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Venezuela now has a new General 
Public Defender since May 12th, albeit 
as in acting capacity. The attorney 
Daniel Augusto Ramírez Herrera, is the 
third civil servant who assumes control 
of the Public Defense since 2019, an 
institution in charge of guaranteeing 
the right to a defense of all citizens who 
have pending issues with justice and 
can’t afford an attorney to represent them in their court 
processes. Even though that at a first glance the 
appointment made by the Parliament elected in 2020 
could be seen as something positive, since this entity is 
the authority called upon to perform said appointment, 
here at Acceso a la Justicia, we have reasons for 
considering that this isn’t necessarily good news. 

The first cause for concern is the manner in which 
Ramírez’s election was performed, after a surprising 
partial reform to the Organic Act of Public Defense, that 
wasn’t debated or consulted with the interested sectors. 
Pedro Carreño, a Member of Parliament from the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela [PSUV by its Spanish 
acronym], proposed modifying Article 12 of the law 
currently in force in order to assign the Judiciary 
Nominations Committee “the attribution to advance in 
the Prequalification and Competitive Public Invitation to 
Tender for the General Public Defender and of their 
alternate”. Up until now the process had been carried out 
by different evaluating authorities independent from one 
another. Nevertheless, the proposal of leaving this at the 
hands of those who revised the résumés and professional 

careers of the Supreme Court of 
Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] 
Magistrates appointed in April was 
approved by a “supermajority” of 
the legislators. Although it could 
sound logical giving the Judiciary 
Nominations Committee the 
mission of appointing another 
member of the judicial system, 

such as the Public Defense, we mustn’t forget that the 
current authority is constituted in flagrant violation of the 
Constitution, given the fact that its majority is comprised 
of Members of Parliament (11 out of 21). 

The second cause for concern on the appointment of 
the new General Public Defender is that the person who 
was appointed isn’t incumbent, but will hold the position 
temporarily. Even though this appointment seems to have 
corrected an error, it’s important that the process of 
appointing the definitive General Public Defender is 
moved forward without delay and that it doesn’t reinforce 
the reigning temporary status in the entity in charge of 
guaranteeing Venezuelans’ right to a defense, in which all 
of the 1,500 public defenders are provisional, due to the 
fact that none of them holds their position through 
Prequalification and Competitive Public Invitations to 
Tender as mandated by the Constitution. 

The appointment of the General Public Defender isn’t good news

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

The release of photographer Carlos Germán Debiais is demanded

The Venezuelan Observatory of 
Prisons [OVP by its Spanish initials], 
the Caracas branch of the National 
Journalists Association and Mr. Carlos 
Augusto Debiais offered a press 
conference to demand the release of 
photographer Carlos Germán Debiais, 
who’s been detained since November 
12th, 2021, for flying a drone near the 
Amuay refinery in the State of Falcon. 

The photojournalist, charged with 
the crime of “violation of airspace”, 
has had a release order since April 12th. Nevertheless, he’s 
still detained at the El Rodeo II prison. His family has only 
been able to see him once in these last two months. 

Abraham Rojas, from the OVP and Debiais’s 
attorney, indicated that they have exhausted all 
actions in both the national and international field: 
The Office of the Prosecutor General of the 
Republic, the Office of the Ombudsman, the 
United Nations Office of the High Commissioner, 
and even Amnesty International have pronounced 
on this case and, up to this date, there are no 
favorable responses. 

https://bit.ly/3MfqloR

https://bit.ly/3taTSJN
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Carora without water

PROVEA - www.provea.org

A team from Provea 
recently attended an 
invitation from a group of 
community leaders of the 
Municipality of Torres, State of 
Lara, in order to corroborate 
the dramatic situation of 
access to water at that place. 
The inhabitants of Carora are 
literally dying of thirst going 
weeks without a drop of 
water, forced to purchase it 
from water tankers at 
inaccessible prices for the 
deteriorated income of the country’s working class. The 
state government has continued with the 
deinstitutionalization policy of the central power. Instead 
of coordinating with local authorities elected by popular 
vote, a “Water Mayor” has been appointed, whose main 
policy consists of occasionally distributing 500 liters per 
family. People have to go to where the water tanker is 
parked in order to obtain water and then return to their 
homes with it, which excludes the elderly from this 
insufficient policy. 

Carora has 3 water reservoirs 
in its vicinity. Only 6 and a half 
out of the 20 promised 
kilometers of water pipelines 
were built from Los Quediches 
reservoir. To make matters even 
worse, the deforestation of the 
Saroche National Park is being 
promoted with the help of the 
authorities, paying 100% per ton 
of extracted wood that later is 
transformed into charcoal for 
exporting it to Caribbean 
islands. At the same time, 

extraction work of a silica mine on El Plan Mountain has 
already started. Both activities will increase the 
deforestation of the area and the impact on the already 
lessened river basins. 

The water problem has generated mobilizations of the 
community and the configuration of different 
environmental initiatives for denouncing the situation and 
requesting the attention of national authorities as well as 
of human rights protection international organizations. 

Political negotiation processes mustn’t compromise human rights

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of June 3rd, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since January 
1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 
presented before military courts. 
Up to this date we have accrued a 
historical number of 3,660 political 
prisoners, of which 3,422 have 
been released under different 
modalities. As of April 2014 we 
recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of June 3rd, 2022 
the number is 237 people, out of 
which 15 are women. Additionally, 9,416 people were or 
are being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 
cautionary measures. 

Political negotiation processes must avoid 
compromising human rights at all costs. Political prisoners 
aren’t bargaining chips that can be used in order to obtain 
political advantages or privileges. Every time that a 
political negotiation process has been opened in 
Venezuela, such negotiations attempt to engage 

repression and, especially, 
imprisonment for political 
reasons. However, in the almost 
10 similar processes that have 
been held in our country, even 
though some timely releases 
have been achieved in some of 
them, the truth is that they 
haven’t been approached 
seriously or with the technical 
depth that the matter deserves. 

Consequently, the medium 
and long term results of those negotiations only repeat 
the repressive scheme. There won’t be any progress in 
definitively eradicating political persecution and 
imprisonment as long as those who are in power are able 
to “trade” prisoners for recognition or for determined 
political advantages, and while the opposing political 
factor validates that strategy. The immediate and 
unconditional release of each and every political prisoner, 
as well as the immediate cease of political repression must 
be prior conditions to be demanded in any scenario. 
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Venezuela en Cifras 2021: The Complex Humanitarian Emergency continues

The Venezuela en Cifras 2021 
[Venezuela in Figures 2021] report, 
presented by Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, is an 
informative and compiled work whose 
purpose is to inform of the human rights 
violations occurred in the country in a 
precise and summarized manner, as well 
data regarding the Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency that still persists. 

This investigative worked covered several topics: the 
right to an adequate standard of living divided into six 
fundamental rights: the right to education, the nationality 
and immigration law, economy, public services, health, 
and the environment. A more detailed context was 
offered in each one of the topics, based on data offered 
by the organizations Ecoanalítica, Human Rights Watch, 

the Venezuelan Observatory of Finance 
and other valuable allies that work 
towards documenting and portraying the 
case of Venezuela. 

The constant human rights violations 
in Venezuela continued during 2021. It 
was an electoral year in which a late 
vaccination program against COVID-19 

was also initiated. Nevertheless, this report reflects that 
there are still alarming figures that severely affect 
Venezuelans’ quality of life. 

 As a result of the Women for 
Venezuela Summit, organized by the 
Adrienne Arsht Center for Latin America 
of the Atlantic Council and the Human 
Rights Center of the Universidad 
Católica Andrés Bello, with the support 
of mass communication media and over 
15 civil society organizations, the women 
from Red de Apoyo, social activists, 
democratic political leaders, and 
non-governmental organizations from Venezuela and 
abroad, proposed a joint plan of action and consistent 
with Resolution 1325 of the United Nations Security 
Council to demand the guarantee of full and effective 
participation of Venezuelan women in the 
decision-making processes and in their leadership in the 
re-democratization and sustainable political change in 
Venezuela. 

The Red de Apoyo proposes the following objectives 
in order to move towards the re-democratization of 
Venezuela with a plural, broad, partisan, and equal vision: 
(1) guaranteeing the full and effective participation of 
women and significantly expand their representation in 
politics, civil society and other spaces of power and 
decisions in the path towards the re-institutionalization in 
Venezuela; (2) assuring that the political agenda includes 
a perspective of rights, of gender as well as intersectional 
in structures of leadership, in public policies and all 
decision-making instances. 

The initial actions proposal includes 
(a) Demanding that the board of 
directors of political parties guarantee 
the equal leadership of women in 
political decisions incorporating 
specific programmatic proposals that 
must be included as part of the renewal 
process of the political parties and 
democracy in Venezuela; (b) Preparing 
a model regulation in the political 

parties that assures feminine inclusion and leadership, as 
well as equality, the non-discrimination and elimination of 
all types of gender-based violence, and creating a work 
group in charge of implementing, monitoring and 
following of this regulation; (c) Grouping and 
coordinating women’s movements in Venezuela and 
abroad, with political parties and sectors committed to 
democratic principles, civil society and international allies 
for promoting the vindication of Venezuelan women; (d) 
Establishing monitoring mechanisms of equal 
participation and gender perspective in all dialogue, 
negotiation and construction of agreement processes; (e) 
Leading affirmative incidence actions before the 
international community for promoting the objectives of 
this declaration. 

Declaration of gender equality in the peace and democracy
construction process in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3NAcyeh

https://bit.ly/3zccEnU
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Venezuela scores zero points in Open Budget Survey

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

For the third time in a row, Venezuela scored 0 points 
out of a maximum 100 in the Open Budget Survey, the 
only comparative, independent and periodical evaluation 
of the world on transparency, monitoring and civic 
participation in the national budgetary cycle of 120 
countries. 

The result obtained by Venezuela un the Open Budget 
Survey 2021, places the country in the 117th position of the 
global ranking and in the last position in the continent. 
The Venezuelan standstill in the minimum qualification 
conditions the average of Latin America and the 
Caribbean that evidenced improvements in the results of 
the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Chile, Colombia, 
Paraguay, Ecuador, Honduras, Jamaica, Bolivia, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

The results obtained by Venezuela refer that citizens 
don’t have any possibility of influencing the budgetary 
process, there only exists a weak monitoring of the 
Parliament and of the Office of the Comptroller General of 
the Republic. The Open Budget Survey 2021 was 
completed in Venezuela when the Economic Emergency 
Presidential Decree, imposed by the Executive Power on 
January 13th, 2016, was still in force, that annulled the 

Parliament’s attribution of approving the budget and 
exercising control of the financial activity. 
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In the fight for HIV 
prevention, and even seeking 
its eradication, there are 
different protection methods 
that have managed to mitigate 
the virus’s impact. In 
conventional practice the use 
of prophylactics is 
recommended as a barrier 
method, not only to prevent 
the transmission of the virus 
but also of any other sexually 
transmitted infection. 

Among the new tendencies we find PrEP and PEP. 
These have gained greater prominence in the last decade 
for their results in HIV prevention. According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), PrEP, or Pre-Exposure 
Prophylaxis, has to do with all the measures taken to 
control and prevent infections or diseases. In the HIV field, 
PrEP is a pill that, taken on a daily basis, prevents getting 
infected with the virus through sexual relations. Studies 

have demonstrated an 
effectiveness above 90% when 
taken in a consistent manner. 

There isn’t any public policy 
on PrEP in Venezuela; in other 
words, there’s no public health 
program offered by the State. 
This is because Venezuela hasn’t 
adopted or considered this plan 
as part of the response program 
against HIV. However, it’s not 

unusual to find some people stating that they use it, this 
may be due to the private and personal importation of 
same. 

HIV prevention in codes

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3mhhNTQ

https://bit.ly/3Miwa50
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