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“Everyone is innocent until proven 
guilty”. Nevertheless, when you listen 
to the public interventions of the 
Prosecutor General, Tarek William 
Saab, and most of all when you read his 
tweets on his Twitter account you 
could doubt if this principle is applied 
in Venezuela. In effect, the public 
official uses nicknames to qualify, not to say, condemn, 
people to whom his Office has barely begun to 
investigate, which makes us think about his role as a “part 
in good faith” in the criminal process. The behavior of the 
Prosecutor’s Office highest authority has generated much 
criticism. The most recent one came from the Community 
Learning Centers [Cecodap by its Spanish acronym], that 
on May 5th issued a release in which he communicated 
that he rejected that the officer broadcasted “the given 
name, surname, photograph, and/or video of the 
adolescents involved in situations of violence and alleged 
school bullying”, since, “the exposure to social media of 
any teenager responsible for a punishable act promotes 
its stigmatization and also that they are victims of other 
expressions of violence or that public judgments are 
issued without exactly knowing the facts, without 
culminating the corresponding investigation process.”

Likewise, Cecodap accused Saab of violating the 
Organic Act for the Protection of Children and 
Adolescents [LOPNNA by its Spanish acronym], in its 
Article 65 guarantees “the right to honor, reputation, 
self-image, private life, and family intimacy” of children 

and adolescents, and expressly forbids 
“exposing or disclosing, through any 
means, data, information or images that 
allow to identify, whether directly or 
indirectly, any child (boy or girl) or 
adolescent that has become a victim or 
aggressor for punishable acts.”

Here, at Acceso a la Justicia, we perform a revision of 
the Prosecutor General’s Twitter account and found more 
than a dozen publications in which he uses descriptive 
adjectives such as “deviant”, “delinquent” or “thief” when 
referring to the accused. Several of the Prosecutor 
General’s messages refer to individuals involved in cases 
of sexual abuse. It’s curious that the Prosecutor General 
omits using terms like “presumed” in his messages and 
public interventions, with which many times give the 
impression of sentencing prejudiced convictions to the 
people being investigated without there being the 
respective trial. Saab’s behavior calls into question the 
Prosecutor’s Office’s work, which, according to the rules 
currently inforce, it isn’t only the one in charge of 
investigating the possible crimes occurring in the country 
and exercising the criminal legal action against its 
perpetrators, but it must also determine if the suspects 
are innocent or not. 

The Prosecutor General’s Office has resigned to being a
“party in good faith” in the criminal process with Tarek William Saab

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

There aren’t any official figures in 
Venezuela since 2013, and the studies 
on which it normally depends are 
diagnoses that can give a cue on the 
general situation, but they aren’t 
representative. 

As for heart diseases, the best that 
the country counts on is the Venezuelan Study of 
Cardio-Metabolic Health (Evescam) from 2017, which 
assessed the prevalence of cardio-metabolic risk factors 
in people with the age of 20 or over in the 8 regions of the 
country. When referring to hypertension, the results 
generated a prevalence of 37.9% in men and 36.3% in 
women. The information on deaths associated to this 
condition is non-existent.

Nowadays, with a collapsed 
country because of the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency, people 
must perform miracles in order to 
feed themselves, to control their 
health and purchase medications. In 
March 2022, the Documentation and 
Analysis Center [Cenda by its Spanish 

acronym] indicated that the Basic Food Basket for a 
family group of 4 people was 347.68 dollars, which means 
that a family requires at least 12 minimum wages for 
covering their basic nourishment needs. 

World Hypertension Day: a public health failure 

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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https://bit.ly/3wKj22I

https://bit.ly/3a0skQq



Bulletin No. 232
From May 16 to 23, 2022

-2-

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

We condemn the complaint filed by the Governor of the State of Carabobo
against human rights defenders Alfredo Infante and Marino Alvarado

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza 
condemns the legal action filed 
against human rights defenders 
Alfredo Infante, Human Rights 
Director of the Foundation Centro 
Gumilla, and Marino Alvarado, 
Coordinator of Enforceability of 
the NGO Provea, for alleged “libel” 
against Governor of the State of 
Carabobo, Rafael Lacava, after 
both had demanded an 
investigation on the presumable 
responsibility that the regional 
representative of the executive 
power on the alleged extrajudicial 
executions committed in that 
jurisdiction. 

Both Infante and Alvarado are 
defenders who work tirelessly in 
order to make clearly visible the situation of the massive 
and systematic violations of Venezuelans’ rights on behalf 
of the State.

Provea and the Centro 
Gumilla presented the recent 
report of their joint initiative 
named “Loupe for Life” [“Lupa 
por la Vida”] in March, in which 
they explained how the alleged 
extrajudicial executions 
committed by State security 
forces throughout the entire 
country are systematic. That 
report concluded that the 
security authorities of the 
State of Carabobo were 
responsible for 221 presumed 
extrajudicial executions, up to 
the point of being the most 
lethal regional security units 
during 2021. Consequently, the 
defenders requested the 
investigation of the alleged 

responsibility the Governor could have in those events, 
but the regional state representative responded by filing a 
suit for libel. 

Siege against civil society organizations keeps advancing 

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The siege against civil society 
organizations has gotten more 
intense since January 2021 and 
very particularly against human 
rights organizations on behalf of 
Nicolás Maduro’s government; 
going from harassment and 
disqualification and using public 
means for the start of a criminal 
process, including incarceration. 

The most recent episode is the 
accusation performed by the 
Governor of the State of Carabobo, Rafael Lacava, against 
human rights defenders, the Jesuit Priest Alfredo Infante, 
Director of the Foundation Centro Gumilla, and Marino 
Alvarado, Coordinator of Enforceability of the NGO 
Provea. The Governor filed an accusation for considering 
that he had been a victim of libel when the two defenders 
demanded that the chain of command be investigated for 
the 221 alleged extrajudicial executions that occurred in 
the State of Carabobo during 2021. 

The accusation sets a bad precedent since it could 

initiate a surge of legal actions 
filed by high-ranking State 
officials whenever there’s a public 
request to open an investigation, 
regardless if incur in serious 
human rights violations or crimes 
against humanity or acts of 
corruption. The new criminal 
action against the human rights 
defenders can be added to the 
attempt of imposing an 
“International Cooperation Act”, 
being one of its possible 

consequences the dissolution by administrative 
proceedings of many civil society organizations. These 
events constitute new challenges for Venezuelan 
organizations.

https://bit.ly/3l84dSm
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International Cooperation Act could decree the elimination
of NGOs in Venezuela

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Organized civil society is 
caught in the crosshairs of the 
followers of Hugo Chávez’s 
policies [Chavismo] again. This 
was made clear by the 
Parliament elected in 2020 to 
retake the discussions 
regarding the questionable 
International Cooperation Bill 
that, in spite of being similar to 
the one filed in the Parliament’s 
drawers since 2006, now 
contains a new and very 
dangerous provision, due to the fact that it would give 
authorities the attribution of prohibiting and even 
eliminating non-governmental organizations or 
unincorporated nonprofit associations. 

Article 26 of the draft version sets forth the following: 
“All those non-governmental organizations, foundations 
or unincorporated nonprofit associations, whether public 
or private, that establish and perform international 
cooperation activities within the territory of the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela that directly or indirectly promote 
or participate with other associations, organizations, 
governments, or international entities in applying 

unilateral coercive measures 
against the Republic, especially 
when said measures attempt 
against or affect the integral 
development of the nation shall 
be subjected to evaluation for 
their prohibition, suspension, 
restriction, or definitive 
elimination”. 

The vagueness and 
broadness of the provision 
seems to be directed towards 

inhibiting non-governmental organizations, especially 
those that denounce human rights violations before 
international authorities, the deconstruction of the Rule of 
Law and acts of corruption. The draft version contains 26 
Articles and 2 Transitory Provisions upholds the obligation 
that civil organizations, both domestic and foreign, of 
registering before a public entity in order to be able to 
exercise their work in Venezuela (Articles 21 and 22). 

https://bit.ly/38MnZ30

Political prisoners in serious risk before permanent denials
in order to receive medical attention

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of May 20th, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since 
January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 
have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date 
we have accrued a historical 
number of 3,660 political 
prisoners, of which 3,422 have 
been released under different 
modalities. 

As of April 2014 we 
recorded 117 political prisoners 
in the country. As of May 20th, 2022 the number is 237 
people, out of which 15 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

11 political prisoners have died under the custody of 
the State up to this date in Venezuela. The continuous and 

arbitrary negatives to 
facilitate the medical 
treatment they need, as well 
as the structural deficiencies 
of the detention centers (that 
in general don’t have the 
resources for the inmates’ 
primary health care) 
constitute the essential 
causes of the serious 
damages and, in some cases, 
the death of people subjected 
to prison for political reasons. 
Prisons in Venezuela don’t 

comply with the minimum international standards for 
treating people who have been incarcerated, and 
overcrowding, diseases such as tuberculosis, malnutrition 
and skin conditions derived from the lack of hygiene that 
is linked to the absence of basic services such as water are 
very common. In these conditions, denying medical 
treatment to an inmate puts them at serious risk.
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During May, the Parliament, 
controlled by those who are in 
power, resumed discussions 
regarding the International 
Cooperation Bill. A rule that 
seeks granting the State 
attributions to control at its 
discretion the financing 
sources of the institutions, 
foundations or non-profit 
associations, whether public or 
private, that establish and 
perform international 
cooperation activities. 
Nevertheless, this rule isn’t a one-time-event. On the 
contrary, it forms part of a pattern of enactment of laws, 
resolutions, administrative rulings and circular letters that 
have sought the closure of civic space where civil society 
organizations carry out their activities. Through these 
rules the access to cooperation has been criminalized, 
considering it as a criminal activity. Additionally, the 
multiplication of cases and punitive measures have been a 
form of control. 

This pattern is similar to the case of Nicaragua. The 
approval of the General Act for the Regulation and 
Control of Non-Profit Entities, that introduces broad 
requisites to non-profit organizations for registering and 
presenting reports, as well as a broad control and 
supervision regime, and severe administrative sanctions, 
could result in the violations of human rights and of 
fundamental liberties guaranteed by International Law. 
There’s a strong context of criminalization against civil 
society organizations in this country that didn’t start with 
the above referenced law, but through the construction of 
a repressive and penalizing regulatory framework, just like 
Venezuela, but in a more accelerated manner. The State of 
Nicaragua has been cancelling the legal corporate entity 

status since 2018, totaling 159 
associations, 98 of them 
within the first months of 
2022, including 58 
organizations for local 
development, human rights 
and education, 19 medical 
associations, and 12 women’s 
rights organizations.

When analyzing cases 
such as Nicaragua, we realize 
that the criminalization 
policies against civil society 

organizations share patterns and objectives with the 
policies perpetuated by Nicolás Maduro’s government. 
The siege of civic space and the criminalization against 
civil society organizations is how not only the population’s 
claims and voices are silenced, but also of all the victims 
who are represented by the organizations that document, 
denounce and seek justice and redress for all of them. 
Comparing the Venezuelan case to Nicaragua isn’t 
nonsense, since the bill that is being discussed and the 
rules that preceded it, as well as the context of crisis in 
rights that persists in Venezuela, brings us closer and 
closer to the impossibility of participating in the national 
civic space. Here, at Cepaz, we condemn yet again the 
International Cooperation Bill that they intend to approve 
as part of a pattern of criminalization against civil society 
organizations. We warn of the urgency to stop the 
advances of the discussions regarding this law. 

 

Venezuelan civil society’s work is being hindered
under restrictive rules 

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3G9Q2pj


