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Former Mayor of Guanta pleaded guilty
in a criminal plot against PDVSA

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The former Mayor of the 

Municipality of Guanta in the State 

of Anzoategui, Jhonnathan Marín 

Sanguino, pleaded guilty on 

Thursday before a Court from the 

Southern District of Florida, United 

States, for charges regarding 

corruption in Venezuela. He is 

accused of conspiring for money 

laundering coming from a criminal plot in which he played 

an important role in the irregular delivery of contracts of 

PDVSA [the State-owned oil company]. He won almost 4 

million US dollars in profits. 

Marín Sanguino, who was in the pro-government 

ranks, declaring himself as “Chávez’s son”, received 

payments form bribes between 2015 and 2017 adding up 

to an amount of 3.8 million US dollars, according to the 

events related by the Prosecutor’s Office at the court 

trying the case. He received the money from a 

businessman (identified only as “co-conspirator 1”), in 

exchange of “using his official 

position as Mayor of Guanta for 

influencing officials of PDVSA’s 

subsidiary companies for allocating 

contracts to the companies of the 

co-conspirator 1”.

The money was transferred to 

accounts controlled by Jhonnathan 

Marín Sanguino as well as by his relatives in South Florida, 

which allowed the former Mayor to acquire luxury goods 

such as real-estate properties and even the use of private 

jets. This is one of the hundreds of corruption cases 

recorded in Venezuela in the last two decades that drove 

the country towards the Complex Humanitarian 

Emergency it has been suffering since at least 2015. 
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Opportunities for human rights under new Colombian Presidency

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Gustavo Petro was elected in the 

second round over Rodolfo 

Hernández for the Presidency of 

Colombia, with 50.44% of the votes. 

In this manner our brother country 

experiments a political process of 

bureaucratic replacement after years 

of predominance of the liberal and 

conservative political parties. For the 

first time, the South American 

country will have a president de of a 

left-winged government that even 

though it generates questions for Venezuelans, it also 

represents opportunities for the human rights situation of 

our country. 

In the first place, maintaining and improving policies 

for forced Venezuelan migrants who are in Colombian soil. 

This is a very important issue of vital interest for both 

governments and human rights organizations. In second 

place, the relaunch of bilateral relations could help to 

improve the Complex Humanitarian Emergency situation 

in matters of supply and accessibility of not only food, but 

also of provisions, medications and 

other essential goods. Petro could 

perform an important role in the 

interest of generating a political 

space for negotiation of the parties 

in the conflict, in a similar way as 

Hugo Chávez contributed for the 

peace process in Colombia. The 

Colombian State has vast 

experience in its relations with 

international human rights 

protection organizations, even in 

situations of conflict. From that experience we could learn 

and adapt it to our circumstances. 

There exists a concern regarding those who are in exile 

and have been politically persecuted who are on the other 

side of the border. We trust that the Colombian 

institutionality will live up to its international 

commitments in matters of human rights, including the 

petitions for asylum and refuge. We wish all the best to 

Gustavo Petro and all Colombians in the country’s new 

stage in life. 

https://bit.ly/3QQ2Jum
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On Sunday June 19th, Cristian 

Morales, representative of the 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

and the Pan-American Health 

Organization (PAHO) in 

Venezuela, announced that 32 

projects will be implemented in 

order to reinforce the public health 

system: support with medications 

and provisions, improvement of 

capacities in hospitals and Integral 

Diagnostic Centers [CDI by its 

Spanish initials], and training of health staff. 

In an interview broadcasted by the TV channel 

Globovisión, Morales assured that they’re “discussing with 

the Ministry of Health where the priorities are” in order to 

raise the infrastructure and improve management of 

resources. But approximately seven years ago, the 

medical and nursing staff has 

been warning on the conditions, a 

consequence of the Complex 

Humanitarian Emergency which 

should be our focus point. 

As a matter of fact, in 2021 the 

Venezuelan Observatory of Labor 

Contentiousness and Union 

Management of the Institute of 

Higher Union Studies recorded 

1,348 protests, out of which 30% 

were led by the health sector. 

WHO and PAHO will implement projects in order
to improve hospitals’ infrastructure in Venezuela

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

Venezuela doesn’t have any laws protecting LGBTQIA+ people

There isn’t a legal framework in 

Venezuela that protects the 

LGBTQIA+ Community and that 

allows its members to enjoy the 

same rights and guarantees as the 

rest of the citizens. Even though the 

legislation doesn’t criminalize 

homosexual relations, it doesn’t 

expressly acknowledge their 

existence either. 

By not recognizing the legal 

institution of equal marriage, LGBTQIA+ people can’t 

enjoy their right of establishing a family, acknowledged 

in international treaties in matters of human rights. This 

situation propels the proliferation of a hate culture 

against the community, and the State is an accomplice 

of these acts by not promoting initiatives that prevent 

discrimination against people from this community. On 

the other hand, transgender people can’t have a name 

that identifies them according to their gender; although 

in 2010 Venezuela modified Article 146 of the Civil 

Registry Organic Act for enabling a simple proceeding 

that allows to change a name, there aren’t any 

successful cases of a transgender person who achieved 

the change of identity, 

neither is there a legal 

proceeding stipulated for 

changing a gender marker. 

Here at Defiende 

Venezuela, we’ve 

documented and litigated 

cases supporting intersex 

and homosexual people’s 

right to health, bisexual 

people’s right to a family, 

and transgender people’s right to an identity, and we 

hope to keep documenting cases and promoting 

human rights. We can’t allow any more people to 

become victims of violence, stigmatization, 

discrimination, and impunity, and we won’t tolerate any 

more deaths due to hate crimes based on gender 

identity or sexual orientation. The Venezuelan State has 

the responsibility of (i) promoting the free 

development of these people in all aspects of everyday 

life, (ii) acting in order to prevent, investigate and 

sanction any type of violation, and (iii) creating 

effective mechanisms in order to assure equality to all 

people. 

https://bit.ly/3zVM2rH
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From bad to worse. That’s how 

the democratic institutionality crisis 

faced by Venezuela has been going 

for years, which makes sense 

because the reasons that caused it 

–“the interference of the Executive 

Power with other public powers and 

that have derived from the absence 

of the Rule of Law”– have done 

nothing more than getting worse during these last 

months. The denouncement was drawn up by the 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in 

its annual report 2021, in which this authority didn’t 

overlook the fact that the government party in Venezuela 

has taken over the absolute control of the Parliament [AN 
by its Spanish initials], “the last institution of national 

public power having democratic legitimacy”, through 

questionable parliamentary elections in December 2020.

Due to this situation, the entity assigned to the 

Organization of American States (OAS) has kept the 

country in its Chapter IV for the seventh year in a row, 

popularly known as the blacklist of countries in matters of 

human rights. The authority argued that in Venezuela 

persists “a serious violation of fundamental elements and 

of representative democracy institutions set forth in the 

Inter-American Democratic Charter, which are essential 

means for achieving human rights”, materialized through 

“abusive exercise of power that 

undermines or denies the Rule of 

Law”, as well as by “the systematic 

infringement of the independence 

of the Judiciary Power” and the 

event of an “unconstitutional 

alteration of the constitutional 

regime that seriously impairs the 

democratic order”. 

According to the IACHR, the absence of the 

separation of powers, especially the cooptation of justice 

on behalf of the followers of Hugo Chávez’s policies, is 

one of the factors that “has facilitated the commission of 

serious human rights violations” such as extrajudicial 

executions, enforced disappearances, tortures, arbitrary 

detentions, restrictions to freedom of speech, and attacks 

against activists and organizations that promote 

fundamental guarantees. As customary, the IACHR didn’t 

only formulate objections to authorities, but also 

presented a series of recommendations for reverting the 

situation; in this sense, it presented a roadmap for 

reverting the dramatic situation in Venezuela. 

According to the IACHR, the “democratic institutionality crisis
will keep getting worse” in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Comedy as a vehicle for defending the right to freedom of speech

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza will 

present on June 30th the stand-up 

comedy show “Risas y libertad de 
expression” [“Laughter and freedom 
of speech”], an activity that seeks to 

defend one of the most violated 

rights in Venezuela through art and 

comedy. The event will take place at 

Cabrujas Hall in Los Palos Grandes, in 

Caracas, and it will serve to make 

clearly visible the Freedom of Speech and 
Self-Censorship Report 2021 [Informe de Libertad de 
Expression y Autocensura 2021]. 

The hosts of this activity will be Paola Moretti, 

comedienne and activist, and Diego Ponce de León, 

attorney and human rights defender, 

who will be in charge of introducing 

the guest comedians, Venezuelans 

Valentina Royero, scriptwriter and 

content creator; Rolando Díaz, 

Venezuelan scriptwriter and physicist, 

and Carlos Jelambi, creative writer and 

audiovisual director. 

These types of initiatives seek to 

encourage and motivate people’s participation in 

activities that promote and defend the fight for human 

rights in Venezuela. Artistic expressions, such as stand-up 

comedy, generate empathy and closeness among the 

population, and offer spaces to exchange experiences 

and different points of view. 

https://bit.ly/3NlXsrL
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Peace can be understood as 

negative peace and positive 

peace. Negative peace is the 

absence of conflict when it has 

started. This apparent peace is 

associated to the silence 

experienced during dictatorships 

or in times where there is 

ceasefire. Positive peace is built 

day after day in society according 

to its needs. Seen in this sense, 

peace isn’t a state, but rather a process. There will always 

be conflicts in society. Peace building processes 

contribute towards paths for its transformation or 

resolution, not only focusing on the conflict’s effects but 

also on its origin and causes. Reducing the forms of 

violence isn’t enough in order to build peace, but also 

promoting positive relations and being aware that it may 

have its setbacks. 

What’s language’s relevance in building peace? We 

need to have a common language in order to talk about 

peace, and for this we need to identify the actors with 

whom we communicate. Common language on peace 

exists in Venezuela, since we have the shared experiences 

for having a conversation regarding the country. However, 

some actors face challenges when communicating our 

vision on positive peace to people in the international 

community because we don’t share the same empirical or 

cultural references. It’s important to build a language of 

common peace in order to talk about the situation in 

Venezuela. 

What do we mean by global 

peace? It’s an approach that 

allows conceiving and analyzing 

the different objectives of the 

peace processes and their 

correlation with different 

historical and cultural contexts. 

The world peace approach has 

been reworked in the research of 

German Political Scientist Sabine 

Kurtenbach, from the Institute 

Latin American Studies of the German Institute for Global 

and Area Studies (GIGA Institute). She proposes three 

fundamental elements: physical integrity, individual and 

collective fundamental rights, and the constructive 

transformation of conflicts. This approach has the 

advantage of recognizing peace processes as non-linear 

conflictive processes in which can’t establish an 

achievement of predetermined steps. Furthermore, it 

allows to include an integral approach incorporating 

elements such as gender, ethnic groups and religious 

minorities, among others.

 

What do we mean when we talk about peace?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3A561nR


