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In spite of the legal reforms 

approved since 2021, within 

the framework of the so-called 

“judicial revolution” promoted 

by Nicolás Maduro, the failures 

afflicting Venezuelan justice 

persist. Acceso a la Justicia 

has received information from 

practicing attorneys that there 

are still obstacles for 

accessing justice, denounced 

in their reports by the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) 

and the United Nations Independent International 

Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela (FFM), both entities of 

the United Nations (UN). These points, supported by four 

cases we have found through our monitoring, reveal that 

initiatives such as the so-called “criminal policies” 

[“Paquetazo penal”], through which at least eight laws 

were reformed and four new ones were approved, haven’t 

given the results that were promised, at least in those 

issues where those who are implicated are oppositionists 

or government dissidents or where the Executive Power 

has a particular interest.

Case 1. No trial in sight. The renowned journalist of 

social affairs, Roland Carreño, was detained in 2020, 

accused of his alleged participation in a plot against 

Maduro’s government. Even though his process started 

before the reforms promoted by pro-government political 

forces, this is proof that they aren’t being applied to the 

letter. Why? Because his trial hasn’t initiated, even though 

almost eight months ago a court of control admitted the 

accusation against him and ordered to place him in the 

dock. 

Case 2. Disappearances don’t disappear. On 

November 12th, 2021, the Bolivarian National Guard [GNB 
by its Spanish initials] detained the photographer Carlos 

Germán Debiais García at the Judibana sector, 

Municipality of Los Taques in the State of Falcon, for 

overflying a drone that apparently encircled the premises 

of the Amuay oil refinery. He was arbitrarily disappeared 

for almost 24 hours when authorities confirmed that he 

was in their custody and was object of an investigation, as 

reported by the organization Espacio Público, which 

denounced that not even the photographer’s family or 

attorneys had any knowledge of his situation when he was 

detained. 

Case 3. Abusing 
pre-trial detentions. On 

February 12th William 

Echarry and Ramón 

Blanco, members of 

Frente Amplio Venezuela 

Libre in the coastal 

region, 70 and 66 years 

old, respectively, were 

detained by agents of the 

La Guaira Police. What 

were their crimes? 

Protesting against the government and denouncing the 

precarious situation of retirees. The 1st Court of Control of 

La Guaira ordered their preventive detention, after the 

Prosecutor’s Office accused them of the crimes of 

instigating hatred and conspiracy. This not only violates 

Article 231 of the Organic Code of Criminal Procedures 

[COPP by its Spanish acronym], which forbids 

incarcerating anyone over the age of 70, but also goes 

against the reform that seeks avoiding the abuse of the 

pre-trial detention. 

Case 4. Imprisoned without a warrant and 
mistreated. The right to a defense and being able to 

count on a trusted attorney is still in question in 

Venezuela. An example of this is the case of (R) Captain 

and attorney Carlos Guillén, who in December last year 

was detained in the State of Apure by agents of the 

Military Counterintelligence General Directorate [DGCIM 
by its Spanish acronym] without any arrest warrant 

against him or committing a flagrant crime, only because 

he represented the owner of a ranch that was occupied by 

the military and refusing to abandon it or to provide 

information to the authorities that could compromise him. 

Even though the attorney denounced that he was object 

of mistreatments from his captors, the judge in charge of 

his case paid no attention to his accusation.

Four cases that reveal that the failures of Venezuelan justice
persist in spite of the “judicial revolution”

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Murder case of Yanomami indigenous people in Parima B
was presented before the UN Rapporteur

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of April 29th, 2022 Foro 

Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 

arrests in Venezuela since 

January 1st, 2014. 875 civilians 

have been presented before 

military courts. Up to this date 

we have accrued a historical 

number of 3,658 political 

prisoners, of which 3,418 have 

been released under different 

modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 

the country. As of April 25th, 2022 the number is 240 

people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,414 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

Olnar Ortiz, our Indigenous People Coordinator, has 

been present since April 27th 

at the UN Permanent Forum 

of Indigenous Issues, 

presenting the case of the 

Yanomami who were 

murdered and injured in 

“Parima B” in the Municipality 

of Alto Orinoco. In spite of not 

being able to denounce the 

situation proposed due to the 

opposition of several Member 

States, it was presented 

before the Rapporteur of Indigenous Rights of the 

organization. The representation of the Venezuelan State 

didn’t attend the sessions; however, it was present online 

without any mention of the actual situation of the 

country’s indigenous people and without making any 

reference to the continuous abuses against the 

indigenous population. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Venezuela requested the ICC to suspend the investigation
initiated in November 2021

On April 21st the 

International Criminal Court 

Prosecutor made public through 

a statement the petition made 

by the Venezuelan government 

on April 16th, 2022 concerning 

the suspension or deferment of 

the investigation initiated in 

November 2021 so that, based 

on Article 18 of the Rome 

Statute, it could give priority to the investigations that 

are being performed in Venezuela. 

Article 18 of the Rome Statute stipulates that within 

the following month after the notification of the 

initiation of the investigation has been received, the 

State can inform the Court on which cases it has made 

progress regarding the acts that could constitute 

crimes according to the Statute, and based on that 

request the prosecutor to recuse himself of his 

competence on the existing internal investigations. In 

January 2022 the Venezuelan government was granted 

a 3-month extension on said period that expired on 

April 16th of this year. 

Even though this 

extension hasn’t expired, on 

April 20th the Prosecutor’s 

Office notified the Pre-Trial 

Chamber its intention of 

requesting the reactivation of 

the investigation as soon as 

possible since Venezuela’s 

petition didn’t include any 

new information justifying a 

revision of the evaluation that it had previously 

performed on the complementarity. Additionally, the 

Prosecutor’s Office will request the Pre-Trial Chamber 

to invite the victims or their legal representatives, as 

well as other participants and interested parties in 

order to formulate any observations they consider 

pertinent. 

https://bit.ly/3KAPsBI
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The government reluctantly attends tripartite dialogue 

PROVEA - www.provea.org

A tripartite dialogue table 

(government, employers and 

workers) was installed in Venezuela 

on Monday April 25th with the 

counsel and monitoring of the 

International Labor Organization 

(ILO). Maduro’s government 

attended not because it was willing 

to do so, but rather because of the 

intense pressure from the ILO to 

comply with the recommendations 

of the Commission of Inquiry. 

In August 2020 the government expressly indicated 

that it didn’t accept the recommendations. The ILO 

pointed out the government’s illegal actions against 

employers and workers and at the 

same time decided to keep 

pressuring in order to achieve the 

cease of persecutions against union 

movements and to resume the 

tripartite dialogue that had been 

broken for almost two decades. 

Forced to dialogue, the 

government must assume some 

commitments that could have some 

positive repercussions in regards to 

union freedom, workers’ salaries and the fulfillment of 

other obligations in the area of labor relations. This is the 

opportunity for the union movement to prepare an 

agenda of demands.

The Femicide Digital 

Observatory of the Centro de 

Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) 

documented 62 perpetrated 

femicides and 24 attempted 

femicides during the first 

quarter of 2022. There was a 

femicide action every 26 hours 

in Venezuela. A total of 23 

children were orphaned 

because of these events. 

Three of them witnessed the 

violent acts. During this same period there were 14 

femicides of Venezuelan women abroad.

In the cases recorded during March there were 21 

perpetrated femicides and 11 attempted femicides. In 

average there was a femicide action every 23 hours. Seven 

children were orphaned. One of the children witnessed 

their mother’s violent death. 28.6% of the cases 

perpetrated in Venezuela in that month occurred in the 

State of Lara; 23.8% in Zulia; 9.5% in Carabobo; and 9.5% 

in Caracas. 43% of the victims were between the ages of 

19 and 24. One of the victims was pregnant. There were 

also three violent deaths of Venezuelan women abroad 

during March. In average, there was a femicide action 

against a Venezuelan woman abroad every 10 days. All of 

them occurred in Colombia. 

The victims were between 

the ages of 22 and 33. Three 

children were orphaned. Two 

children witnessed the 

violent acts. 

Even though here at the 

Observatory we’ve done our 

best for knowing the 

preventive measures against 

femicides that the State has 

adopted, we can’t find any evidence of them. 

Furthermore, Venezuela lacks a national system of formal 

statistics that provides public information and free access, 

reflecting the progress of the investigations and the 

punishment of the cases. Providing official numbers and 

records of femicides is urgent, as well as data reflecting 

not only the number of cases, but the specific causes and 

phenomena associated to them that allow the creation of 

public policies directed to their prevention.

62 perpetrated femicides in the first quarter of 2022

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3y6iQNO
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First quarter of 2022 closed with 21 alleged executions
in the State of Bolivar

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The Comisión para los Derechos 

Humanos y la Ciudadanía 

(Codehciu) recorded 21 cases of 

alleged extrajudicial executions in 

the State of Bolivar during the first 

quarter of 2022. According to the 

organization’s records, a man died 

in March in custody of the State 

while he was imprisoned in the 

Municipality of Caroni. A potentially 

illicit death or extrajudicial 

execution can happen in four 

different ways, one of them is when a person dies while 

they are detained or in the custody of the State, its 

entities or agents, as explained by the Minnesota Protocol. 

Moreover, 20 other men were murdered in presumed 

confrontations with police forces and the military. The 

Bolivarian National Guard (GNB) was the authority that 

had the most victims during the 

first three months of 2022, 

since they were involved in 6 

alleged executions in individual 

actions and another 6 mixed 

actions along with the Military 

Counterintelligence General 

Directorate (DGCIM). 

These events that were 

recorded violate rights 

protected by international 

instruments and by laws of the country. Codehciu urges 

the Venezuelan State to investigate in an unbiased and 

efficient manner the potentially illicit deaths; besides the 

guarantee of justice, the victims’ families also deserve 

redress, protection, respect to their integrity and the 

guarantee that these events will not repeat themselves 

again. 

Between February and April 

2022, part of the Acción 

Solidaria team, in alliance with 

the Fundación Váyalo and 

financed by Venezuela Sin 

Límites, visited six low-income 

communities of Caracas in 

order to offer integral sex 

education workshops to 120 

teenagers. The purpose is 

opening the conversation 

regarding topics such as 

sexuality and sex, sexual 

diversity, menstrual health, 

sexual violence, protection and 

pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections/diseases, and 

sexual and/or reproductive rights. 

During the sessions, the participants, besides 

receiving information, had the opportunity to create some 

communicational products such as pamphlets, flip charts 

and videos with which our organization hopes to reach 

families and communities, multiplying the number of 

people who will benefit from the project. Each team 

chose a topic and later created 

the material of their 

preference. The most popular 

topics were sexual diversity, 

menstrual health and 

gender-based violence. 

Furthermore, with the support 

from the Embassy of Canada 

58 menstrual cups were 

handed out to teenage girls of 

the communities. Also, almost 

400 internal and external 

preservatives were donated. 

Acción Solidaria is 

committed to sexual and/or reproductive rights and this 

project goes hand in hand with that mission. Our team 

hopes to reach more teenagers and extend the project to 

other states of the country where the lack of access to 

information increases the risks, for example, of getting an 

STI/STD or having an unwanted pregnancy, and reduces 

the probabilities that a person fully develops. We believe 

that knowledge empowers and sex education will allow us 

to have autonomy over our bodies. 

Acción Solidaria educated 120 teenagers in integral sex education

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info



There’s no progress in guarantees
for accessing information in Venezuela

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Access to information is an 

essential principle of 

democracy. International 

organizations have recognized 

it as a fundamental human 

right for guaranteeing civic 

participation and the exercise 

of other rights, besides 

enabling public management 

and promoting accountability, 

particularly in contexts of the 

current pandemic or in case of 

emergency situations. 

In its recent regional thematic report, the Corruption 

Citizen Observatory [OCC by its Spanish initials] of the 

Citizen Forum of the Americas determined that in the 

region there is a gap between the enactment of rules and 

their effective compliance, and that the identified 

strengths and advances focus on the creation of laws that 

regulate the access to information. 

The document identified good 

practices developed by most of 

the 19 nations comprising this 

international entity for complying 

the agreements of the Lima 

Commitment concerning access 

to information, but it pointed out 

the case of countries such as 

Venezuela, wherein instead of 

advances, some of the 

implemented policies constitute 

setbacks in the matter. A 

precarious development of 

regulatory frameworks for guaranteeing access to public 

information can be evidenced in the country. 
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