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“The justice system has played a 
significant role in the State’s repression 
of government oppositionists.” This 
statement was made by the United 
Nations Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela 
(FFM) in its second report on the 
country published in 2021. In spite of 
the harshness of the accusation, the Judiciary Power, 
particularly the criminal area, still serves as an instrument 
for persecuting and silencing dissident voices in the 
country. Proof of this is the legal action for “continuous 
aggravated libel” that the Governor of the State of 
Carabobo, follower of Hugo Chávez’s policies [chavista], 
Rafael Lacava, filed against the human rights activists, 
Marino Alvarado and Alfredo Infante, after they requested 
the Prosecutor’s Office to investigate the civil servant for 
the alleged extrajudicial executions that occurred in that 
state and that were committed by state police officers 
under his command. 

Both activists submitted a report on March 14th in 
which they denounced that in 2021 there were 1,414 
executions recorded in the country, out of which 347 
(25.54%) were presumably perpetrated by the Criminal 
and Scientific Bureau of Investigation [CICPC by its 
Spanish initials], while 426 (30%) were committed by 
state police officers, being Carabobo the most prominent, 
with 132 cases. With this data the defenders urged the 
Prosecutor’s Office and the Office of the Ombudsman to 
initiate inquiries not limited to the perpetrators, but also 
investigating their superiors. The defenders’ actions 
weren’t unanswered; however, not in the way it was 
expected: Governor Lacava, instead of initiating an 
administrative investigation motu proprio or even 

presenting elements that prove that he 
isn’t linked to the abuses, he resorted to 
the courts to file a complaint against the 
activists for “exposing him to public 
contempt or loathing”. On May 16th the 
defenders received a subpoena from the 
Third Court of Common Pleas in Trial of 
Carabobo, dated three days earlier, in 

which they were instructed to appoint their attorneys for 
the legal process. 

But this isn’t new either. Officials of different ranks 
have initiated dozens of private trials against lawyers, 
defenders, journalists, and politicians during the last two 
decades. Nevertheless, someone who’s made of libel trials 
his weapon of choice for dealing with his opponents is the 
Member of Parliament (MP) Diosdado Cabello. He filed 
several of them against important media directors, which 
caused the directors to flee from the country in order to 
save themselves from prison. With Lacava’s lawsuit 
against Marino Alvarado and Alfredo Infante, the 
pro-government political forces reiterate the use of 
criminal justice for persecuting and silencing dissident 
and critical voices. The swiftness with which the court 
from Carabobo admitted this suit and started to process 
it is yet another proof of the Judiciary Power’s alignment 
with the government, placing the citizens in a situation of 
depreciation and risk, particularly those who dare to raise 
their voices and demand their rights. 

Followers of Hugo Chávez’s policies resort yet again to criminal justice
for persecuting and silencing dissident voices

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

“Canta Sin Mordaza” [“Sing without a Gag”] Contest:
a fight for human rights from the arts

The NGO Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, 
together with Amnesty International, 
motivated the singer-songwriter community 
to express their art through the “Canta Sin 
Mordaza” [“Sing without a Gag”] Contest, in 
which the participants had to version the 
lyrics of the “Canción Sin Mordaza” song 
and reflect their fight for human rights. 

A total of 47 people from 4 countries 
applied to this initiative: Cuba, Venezuela, 
Argentina and Mexico. They denounced and 

played different social contexts from their 
countries. Their lyrics served as a platform 
to express themselves in a creative manner 
and promote the arts in different genres, 
from urban to rock.

The two winners will be known on May 
31st, who will receive a cash prize, an 
acknowledgement undersigned by Un 
Mundo Sin Mordaza and Amnesty 
International, besides broadcasting their 
versions in social media. 

https://bit.ly/3MVwVlK
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Inequality and the long-term effects of the
Complex Humanitarian Emergency increase

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Provea presented its 2021 Annual 
Report on May 11th. Said paper 
systematizes the information on the 
human rights situation in Venezuela, 
analyzing a broad range of rights. In 
matters of economic, social and 
cultural rights, the report presents a 
serious outlook. Despite the slogan 
“Venezuela has been fixed” 
[“Venezuela se arregló”] and some 
indicators reflecting improvements in the economic 
situation such as the end of the hyperinflation, the 
population’s income are still insufficient: with a minimum 
wage of $2.18 per month it’s impossible to guarantee the 
right to an adequate standard of living. 

In this context of economic opening and dollarization 
inequalities increase. An important element in this 
inequality is the presence of remittances or incomes in 
dollars, while most of the population continues with 
insufficient salaries and pensions and social policies that 
aren’t capable of protecting those who are most 
vulnerable from the effects of the prolonged crisis. 

These inequalities start to have long-term effects. For 
example, in the analysis on the access to the right to 
education, a gap can be evidenced between families who 
had internet connection or devices in order to maintain 
their children with e-learning that lasted almost two 

consecutive years. These difficulties 
of access plus the loss of family 
income resulted in significant 
increases of early-school leaving in 
children and young people, according 
to the different independent polls. If 
this outlook is analyzed together with 
the right to nourishment, where great 
difficulties are registered in the 
economic access to food and an 

increase of the chronic malnutrition indicators and growth 
retardation in the pediatric population, it’s evident that 
the implicit human rights violations in the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency is generating long-term 
consequences that not only affect these populations 
today, but that will suppose strong challenges for the 
medium and long-term national development. It’s time to 
act without haste for guaranteeing the rights of all 
Venezuelans. Let’s demand that the State fulfills its 
obligations in labor rights, the right to education and the 
right to nourishment. 

https://bit.ly/3NJJ4u6

114 political prisoners have been over 3 years in pre-trial detention

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of May 27th, 2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,772 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we have 
accrued a historical number of 3,660 
political prisoners, of which 3,422 have 
been released under different 
modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of May 27th, 2022 the number is 237 
people, out of which 15 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

114 political prisoners have been over three years in 
pre-trial detention, violating what is set forth in Article 

230 of the recently reformed Organic 
Code of Criminal Procedures [COPP by 
its Spanish acronym]. It’s useless to 
change laws if they’re going to 
continue being unheeded by 
authorities. The recent legislative 
reforms, especially of the COPP and 
the ones imposing respect for human 
rights from civil servants are nothing 
more than smoke and mirrors if they’re 

not accompanied by a true and genuine will of actually 
implementing them. Up until now all of these changes, 
announced with great fanfare, don’t seem more than acts 
directed towards demonstrating before the international 
community, and especially the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), that Venezuela intends to put a stop to 
impunity in matters of human rights violations, when in 
reality evidence points otherwise. 
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Venezuela faces a new legal action for torture
and arbitrary detention

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The list of international 
trials that Venezuela must 
face before the 
Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights (I/A Court 
H.R.) keeps growing. In the 
future, the Republic will be 
in the dock in order to 
answer for the arbitrary 
detention and torture 
suffered by the (Retired) 
Army Major, Milton Gerardo 
Revilla Soto. 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), an autonomous authority of the Organization of 
American States (OAS), resolved to file a complaint 
against the Venezuelan State before the continental court 
for considering that it violated at least seven fundamental 
rights contained in the American Convention on Human 
Rights (personal integrity, freedom, freedom of thought 
and of speech, political rights, judicial guarantees, judicial 
protection, and to health). 

Major Revilla Soto was 
detained in 2010 by the Military 
Counterintelligence General 
Directorate [DGCIM by its Spanish 
acronym] in Caracas and was 
charged with the crimes of treason 
and attempting against the 
security and the image of the 
National Armed Forces. Revilla 
Soto was apprehended after 
denouncing presumed ties 
between the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia [FARC by its 

Spanish acronym] and high-ranking Venezuelan officials. 
During his apprehension he was tortured so he could 
confess an alleged relation with two Venezuelan 
journalists residing abroad. 

The feminist movements from the 
70’s in the 20th century, especially 
from the United States, introduced the 
conversation regarding women’s 
sexual and reproductive health in the 
sociopolitical agenda. The debate has 
spread out very slowly around many 
scientific areas, among them, health. 
Its study has been insistently 
approached focused on gender, which 
means including female scientists and 
physicians in the investigations; performing analysis 
based on women’s bodies –not using male figures as a 
standard- and developing public policies from an 
intersectional perspective that considers the context of 
each person. The purpose of this fight is to guarantee the 
right to health of all girls, adolescents and women without 
any discrimination for any reason. 

Patricia Valenzuela, an Infectious Diseases Specialist 
and Vice-President of the Venezuelan Society of 
Infectious Diseases, assures that there have been 
attempts to apply gender perspective in the country for 
creating public policies, but in reality it isn’t implemented. 

“There are many female scientists 
that have helped with ongoing 
education for physicians and the 
empowerment of other women, but 
there are few that have been in 
charge of making decisions regarding 
health. In reality, they could take into 
account more participation, because 
there are many valuable women.”

The low female participation in 
science is a global phenomenon. According to data from 
UNESCO, only 30% of researchers in the world are 
women. Magdymar León, a Psychologist, feminist and 
Coordinator of the Venezuelan Association for an 
Alternative Sexual Education [Avesa by its Spanish 
acronym], explains that the biomedical model is 
patriarchal, in other words, health conceptions are made 
based on men’s experiences. 

Gender perspective would allow to guarantee health
to all girls, adolescents and women

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3PNH2uz

https://bit.ly/3lRZwwq 
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Power failures in the State of Merida affect informative agenda
of Fe y Alegria 105.9 FM radio station

The electric power failures that 
persist in the State of Merida keep 
affecting the local radio station Fe y 
Alegria 105.9 FM’s programming, both 
on an informative level as well as in 
independent productions, and 
indirectly impact the right of that 
state’s inhabitants to communicate 
and keep themselves informed. 

The Fe y Alegria 105.9 FM Coordinator, Héctor Cortez, 
explained to Espacio Público that power failures in that 
state happen in different hours “without prior notice and 
with no control”, that can last from less than one hour up 
to three or four hours in different sectors. 

This, in spite of the announcement 
from the Corporación Eléctrica Nacional 
(CORPOELEC) [the state—owned electric 
power company] and the Government of 
the State of Merida of an electric rationing 
consisting of programmed schedules in 
six-hour blocks with electric power 
followed by six hours without service. 

Venezuela has a very low score in 
the World Economic Forum Global 
Gender Gap Report. This means, in 
practical terms, that Venezuelan 
women have approximately 29% less 
possibilities than men of having 
equal opportunities in education, 
economy and politics. The Global 
Gender Gap Report values gender 
gap evolution in countries in four 
dimensions: economic participation 
and opportunity, educational achievement, health and 
survival, and political empowerment. The report measures 
the progress accomplished by each nation in the closure 
of said gaps. 

This lack of opportunities is also reflected in political 
participation. Venezuela has a history of political 
underrepresentation of women that’s imperative to 
resolve, due to the fact that a greater participation of 
women is necessary for rescuing and consolidating 
democracy in our country. The country is an atypical case 
because, while other nations discuss how to delve into the 
parity measures or how to strengthen the equality in the 
political financing systems and guaranteeing equitable 
coverage of candidatures in media for men and women, in 
Venezuela these issues are surpassed by the economic, 
humanitarian and rights crises. Furthermore, persecution, 
civic insecurity and threats persist in the country, that 
effectively also become a disincentive for women to 
participate in politics, since it affects them in a 
differentiated manner. Additionally, there’s a double 
invisibility, on the one hand of women in politics, and on 

the other hand, of their community 
work, of their leadership and their 
activism as local leaders. 

In Venezuela, the existing share 
mechanisms are in a hiatus. 
Women’s representation in voting 
processes has depended on 
temporal mechanisms approved by 
the electoral authority. The Centro 
de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) informs in 

a report on political parity a type of institutional mirage 
wherein authorities have used legal interpretations of the 
principle of equality that aren’t aligned with the 
international commitments acquired by Venezuela in 
matters of women’s rights. In order to refine political 
parity in Venezuela and to make them effective, several 
qualities must be considered: demand from political 
parties and women’s organizations a larger percentage of 
female candidates, as well as precise (horizontal and 
vertical) position mandates, women’s candidatures in 
competitive districts, and to consider sanctions for their 
non-compliance. And lastly, to generate locks in order to 
close the exhaust valves used from political parties so 
they don’t have to comply in applying the rules. 

 

A greater female involvement in politics is necessary
for rescuing and consolidating democracy in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3MXljP4

https://bit.ly/3lUi52M
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