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The fence against civil society 
organizations keeps happening. 
In these last few days a draft of 
26 articles and two transitory 
provisions has transcended that 
maintains the obligation of 
non-profit civil organizations, 
both domestic and foreign, of 
having to register before a public 
entity in order to exercise their 
work in the country (Articles 21 
and 22). Likewise, it still plans the creation of the polemic 
International Cooperation Fund, which will be funded by 
“legacies, donations, transfers and other resources 
received by other governments, international 
organizations, cooperating sources and private and public 
institutions, whether domestic or foreign, for the support 
of the cooperation between countries.”

The draft, in spite of being similar to the one shelved in 
the Parliament since 2006, contains a new provision that 
would give the authorities attributions of suspending, 
prohibiting and even eliminating non-profit civil groups: 
Article 26 sets forth the following: “All those 
non-governmental organizations, foundations or 
non-profit associations, whether public or private, 
performing activities of international cooperation within 
the territory of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela that 
directly or indirectly promote or participate with other 

associations, organizations, 
governments or international 
organizations will be subjected 
to evaluation for their 
prohibition, suspension, 
restriction or definitive 
elimination, in the application of 
unilateral coercive measures 
against the Republic, especially 
when such measures attempt or 
affect the integral development 

of the nation”. 

The rule seems to be directed to inhibiting 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), especially 
those that denounce human rights violations, the collapse 
of the Rule of Law and acts of corruption before 
international entities. This because if its stipulations 
support eventual international convictions and at the 
same time these are used by foreign governments for 
justifying economic or diplomatic sanctions against the 
State or public officials and individuals, the authorities 
could hold accountable the organizations of such 
measures. 

Parliament aims towards NGOs and dusts off
the International Cooperation Bill

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) established that there should 
be at least one nurse for every 250 
inhabitants. According to Ana Rosario 
Contreras, President of the Nurses 
College of Caracas, in Venezuela, there 
should be 120,000 nurses, but the 
number barely reaches 30,000, 
although the personnel deficit isn’t a 
recent phenomenon. According to 
estimates, in 2001 more than 70,00 nurses were needed in 
order to comply with the standard, which represents a 
deficit of 71.60%. 

The estimate coincides with the data collected by the 
initiative HumVenezuela, that show that for June 2021, 
88.5% of the nursing staff had retired from the public 
health system. 

The health personnel deficit affects 
the performance of who keep working 
and that many times must cover more 
than one shift in order to guarantee 
patient attention; but also directly 
impacts on the right to health, according 
to the obligations in matters of human 
rights of the Venezuelan State, it must 
be measured under the standards of the 
General Observation Number 14 of the 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Committee: 
accessibility, availability, acceptability and quality. 

Nurses: always present

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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https://bit.ly/3yIPiGl

https://bit.ly/3N7JOZB 
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

We condemn the aggression against the journalist Leonor Argüelles
by councilpersons of the government party

Here at Un Mundo Sin Mordaza 
we express our deepest rejection 
to the acts of physical and verbal 
aggression towards the journalist 
Leonor Argüelles by 
councilpersons of the United 
Socialist Party of Venezuela [PSUV 
by its Spanish acronym] when she 
was exercising her right to freedom 
of speech acting as a social 
communicator. 

On Thursday May 5th, 2022, a session of the Municipal 
Council was held in Maracaibo, State of Zulia, where there 
was a discussion of the reform of the ordinance on the 
“Eduardo López Rivas Journalism Municipal Award” in 
order to modify the requisites to obtain such recognition. 
After taking the floor, the councilperson José Sierra 
physically and verbally attacked insulting Leonor 
Argüelles, who minutes earlier had defended the proposal 
of repealing the granting of the award to those people 
who don’t comply with certain requirements, among 
them being a graduate from Social Communications and 

being registered in the Journalists 
National Association. This 
produced an altercation between 
representatives from the 
government, oppositionists and 
journalists present at the session, 
which caused that the President 
of the Municipal Council, Eduardo 
Vale, to decide to adjourn the 
session and defer the debate. 

The acts of harassment, physical aggressions and 
threats suffered by Leonor Argüelles affect the right to 
exercise freedom of speech both in its individual 
dimension as well as in its collective dimension, due to the 
fact that they create a context of intimidation that 
worsens when perpetrated by members of the 
government party. Facing acts of physical and verbal 
aggression such as those occurred, the Venezuelan State 
has the obligation of investigating and punishing those 
responsible in order to guarantee the right that every 
woman has to live a violence-free life, both in the private 
and public environment.

Women and inequality in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

On May 11th, 2022, Provea 
presented the 33rd edition of its 
Annual Report on the Human Rights 
Situation, corresponding to period 
January-December 2021. The 
situations that modelled the events 
during those months were: 1) the 
reinforcement of the democratic 
institutionality crisis, in spite of holding 
the Parliamentary Elections, together 
with the erosion of the 
representativeness of the polarized politic al forces; 2)the 
economic adjustment imposed by Nicolás Maduro is 
generating a historic inequality; 3) the actions of 
international entities forced authorities to make decisions 
trying to avoid the increase of its protection mechanisms 
and monitoring; 4) threats and harassments to civil 
society and attempting to close civic space even more. 

In this report’s edition, Provea highlighted the situation 
of women’s rights in a special supplement performed by 
feminist and investigator Yolima Arellano. It was 
stipulated that one third of Venezuelan women are 
outside the labor market. Among those who are busy at 

work, approximately 528% are in the 
informal market. On the other hand, 
68% of the victims of human 
trafficking are women, while 1 out of 
every 5 victims are children and 
adolescents. 

Venezuela still has one of the 
highest teenage pregnancies indexes 
of the region, with a fertility rate of 
82.3%. According to the Venezuelan 

Association for an Alternative Sex Education (AVESA), 
58.6% of the women that were interviewed couldn’t pay a 
gynecological medical consult and its treatment. 
Furthermore, 3 out of every 10 have received medical 
advice and sufficient formal education on Stds/Stis, as 
well as birth control and prevention methods. 

https://bit.ly/3l84dSm
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Out of the total of 818 cases of 
persecution and criminalization recorded 
during 2021, 73 occurred against women, 
211 against men and 534 cases haven’t 
been able to be divided by gender. Here 
at the Centro de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) 
we could identify the following groups of 
victims: 42 communication workers, 14 
women linked with politics, six citizens 
and social activists, nine family members 
of some victim of persecution and/or criminalization, and 
two human rights defenders. The documented cases were 
classified in the following patterns: 36 cases of 
intimidation, harassment and threats; 14 arbitrary 
detentions; 10 impediments from recording a news event; 
five acts of violence; three political disqualifications; one 
home raid, and four cautionary measures within 
prohibitions from leaving the country. 

The exercise of patterns that have persecuted and 
criminalized women victims entails a structural 
discrimination that worsens gender-based violence; this is 
why men and women aren’t persecuted or criminalized in 
the same way, the Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela 
assured in its conclusions presented before the Human 
Rights Council that the violations and crimes it analyzed, 
including the acts of persecution and criminalization, have 
affected women differently due to the underlying gender 
roles, the inequalities and the patriarchal stereotypes that 
emphasize women within the domestic sphere and 
sexualize young women out of this role.

As direct victims, women who are 
persecuted and criminalized receive 
other types of offenses because of their 
gender. The Fact-Finding Mission has 
documented cases in which women who 
are detained are forced by State officers 
to have sexual relations in exchange of 
goods and privileges. Additionally, the 
National Bolivarian Intelligence Service 
[SEBIN by its Spanish acronym] officers 

have threatened the women with raping them during 
interrogatories. As secondary victims, women who are 
relatives of political prisoners in many occasions must 
undress completely and are subjected to demeaning 
treatment by security officers when they arrive to the 
penitentiary center in order to access the visit. Here at 
Cepaz, we condemn the systematic and reiterated form in 
which the Venezuelan population’s human rights are 
violated, and we especially point out the need to 
document and make clearly visible the crisis in rights 
existing in the country under a gender perspective. 
Applying measures that guarantee the population’s rights 
and liberties, and that prompt, effective and independent 
investigations are carried out on the human rights 
violations denouncements. 

Cepaz documented 73 cases of persecution and criminalization
against Venezuelan women in 2021

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3wbruZU

Two militaries subjected to torture for 5 years were released

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of May 13th, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since January 
1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 
presented before military courts. 
Up to this date we have accrued a 
historical number of 3,660 
political prisoners, of which 3,422 
have been released under 
different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of May 13th, 2022 the number is 237 
people, out of which 15 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

The release of the militaries Luis 
Mogollón and Eliezer Vásquez was 
achieved this week. They were 
acquitted from seven of the crimes 
for which they were tried and 
convicted for the crime of 
subtraction of military effects. 
However, since they were 
imprisoned for more than five years, 
they were released for time served. 
General Ángel Vivas was present at 

the same trial in which he was unfairly convicted to 7 
years and 6 months of prison for allegedly committing the 
crime of instigating rebellion and he is under conditional 
release. Here at Foro Penal we’ll keep fighting for the 
freedom of all political prisoners in Venezuela.
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The Supreme Court of Justice paralyzed for the rearrangement
of the Magistrates and over 252 dockets

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Three weeks after the appointment 
of the “new” magistrates of the 
Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish initials], elected by the 
Parliament in 2020, there haven’t been 
any significant advances, at least none 
known by the public. This is the 
conclusion reached when visiting its 
website and confirming that the 
country’s highest court has barely 
published three decisions and 22 
official notifications since then. This inaction is also 
caused by reassigning 252 dockets that are now divided 
between 20 magistrates. 

The three rulings were issued by the new and reduced 
Criminal Cassation Chamber on May 6th; while the 22 
official notifications belong of the Conduction Court of 
the Political Administrative Chamber and were issued 
between May 3rd and May 10th. Some of the other 
chambers, such as the Social, Civil, and even the 
Constitutional, haven’t published on single decision since 

the end of March. On their part, the 
Electoral Chamber issued in its latest 
decision barely hours before the 
legislators appointed the current 
members of the Supreme Court.

A paralyzed TSJ seems to be an 
inevitable consequence of the 
changes approves by the Parliament, 
among which stand out reducing its 
members from 32 prior magistrates to 

20 current ones, the incorporation of 8 truly new and the 
transfer of 3 of the “reelected” to instances different to 
those that they had occupied up to now. The 
aforementioned adjustments have made hundreds of 
cases to change hands from one day to another.
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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

“Operation Thunder” in Altagracia de Orituco

The presence of officers 
from the different security 
forces in the town of 
Altagracia de Orituco, State 
of Guarico on the night of 
April 20th, that established 
checkpoints in the areas of 
greater circulation of vehicles 
and pedestrians. According to 
the report of the journalist 
Román Camacho, agents 
from the Directorate against Organized Crime [DCDO 
by its Spanish initials] assigned to the Bolivarian 
National Police [PNB by its Spanish initials] had the 
place under siege with more than 10 tanks and 800 
PNB officers. This show of security forces was called 
“Operation Thunder”, according to the Operational 
Strategic Command of the Bolivarian National Armed 
Forces [FANB by its Spanish initials]. 

Operation Thunder started with a series of raids in 
several points of the area simultaneously. The Governor 
of the State of Guarico, José Vásquez, argued that the 
objective of the operation was to find those involved in 
extortion and other crimes. In this context dozens of 

illegal raids have been carried out 
against homes belonging to 
agricultural merchants and 
producers of the area. Defiende 
Venezuela has accounted more 
than 40 arbitrary detentions and 
the illegal seizure of at least 21 
vehicles. It’s worth mentioning that 
an undetermined number of people 
have been released after paying the 
extortions demanded by the police. 

For over 20 days the activities of the CONAS and 
DCDO of the PNB has been continuous, permanent and 
highly violent in the area. Additionally, there’s no 
information regarding the how long this operation will 
last, which generates a situation of uncertainty and 
anxiety that puts at risk the rights to life and personal 
integrity of the inhabitants of Altagracia de Orituco. We 
demand that the Venezuelan State presents the results 
of the security operation and the adoption of all 
necessary measures so that the officers comply with all 
legal requirements set forth in the laws and the 
Constitution when performing police operations, 
respecting life, integrity and liberty of the population.

https://bit.ly/3wtJQ7h



-5-

Bulletin No. 231
From May 9 to 16, 2022


