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More than a month has gone by since the Parliament 

elected in 2020 appointed the “new” Supreme Court of 

Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] and since then this 

decision has only delivered one result: the increase of the 

country’s highest court’s unproductiveness. At least this 

was the conclusion reached by Acceso a la Justicia after 

revising the information available from the Judiciary 

Power’s leading authority’s website and proving that 

several of its dependencies hadn’t issued a single ruling 

for more than two and a half months, such as the cases of 

the Civil Cassation the Plenary Chamber and that had 

gone for three months without issuing any decisions. 

Up until June 16th, the TSJ had issued 804 decisions. 

With 175 sentences, the Criminal Cassation Chamber 

headed the list, followed closely by the Constitutional 

Chamber with 175 rulings, while the Civil Cassation 

Chamber ranked in third place with 161 decisions. The 

Political-Administrative Chamber was in fourth place with 

153 rulings, and the Social, the Electoral and the Plenary 

Chambers closed the list with 60, 46 and 31 decisions, 

respectively. Likewise, the Court has received up until now 

1,053 legal actions. 

Should this tendency continue, the entity is on the 

path of resolving less disputes than the previous year, 

when it decided upon 2,785 cases, according to what was 

informed last February by its President at that time, 

Magistrate Maikel Moreno. The data that was previously 

presented reveal that the constitutional mandate set forth 

in Article 26 of the Constitution is unheeded, which orders 

the State to guarantee justice that is “free, accessible, 

unbiased, ideal, transparent, autonomous, independent, 

responsible, equal and expeditious, without undue delays, 

without useless formalities or reversals”. The fact that the 

Political-Administrative Chamber is deciding cases that 

date from the 1960s can’t be explained. 

Venezuelan Supreme Court of Justice’s unproductiveness
increases after its renewal 

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Scientific Police Officers detained an attorney for recording a video

Officers from the Criminal and 

Scientific Bureau of Investigation 

[CICPC by its Spanish initials] 
detained attorney and political 

activist María Oropeza on June 11th 

for recording a video of an event 

that occurred in Guanare, State of 

Portuguesa involving police 

officers. 

Oropeza observed some 

officers dressed as civilians and 

other people in a fight. Seeing this, she decided to take 

out her phone and record a video. “I honestly didn’t think 

of uploading on social media as such, I simply thought 

that it was wrong and I recorded the video. Big mistake. 

For them, recording in this country is a crime”, she 

expressed to Espacio Público. 

Afterwards, one of the men approached her 

aggressively and asked her for her phone, to which she 

refused and kept on heading towards her destination. 

However, two men and a woman followed her, they took 

her phone by force and put her in a police car in an illegal 

detention.

https://bit.ly/3tIDEba

https://bit.ly/39Ai5mf
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza promotes the Annual Report
of Freedom of Speech in university debates

The NGO Un Mundo Sin Mordaza 

and the Inter-University Cabinet 

organized a debate in which the 

students had to mock being the 

ministerial cabinet for promoting 

public policies regarding the Report of 

Freedom of Speech and 

Self-Censorship 2021.

The participating delegations were 

representing the Universidad Católica 

Andrés Bello and the Universidad Metropolitana. The 

former obtained the three prizes that were awarded: best 

cabinet, best ministry and best 

debater. 

Besides granting them a 

recognition of each obtained award, 

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza offered them 

the opportunity of drawing up an 

academic article that will be published 

on the organization’s website, a 

document of recommendations that 

can be sent to international 

organizations. The best debater will participate in the 

Entrevista Sin Mordaza [interview]. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Illegal raids, arbitrary detentions, extortions and
enforced disappearances continue in Altagracia de Orituco

The NGO Defiende Venezuela 

visited the town of Altagracia de 

Orituco in the State of Guarico in order 

to tend to the denouncements of the 

inhabitants in the context of the police 

operation called “Operation Thunder” 
[“Operación Trueno¨], which began on 

April 20th and extending up to this 

date. In the framework of this police 

operation, illegal raids to homes and 

commercial establishments have been 

reported, as well as arbitrary detentions, enforced 

disappearances, extortions, and repression perpetrated 

by officers of the Directorate against Organized Crime 

[DCDO-GNB by its Spanish initials], the Directorate of 

Police Intelligence [DIP-GNB by its Spanish acronym] 
and the Anti-Extortion and Kidnapping National 

Command [CONAS-GNB by its Spanish acronym]. It 

should be kept in mind that the witnesses indicated 

that when the officers entered people’s homes, they 

identified themselves as the Special Actions Forces 

[FAES by its Spanish acronym]. 

Information from the authorities indicates that the 

purpose of the operation is to locate the authors of 

extortion and other crimes, as well as finding the 

whereabouts of collaborators or accomplices of the 

criminal group self-proclaimed as “The Train of the 

Plains” [“El Tren del Llano”]. Nevertheless, this has been 

used as an excuse for indiscriminatingly attacking the 

population. Defiende Venezuela 

interviewed fifteen (15) households 

comprised of mothers, wives, 

children, siblings, nieces and 

nephews, and more than twenty-four 

(24) indirect victims, including 

producers and merchant guilds, and 

also collected evidence supporting 

their statements. Most of the 

detainees were transferred to 

Caracas in order to appear before 

courts with special competence in terrorism; they 

weren’t allowed to be represented by a trusted personal 

attorney, and they were incriminated with evidence that 

was “planted” in their court dockets. 

Even though this is about a police operation for 

disbanding an organized criminal group and providing 

security, the inhabitants manifest their fear and terror 

because of these agents’ indiscriminating actions. They 

consider that there doesn’t exist any civic security 

planning and, definitely, there isn’t any type of judicial 

control in the actions performed in that territory. Here 

at Defiende Venezuela, we’ll keep monitoring and 

documenting the situation in Altagracia de Orituco, 

alerting and denouncing the events violating human 

rights before the international protection entities with 

the intention of putting a stop to the harassments 

against the people from this town and observing the 

detainees’ judicial guarantees.
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US Prosecutors estimate a minimum of 24 years’ imprisonment
for former Venezuelan Treasurer

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The former Treasurer of Venezuela 

and also Hugo Chávez’s former nurse, 

Claudia Díaz Guillén, is facing a 

conviction of approximately 24 years’ 

imprisonment as per calculations of 

the case’s prosecutors on a trial 

starting on June 27th in the United 

States. The former Venezuelan 

government official is charged of 

conspiring to commit money 

laundering and two charges of laundering monetary 

instruments. 

Díaz Guillén, who was close to the late Hugo Chávez’s 

circle of trust, is still detained in West Palm Beach, and will 

appear at a pre-trial hearing on June 22nd, according to 

the decision of the United States District Judge of the 

Fort Lauderdale Federal Court, William P. Dimitrouleas, 

who will be in charge of the criminal 

proceeding. 

According to Transparencia 

Venezuela’s records, Díaz Guillén’s 

case is just one of over 100 judicial 

proceedings initiated in different 

countries regarding corruption in 

Venezuela during Hugo Chávez’s and 

Nicolás Maduro’s administrations. 

The embezzlement suffered by the country in the last two 

decades is one of the main causes of the Complex 

Humanitarian Emergency. 

LGBTQI+ Pride Month: Human rights for everyone

PROVEA - www.provea.org

LGBTQI+ Pride Month is 

celebrated during June, a date that 

has become emblematic in order to 

make the violations of sexually 

diverse people’s rights in our 

country clearly visible. Venezuela 

had very advanced legislations in 

comparison to the region with the 

approval of civil marriage since 1973, 

divorce since 1904, the provisions of the 1982 Venezuelan 

Civil Code currently in force that established, among 

other things, the non-discrimination of children who were 

born out of wedlock, shared Parental Rights and women’s 

equal participation in marital assets, as well as 

recognizing common law relationships. Lastly, these were 

placed on the same level as civil marriages as to their 

rights and duties in the 1999 Constitution. 

The progresses made throughout the 20th Century 

recognizing and protecting the different types of families 

had come to a halt. Although Article 20 of the 

Constitution sets forth every person’s right to the free 

development of their personality, and Article 21 stipulates 

the principle of non-discrimination, violations to 

fundamental rights towards the LGBTQI+ Community 

keep happening in Venezuela by 

prohibiting equal marriage, not 

acknowledging same-sex 

common-law relationships, and 

disallowing the issuance of 

documents according to 

transgender people’s gender 

identity. 

This legal void impedes the access to basic rights for 

same-sex couples, such as creating a common estate, it 

leaves people unprotected upon their partner’s death, it 

impedes family health insurance policies and the ability of 

their partner to make medical decisions. The violation of 

the right to identity is one of the factors that influence in 

labor discriminations and other types of discriminations 

that transgender people experience in the country. Due to 

the aforesaid, Provea dedicated the last episode of its 

program Son Derechos [They are Rights] to make this 

problem clearly visible. 

https://bit.ly/3xDtKZx

https://bit.ly/3xCletx
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Gloria Perdomo, National 

Coordinator of the Venezuelan 

Observatory of Violence [OVV by 
its Spanish initials], explained that 

the Complex Humanitarian 

Emergency “not only makes it 

difficult to find food, but also 

produces extreme poverty, 

damages and losses of the most 

basic conditions for guaranteeing 

life and the possibility of 

development. This is why we’ve 

seen vulnerability in the population of children suffering 

from malnutrition and that, when attending a health 

center, they find that it isn’t equipped with supplies to 

provide timely attention”. 

The outlook is discouraging. This was confirmed by 

the Pediatrician Huniades Urbina-Medina, Secretary 

General of the National Academy of Medicine [ANM by its 
Spanish initials], who alerted that child malnutrition in 

Venezuela had increased from 20% in 2021 to 33% as of 

this date. According to 

parameters from the World 

Health Organization (WHO), 

when 10% of population of 

children recorded with 

malnutrition already qualifies as a 

situation of alarm. 

The most recent report from 

the United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs (OCHA) pointed out that 

at least 3,200 boys and girls under the age of 5 were 

diagnosed with acute malnutrition and micronutrients 

deficiency in Venezuela during the first four months of the 

year. 

Child malnutrition: one third of Venezuelan children
suffer from growth retardation (delayed growth)

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Foro Penal Coordinators denounced the human rights situation
in Venezuela before international leaders

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of June 17th, 2022 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,759 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since 

January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 

have been presented before 

military courts. Up to this date 

we have accrued a historical 

number of 3,661 political 

prisoners, of which 3,422 have 

been released under different 

modalities. 

As of April 2014 we 

recorded 117 political prisoners 

in the country. As of June 17th, 2022 the number is 239 

people, out of which 16 are women. Additionally, 9,418 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

Olnar Ortiz, Foro Penal’s Indigenous Peoples General 

Coordinator, met with different representatives of the 

Inter-American Commission on 

Human Rights in order to follow-up 

on the denouncements we’ve filed 

on the indigenous peoples of 

Venezuela’s serious human rights 

violations, especially the case of 

Kumaracapay, in which short-term 

responses are expected. On her 

part, Munira Muñoz, Foro Penal’s 

Coordinator for the United States, 

participated in different events 

during the Summit of the Americas 

in which she highlighted the 

continuity of persecution and 

imprisonment for political reasons in Venezuela, and she 

demanded the nations’ the commitment of renewing the 

mandate of the United Nations Independent International 

Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela (FFM) this year, whose 

work has resulted indispensable and absolutely valuable 

for protecting the victims and guiding us in a clear 

manner towards ceasing impunity. 

https://bit.ly/3OlL77A
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Since September 2012, date on 

which the then President Hugo 

Chávez denounced the American 

Convention on Human Rights, the 

Venezuelan State has performed 

maneuvers evading its obligations 

with the Inter-American System for 

the Protection of Human Rights, 

mainly questioning the 

Inter-American Court of Human 

Rights’ jurisdiction. Besides the 

American Convention’s denouncement, we must bear in 

mind that in 2017 the Venezuelan State went even further 

and denounced the Charter of the Organization of 

American States (OAS) and, thus, according to the OAS 

Regulation, its exit from the organization would’ve been 

effective two years later. However, this disengagement 

process was nullified after the OAS and other 

international leaders disregarded Nicolás Maduro’s new 

presidential term for considering that the 2018 elections 

lacked legitimacy. Therefore, the Parliament elected in 

2015 ratified Venezuela’s accession to the OAS Charter 

and decided to render the Convention’s denouncement as 

null and void. 

In spite of the State’s maneuvers for evading its 

obligations with the Inter-American System for the 

Protection of Human Rights, Venezuela hasn’t been 

excluded from such obligations, due to the fact that the 

Convention’s denouncement didn’t reach the additional 

protocol or the other Inter-American conventions. What’s 

more, the maneuvers for separating Venezuela from the 

OAS weren’t enough, because the country maintains its 

condition as a Member State of the OAS, and with this, 

also keeping its obligations with the regional organization. 

Furthermore, the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights (IACHR) still has the attribution of carrying 

forward all the human rights protection mechanisms 

established in its regulation, such as the in loco visits, the 

special reports, the thematic 

hearings, among others. Likewise, 

the Inter-American Court hasn’t 

been excluded either with the 2012 

denouncement, due to the fact that 

it may continue the procedural 

proceedings on the cases pending 

for decision. It can even receive 

petitions on events committed 

before the denouncement of the 

American Convention. 

As a recent example we can mention the 

Commission’s remission to the Court not only of cases 

that occurred before the denouncement of the 

Convention was implemented, that is to say, before 

September 2013, but it also has remitted a case that 

occurred after this date. The case concerns Alfredo José 

Chirinos Salamanca and others regarding Venezuela, a 

case from 2016, which was remitted to the Court by the 

Commission on March 23rd. In general terms, the 

Commission’s recent decisions lead to believe that the 

Court hasn’t lost its jurisdiction on Venezuela, additionally, 

it shows its interest and concern for the crisis of rights 

that persist in the country. Lastly, it seems to open a 

window for the remission of other cases regardless of the 

date when the events occurred, which of course, gives 

hope to the victims and their families, by encountering a 

system with competence and that it can have an influence 

on the process of attaining justice and redress. This marks 

an important precedent for Venezuela and also for the 

region, since these decisions seek advancing towards the 

most complete guarantee of human rights. 

 

Advances of cases on Venezuela at the I/A Court H.R.
How is the court’s jurisdiction understood?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3zMUIAt


