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Parliament violates Supreme Court of Justice Act
by postponing appointment of new magistrates

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Venezuela should’ve had the 
new Supreme Court of Justice 
[TSJ by its Spanish initials] 
comprised of 20 magistrates 
towards the end of March 2022. 
Nevertheless, three weeks after 
that date the Parliament elected 
in 2020 hadn’t appointed the 
new main and alternate 
magistrates of the country’s 
highest court, thus violating the 
periods of time that it had set in 
the reform made to the Supreme Court of Justice Organic 
Act [LOTSJ by its Spanish initials] in the beginning of 
2022.

Article 74 of the reform of the LOTSJ stipulates that: 
“The Civic Power Nominations Assessment Committee, 
within ten calendar days after receiving the 
documentation from the Judiciary Nominations 
Committee, shall perform a second pre-selection that will 
be presented before the Parliament for the definitive 
selection within the five calendar days following the 
reception of the documentation that is sent by the Civic 
Power Nominations Assessment Committee.”

The Republican Moral Council, maximum authority of 

the Civic Power, comprised of 
the Comptroller General of the 
Republic, the Ombudsman and 
the Prosecutor General of the 
Republic, presented the list of 
the 267 candidates for 
magistrates, Inspector General 
of Courts and the Director of 
the National School of the 
Judiciary to the Parliament on 
March 22nd. In this act, the 
President of the Parliament, 

Jorge Rodríguez, announced that Venezuela would have a 
“renovated Judiciary Power that guarantees swift and fair 
justice” within a “definite period of time”. Three days later, 
the Parliament held a session whose first point of order in 
the agenda was the appointment of the new magistrates, 
but it was postponed. Even though Rodríguez announced 
that the pause that would only last a few hours, a new 
date still hasn’t been set up to now.

World Hemophilia Day is 
celebrated every April 17th, a 
date that allows us to look at a 
population that lives in a 
situation of vulnerability. 
Hemophilia occurs due to the 
lack of one of the 13 
coagulation factors in the 
blood that everyone has. This 
condition implies that after a 
cut, the wound is still open 
and bleeds until the lacking 
factor is applied. The constant bleeding affects 
articulations and organs, which can result in irreparable 
damage or death. 

Antonia Luque, National Coordinator of the 
Venezuelan Association for Hemophilia (AVH) explains 
that women with hemophilia are affected in a 
differentiated manner: their condition generates longer 

and more painful 
menstruations; in many cases 
they have tumors in their 
uteruses and almost always 
they have a hysterectomy. 
Furthermore, girls and 
teenagers can’t exercise 
human rights such as 
education and recreation due 
to the lack of treatments in 
Venezuela. Hemorrhages 
impede them from living 

normal lives.

The Venezuelan Social Security Institute [IVSS by its 
Spanish initials] suspended the purchase and supply of 
coagulation factors in 2015. The purchase was recently 
reactivated in January 2022. 84 people died due to the 
lack of treatment and more than 3,000 live with 
irreversible injuries during the last seven years. 

Over 3,000 hemophiliacs live with irreparable damages
due to lack of treatment

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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Alleged extrajudicial executions continued
during the first quarter of 2022

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The Comisión para los Derechos 
Humanos y la Ciudadanía 
(Codehciu) recorded 21 alleged 
extrajudicial executions in the State 
of Bolivar during the first quarter of 
2022. January, February and March 
recorded 5, 9 and 7 victims, 
respectively; El Callao and Caroni 
were the most violent municipalities 
during this period. On the other 
hand, one person died while in 
custody of the State in the dungeons of the Guaiparo 
Police Coordination Center towards the end of March. 

Likewise, the Bolivarian National Guard [GNB by its 
Spanish initials] was the State entity that recorded the 
most violations of the human right to life. Moreover, it was 
involved in events during mixed actions along with 
officers of the Military Counterintelligence General 
Directorate [DGCIM by its Spanish acronym]. Among the 
alleged executions recorded by the organization there’s 
the case of a 28-year-old man, whose supposed 
confrontation with the authorities was disproved by 
neighbors of his community. 

Police and military forces 
executed 1,414 people throughout 
the country during 2021. This 
number was recorded thanks to 
the effort of the civil society 
organization Provea in alliance with 
Centro Familia. Codehciu has also 
documented these violations of the 
human right to life, to personal 
integrity and to due process in the 
State of Bolivar since 2018. In its 

latest bulletin it alerted that the State must perform 
pertinent and unbiased investigations that determine who 
are responsible of these human rights violations that leave 
so many families in mourning in that state. 

The Memorandum of Understanding
and the ICC Prosecutor’s second visit to Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The work performed by civil 
society organizations 
documenting human rights 
violations committed in the 
country and remitting this 
information to other international 
instances has an important value. 
On the one hand, facing an 
absence of justice, the victims find 
some redress when their cases are 
mentioned in some of the 
international reports. Additionally, 
the documentation process fulfills 
an important task of remembering what has happened. 

When we speak of the memory of the human rights 
violations, there are who mistakenly understand that it’s 
about a settling of scores or a potential retribution. On the 
contrary, making memories documenting the events is an 
inevitable step towards not repeating itself. In virtue if the 
aforesaid, the historic decision of the ICC Prosecutor’s 
Office lays the foundation not only for establishing 
responsibilities and so that the Venezuelan civil society 
assumes, at last, the presence of these violations of the 

Rule of Law and builds the 
paths to avoid them from 
happening again. 

The announcement 
that an ICC Prosecutor’s 
Office will be established 
in Venezuela is important 
news in this context. The 
Venezuelan State has 
shown its disposition to 
cooperate with the 
ongoing investigation 

through the Memorandum of Understanding and, even 
when the victims and organizations defending them 
doubt the existence of a genuine will, the closeness of the 
ICC officers will make obstruction of justice more difficult. 
It’s true that reconciliation and forgiveness will be 
necessary for future political coexistence. But forgiveness 
will only be possible if we’re able of recognizing damages 
suffered by so many Venezuelans throughout the years. 
Without investigation, recognition and redress, 
reconciliation will be almost impossible. We hope that the 
ICC can help building a different future in Venezuela.

https://bit.ly/3JKjen5
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The Femicide Digital Observatory of 
the Centro de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) 
documented 21 perpetrated femicides 
and 7 attempted femicides during the 
month of February in Venezuela. In 
average there was a femicide action 
every 28 hours. Nine children were 
orphaned. One of them witnessed their 
mother’s femicide. The states with the 
most cases were Carabobo with 14.3%; 
Capital District also with 14.3%; the State of Miranda with 
14.3%; and the State of Tachira with the same percentage 
of the cases. 19% of the victims were less than 15 years old; 
23.8% were between the ages of 19 and 30; 9.6% were 
between 76 and 84 years old. One of the femicide victims 
was pregnant. The aggressors are fugitives in 52.4% of the 
cases. 

There were also 6 violent deaths of Venezuelan 
women perpetrated abroad in February. There were no 
cases classified as attempts. This results, in average, in a 
femicide action against a Venezuelan woman abroad 
every 6 days. 33.3% of the cases occurred in Colombia; 
33.3% occurred in Chile. There were no significant 
patterns reported regarding the victims’ ages, since the 

range was too broad. However, 16.7% 
were between the ages of 2 and 5; the 
aggressors are fugitives in 50% of the 
cases. We also recorded a 
trans-femicide of a Venezuelan woman 
in Colombia. 

There’s no official information 
regarding femicides or gender-based 
violence reports in Venezuela since 

2016. There’s a complete opacity on behalf of the State 
regarding numbers that allow correctly characterizing the 
magnitude of this problem. This opacity impedes an 
accurate diagnosis, as well as preparing preventive plans 
as well as attention to the victims of attempted femicides 
and to the relatives of victims of perpetrated femicides. 
Civil society organizations are the ones that are assuming 
the task of collecting this information and documenting 
the cases with the available sources. 

Nine children were orphaned because of their
mothers’ femicides in February

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
The deficient Venezuelan electric power service
disrespects human rights 

The electric power supply in 
Venezuela has been in crisis for 
years. According to the 
Venezuelan Observatory of Public 
Services, civic perception of the 
electric power service at a 
national level is negative in 47.1%, 
and even though Venezuelans 
should’ve adapted to the 
precarious service the reality is 
that access to electric power is a hypothesis for the 
enjoyment and exercise of human rights. During the 
first days of April 2022 there have been serious power 
outages in different states of the country. 

It’s worth remembering the national blackouts 
recorded during the months of March and April in 2019. 
There were four national blackouts since March 7th, 
2019. The first one lasted between five and seven days 
in a row, the longest blackout in the country’s history. 
This crisis caused serious problems in public and 
private hospitals, industries, carriage of goods, water 

supply, and multiple lootings at a 
national level. The situation was 
particularly serious in different 
states that suffered the 
interruptions of this service for a 
longer period of time, and since 
then they’re still suffering 
continuous power cuts. In some 
states of the country, such as 
Merida and Tachira, the 

regularity of the electric power service was never 
reestablished since 2019, this leaves the inhabitants, 
especially the poorest ones, in a continuous precarious 
condition. 

The serious situation of the electric power service is 
attributable to the government since it obeys the lack 
of structural maintenance of the electric power 
generation system, the massive corruption in the area 
that has hindered the start of operation of multiple 
thermoelectric plants, the workers’ low salaries and 
mismanagement in general.

https://bit.ly/3xBzZyi
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The International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor’s 
Office seems to be up to date with Venezuelan 
expressions such as “talk is cheap” and “anything and 
everything can be said on paper”. This is why they’re 
considering putting the national authorities’ actual will of 
punishing crimes against humanity committed in the 
country since at least 2014 to the test by offering their 
help in prosecuting the difficult task. At least that’s the 
impression given by the international instance’s decision 
in opening an office in Caracas. This announcement was 
made by the prosecutor of the court based in The Hague 
(Netherlands), Karim Khan, on April 1st during a visit to 
Miraflores Palace [seat of the Venezuelan Government 
and Office of the President of the Republic] in which he 
was accompanied by Nicolás Maduro. The British jurist’s 
statements were made after culminating a three-day work 
visit to the country, the second one of this type in less 
than four months. 

According to Acceso a la Justicia, this new office in the 
country could be an opportunity for correcting the 
failures incurred by Venezuelan authorities with initiatives 
such as the “criminal policies” [“Paquetazo penal”] or the 
restructure of the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish initials]. In this way, the real causes of human 
rights violations and the reigning impunity could be 

addressed. Although the announcement of opening an 
office for the ICC Prosecutor in Caracas is positive, 
because it would force Venezuelan authorities to take 
genuine measures for improving the human rights 
situation, having more eyes on the field monitoring their 
actions, there have been many questions in this regard. 
Nevertheless, Karim Khan’s intervention didn’t clarify if 
the team he’ll send to Caracas will also collect information 
allowing his office to establish eventual responsibilities for 
the arbitrary and massive detentions, enforced 
disappearances, extrajudicial executions and tortures 
against the detainees for protesting against the 
government that have occurred since at least February 
12th, 2014.

Another doubt left unanswered is when will this office 
start operating. Will it be in a matter of weeks or months? 
How many people will be working there? We mustn’t 
forget that the ICC Prosecutor’s Office decided to open 
an investigation for the alleged crimes of war that Russia 
committed in Ukraine when it invaded that country, which 
would imply allocating part of this body’s few resources 
to an issue that has world peace in suspense. 

Undoubtedly, the agreement between the ICC 
Prosecutor’s Office and Maduro’s government in opening 
an office in Caracas can be considered as something 
positive for all Venezuelans, since it increases the pressure 
on authorities to take measures for punishing human 
rights violations and avoid them from repeating 
themselves. 

Venezuelan authorities’ will to punish crimes against humanity
will be put to the test by the ICC Prosecutor’s Office 

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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