

Association of the State of Carabobo, but 

also shifted its attention to the State of Lara. 

Thus, in decision number 039, the authority 

accepted to revise a claim that the 

Contentious Administrative Dispute Court of 

the State of Lara against a similar process 

initiated in the guild organization of the 

mid-western region. Nevertheless, in this occasion, the 

country’s highest court didn’t issue any measure, because 

the claimants’ petition wasn’t very clear. In Lara, according 

to the account in the ruling, the situation is more complex 

because the last Board of Directors of the Attorneys Bar 

Association elected in 2017 can’t hold sessions, due to the 

fact that its President (José Luis Machado Astudillo) 

passed away and the rest of the members resigned, 

leaving only two of the originals. Therefore, in March, the 

Association’s General Assembly resolved to appoint 

another provisional Board, that hasn’t been able to 

assume its functions because it has been objected by 

some of the members. The decisions leave in evidence 

that the strategy for neutralizing and intervening guild 

and union organizations’ freedom of association, among 

others, that the TSJ along with the CNE have moved 

forward in the last two decades, is still part of the agenda 

of the “new” Supreme Court of Justice. 

“New” Electoral Chamber starts with the same jurisprudence
on Attorneys Bar Associations’ elections

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza presented the Freedom of Speech
and Self-Censorship Report before the IACHR

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza had the 

opportunity to present before a 

hearing of the Inter-American 

Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 

the Freedom of Speech and 
Self-Censorship Report [Informe de 
Libertad de Expresión y Autocensura], 
in order to expose the context in this 

Venezuelan scope during the year 2021. 

A balance of the types of violations of the right to 

freedom of speech that occurred 

during this year was performed in the 

intervention, in which 41 citizens and 

press workers were detained.

Additionally, the acts of 

harassment, threats, physical, moral 

or psychological aggressions, were 

also addressed, out of which 87 were recorded 

throughout the entire country and 39 incidences towards 

traditional mass communication media.

https://bit.ly/3AmVPXK
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37 persons reported missing in mining areas
of the State of Bolivar during the last 8 months

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

In its recent report on missing 

persons at the Orinoco Mining 

Arc (OMA), the Comisión para los 

Derechos Humanos y la 

Ciudadanía (Codehciu) urged the 

Venezuelan State to design a 

missing persons search protocol 

in violent contexts, based on 

human rights protection 

international standards. 

In an eight-month period, between September 2021 

and April 2022, the human rights defense organization 

recorded 37 missing persons reports in 7 mining 

municipalities of the State of Bolivar. The Municipality of 

Sifontes was the one that presented the most cases, with 

17 persons; followed by Sucre (03), El Callao (03), Gran 

Sabana (02), and Piar (01); the report alerts that there are 

at least 9 persons on the record whose whereabouts are 

unknown. 

Out of the total number of records, 30 

persons remain disappeared and two 

appeared lifeless. Codehciu’s report explains 

that 65% of the missing persons are men 

between the ages of 20 and 58, and 35% are 

women between the ages 18 and 55; and the 

ages of another 15 persons are unknown. 

Codehciu urges the Venezuelan State to 

make an official statement on these 

disappearances related to the Orinoco 

Mining Arc (OMA) and to recognize its responsibility. 

Likewise, to design a missing persons search protocol in 

violent contexts, to guarantee that these events will not 

repeat themselves again, and to protect their families’ 

dignity. 

Peace-building notions in 

Venezuela must respond to the 

Venezuelan crisis’s complexity. The 

situation in Venezuela is characterized 

by political violence, generalized 

violence in society and by human rights 

violations. Some of the elements 

increasing the complexity are the 

existence of criminal groups in the 

national territory, the environmental 

damage caused by illicit activities and generalized 

corruption. In order to build peace in the country, we must 

seek recognition of the crisis’s origin, clarification of the 

truth, determination of responsibilities through a justice 

process, and redress to the victims. Reconciliation doesn’t 

mean an encounter of political leadership and elites, but 

rather society’s reconciliation. 

One of the mechanisms that allow working on building 

peace in contexts of dictatorships or conflicts are 

negotiations, since they allow a space for mutual 

recognition of the different parties in a conflict and 

creating bridges for communication among 

representatives of society’s different factors. It’s 

important that negotiations don’t just 

address the effects of conflicts, but 

also their causes. 

Even though there have been 

several attempts to negotiate a 

peaceful solution to the political and 

human rights crises in Venezuela, 

these efforts had failed in previous 

occasions due to different underlying 

problems. In 2020, the Venezuelan government and a 

platform from the opposition initiated a new negotiation 

process facilitated by Noruega’s government. This 

country had been present during previous efforts in 2018 

and it facilitated conversations between Nicolás Maduro 

and Juan Guaidó in Oslo and Barbados from May to 

August 2019.

How can we speak of peace in Venezuela?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3AmfIhD

https://bit.ly/3Ie0xJl
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