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As a symbolic and 
inconsequential gesture 
that is focused on rules 
and not impunity. This is 
how Acceso a la Justicia 
sees the dozens of judicial 
laws that the Parliament 
has approved or reformed 
during the last months, 
since they haven’t and very 
likely won’t serve to close 
the doors on human rights 
violations in the country. 

The problem isn’t solved with more rules, but with will, 
resourced and means to apply them. Upon revising the 
changes made by the Parliament to the Organic Code of 
Criminal Procedures [COPP by its Spanish acronym], the 
Penitentiary Organic Code and the Military Justice 
Organic Code [COJM by its Spanish initials] or the 
provisions that it introduced in new instruments such as 
the Act for the Respect of Human Rights when Exercising 
Civil Service, have allowed to find positive points in most 
of the studied rules. For example, the lifting of the veto to 
human rights organizations stands out so they can 
judicially represent any person that has been a victim of 
violations to their fundamental guarantees; the 
demilitarization of custody of detention facilities; or the 
express prohibition of judging civilians before military 
courts. 

Nevertheless, it should be 
advised that these modifications 
by themselves aren’t enough, 
since by depending the 
effectiveness of the changes 
performed on a political will on 
behalf of the judicial and 
administrative authorities, they 
lose all of their effect insofar as 
the compliance of a law can’t be 
subjected to the will of any 
government official. 

The rules that have been reformed or issued in 
protecting the victims of human rights violations don’t 
stipulate the obligation of accountability of same from the 
actions performed nor do they implement redress 
mechanisms. Thus, the dozens of reformed or approved 
laws by the Parliament elected in December 2020 seem 
to be a part of a government strategy to block the 
investigations for crimes against humanity that initiated 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor’s Office. 

Dozens of the Parliament’s judicial laws don’t change
human rights violations in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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The government has a cemetery of unfinished houses

PROVEA - www.provea.org

In the last three years the 
Bolivarian Housing Mission 
Venezuela [Misión Vivienda 
Venezuela] is more propaganda 
than reality. The Ministry of 
Habitat and Housing indicates 
that 4 million housing units have 
been delivered. In parallel, there 
are halfway finished apartment 
buildings in many cities’ 
landscapes, some since eight or 
more years. 

In Fort Tiuna, a military 
complex in Caracas in which in 
2014 they promised to build over 150 apartment buildings, 
more than 30 towers are halfway built and families who 

have ben censed still wait for 
their allocation. There are also 
abandoned buildings from the 
Bolivarian Housing Mission 
Venezuela in other areas of 
Caracas. The same situation is 
reported from Maracaibo to 
other cities. 

In spite of all this, the 
government is still determined 
to deceive by affirming that in 
2021 over 500,000 houses were 
built. Provea was able to 
establish that there were only 

4,182. The government’s mythomania machinery doesn’t 
stop, neither do the needs of the families. 

https://bit.ly/3aS6kYl
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, a winner in the TrustLaw Awards 2022 

The organization Un Mundo Sin 
Mordaza was a recipient of the 
TrustLaw Awards in the category 
“Collaboration Awards” granted by 
the Thomson Reuters Foundation in 
London, England on Wednesday June 
8th, 2022 for the publication of the 
report Guide for Venezuelan Migrants 
in the Americas¸ on the migration, 
refuge and asylum laws in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
United States and Peru, in an attempt 
to cover the legal framework of the 
applicable migratory situation to Venezuelans. 

The guide –made with the support from the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation and the collaboration of seven law 
firms in the countries of study– allows to make known if 
the host States have implemented migratory policies for 
this population that has been forced to leave the country. 
Furthermore, it provides updated and accurate 

information to Venezuelans on the legal 
framework, programs and policies that 
tend to their migratory situation. 

Rodrigo Diamanti, President and 
Founder of the organization, explained 
that there’s been progress in 
conversations for the second edition of 
the report, in which other countries 
from the Americas and Europe will be 
included, such as Canada, Panama, 
Spain, and Italy “so any person who 
wished to leave Venezuela is able to 

have information available for their regularization”. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

5 years after Neomar Lander’s extrajudicial execution

“The fight of a few people is 
worth everyone’s future”, affirmed 
Neomar Lander, a 17-year-old 
teenager that died from a gunshot 
wound to the thorax on June 7th, 
2017 when members of the 
Bolivarian National Police 
repressed a social demonstration 
at Francisco de Miranda Avenue in 
the Municipality of Chacao, in 
Caracas. Nowadays, after over 5 
years since his murder, his case is 
still in the investigation stage. Moreover, this isn’t an 
isolated case, but is rather inserted in the pattern of at 
least 127 deaths caused by the excessive use of force on 
behalf of State officers in the context of the 2017 social 
protests. 

Neomar Lander would’ve been 22 at this moment, 
he’d be studying Mechanical or Automotive 
Engineering, or he might’ve gone another path in 
Madrid, Spain, along with his family. During the 2017 
protests this young man became an icon for his firm 
conviction of fighting for his future, as well as the future 
of is sister and of Venezuela. He attended every 
gathering; in one opportunity, his image protesting with 

a cast went viral. The cause of 
death hasn’t been determined, 
but from the beginning 
high-ranking government 
officials, such as Tarek William 
Saab (Prosecutor General of the 
Republic) affirmed in a public and 
unfounded manner –within 24 
hours after the event, and prior to 
the initiation of a serious and 
diligent criminal investigation– 
that “Neomar Lander’s death 

hadn’t been caused by the impact of a teargas bomb”, 
irresponsibly affirming that the adolescent had a 
mortar on him and that’s what caused his death. 

5 years after his murder, the State hasn’t clarified the 
circumstances of his death, hasn’t identified those who 
are responsible nor has it guaranteed his family’s right 
to the truth, access to an integral redress or the 
adoption of measures of non-repetition according to 
the international obligations derived from international 
treaties and instruments in human rights matters, such 
as the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of 
Man, the International Covenant on Human Rights and 
the Minnesota Protocol.

https://tmsnrt.rs/3MExkrG
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Venezuela is still on the IACHR’s “blacklist”

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

For the seventeenth 
year in a row, the 
Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) 
kept Venezuela on its 
blacklist of countries that 
require special attention for 
considering that there 
persists “a serious violation 
of fundamental elements 
and institutions of 
representative democracy 
set forth in the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter, that are essential 
means for the realization of human rights”. 

The decision was made by the IACHR, an entity 
assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS), in 
its 2021 annual report, in which it denounced that “the 
substantial elements of a representative democracy aren’t 
present in Venezuela, due to the fact that the democratic 
institutionality in the country isn’t guided by the 
separation and balance of public powers”, a situation that 
“has enabled the perpetration of serious human rights 
violations, especially against people who make public 
their dissent with the government”. 

For the IACHR, “the 
extrajudicial executions of 
young people in situation 
of poverty, the enforced 
disappearances and 
tortures in contexts of 
imprisonment”, as well as 
“the arbitrary detentions 
of people who make 
public their dissent with 
the government, the 
unreasonable restrictions 
to freedom of speech, and 

the persecution against people and organizations that 
defend Human Rights” wouldn’t occur as frequently as 
they’re happening in Venezuela if it weren’t because 
Nicolás Maduro’s Executive Power controls the branches 
of Public Power, including the Judiciary Power.

Between 2017 and 2022 
close to 1,200 transplants there 
could’ve been performed, 
according to the estimates of 
the National Transplant 
Organization of Venezuela 
[ONTV by its Spanish initials]. 
June 1st marked five years since 
the Venezuelan Foundation for 
Organ, Tissue and Cell 
Transplants and Donations 
[Fundavene by its Spanish 
acronym], entity assigned to the Ministry of Health, 
suspended the Organs and Tissues Procurement System 
[Spot by its Spanish acronym]. 

At first, the cancellation would only last three months 
that, according to what activists and defenders of 
transplanted people said, would be used for reorganizing 
the system. The reality is that it was another door closed 
not to be opened again, as told by Lucila Velutini, member 

of the ONTV Board of 
Directors. 

The problems, however, 
started before that. In 2014, 
failures in the program 
worsened when Fundavene 
appeared, the entity to whom 
the Ministry of Health granted 
all competences that the ONTV 
had been assuming since the 
year 2000. According to the 

Immunosuppressant National Survey, performed by the 
ONTV and the Venezuelan Nephrology Society in which 
45 specialists were interviewed between February and 
April 2018, transplants were reduced in 80% between 2012 
and 2017.

Transplants in Venezuela: 5 years
without the guarantee of a better life

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3MMgXth

https://bit.ly/3NHg8mS
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Figures from the United Nations 
Office of the High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UN-OHCR) and the 
Inter-Agency Coordination Platform 
for Refugees and Migrants of 
Venezuela point out that there are 
currently over 6 million Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants. After Syria, 
the country with the second-highest 
crisis of displacement abroad in the 
world is Venezuela. And although 
the country’s complex political, 
socioeconomic and human rights circumstances haven’t 
changed, impeding these people to return, this doesn’t 
mean that they’ve lost their right to participate in the 
nation’s matters just for being abroad, including their right 
to vote. Venezuelans’ suffrage abroad is a right. It has to 
be approached as an issue as priority and fundamental as 
any of the matters in the political and negotiation agenda. 

The condition of millions of Venezuelan migrants and 
refugees that have had to live abroad can’t be construed 
as the loss of their rights to political participation in 
Venezuelan matters. The equal exercise of civic 
participation is one of the bases for speaking of free, 
authentic, transparent, and democratic elections in the 
country. In order to do this, the Electoral Registry [RE by 
its Spanish initials] requires not only a national update, but 
also one abroad, since the millions of Venezuelans abroad 
face serious obstacles for registering or updating their 
information at the RE and participating in the country’s 
affairs. According to the Electoral Power Organic Act 
[LOPE by its Spanish acronym], Venezuelans abroad must 
have a regular status in their country of residence. This 
contradicts the Constitution, since all Venezuelans who 
have become of legal age, and aren’t subjected to 
interdiction or political disqualification, have the right to 
vote regardless of their place of residence. Besides being 

unconstitutional, they have to face 
long proceedings where all the legal 
and administrative, and sometimes 
even cultural barriers, limit them to 
accessing this status. 

Many Venezuelans’ identity 
cards and passports who live 
abroad are expired. But some of the 
consulates and embassies in their 
countries of residence request 
original and valid documents for 

their registry at the RE or for updating their information. 
Moreover, some consulates and embassies don’t perform 
the registry or update proceedings at the RE arguing that 
they aren’t authorized to do so or denying them this 
possibility because they’re being represented by a 
diplomatic official of Juan Guaidó’s government. The 
guarantee of Venezuelans’ rights to participation abroad 
must be an immediate priority with the upcoming 2024 
elections. There are millions of Venezuelans who have the 
right to vote. Removing these barriers imposed by the 
electoral regulations, by the National Electoral Council 
[CNE by its Spanish initials] and other national 
institutions, as well as by embassies and consulates in 
each country of residence is essential for achieving full 
participation in the country’s matters through the votes of 
Venezuelans abroad.

Venezuelans’ votes abroad is a right

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3xJBiLl


