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Hospital crisis keeps compromising Venezuelans’ lives

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

After six years since that the 
Complex Humanitarian Emergency 
was declared in Venezuela, which 
worsened by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the sanitary collapse 
hasn’t given way and the 
ever-growing deficiencies 
compromise the citizens’ health and 
lives more and more each day. The 
deterioration of the hospital 
infrastructures, lack of maintenance 
of medical equipment, bad shape of 
public services, and the deficient provision of medications 
and supplies are part of the everyday life of those who 
comply with their work schedule in spite of the adverse 
conditions and the insufficient pay they receive. 

In the framework of the World Health Day, workers of 
the sector told them how the irregularities and the 
government’s deficiencies have violated the right to a free 
and qualified attention set forth by the Constitution. The 
x-ray of the sanitary crisis in Venezuela that made by its 
own protagonists validate the findings of different 
investigations and of the monitoring performed by 
Transparencia Venezuela during these last years in order 
to make clearly visible the corruption in the key area 

involving people’s lives.

According to the Internal 
Medicine Doctor Gustavo Villasmil, 
member of the Medicos por la 
Salud organization, it’s technically 
impossible for the State to 
guarantee the attention, since 70% 
of the public health’s operating 
rooms aren’t working properly and 
almost 100% of the CAT scan 
equipment are inoperative. “The 

medical-hospital attention doesn’t exist. Yes, there are 
hospitals that are open and they do what they can, but 
none of them operates on hearts or does any transplants. 
An ideal attention can’t be offered either to a person 
suffering from burns, nor even multiple injuries.”

World Health Day is commemorated on April 7th for 
reclaiming and claiming access to this human right. A 
topic is issued each year in order to highlight a priority 
area of interest for the World Health Organization (WHO). 
However, in Venezuela, due to the Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency (CHE) and the deficiencies in the sector, the 
date serves as a reason for making clearly visible and 
denouncing the violations of the right to health, besides 
demanding them. 

Among the data recorded and made visible by civil 
society, there are 18 million people who have lost access 
to services of the public and private health system. 
Between 2016 and 2019, 44,000 deaths were recorded 
due to lack of medications. Almost 8 million people with 
chronic health problems don’t have any medical attention. 
Over nine million girls, teenagers and women are in 
humanitarian deed situation related to health. The lack of 
antiretrovirals (ARV) affect almost 300,000 people 
infected with HIV. 77.2% of the Venezuelan population has 
one dose of the vaccine against COVID-19 and only 49.8% 

has two. This information is alarming and evidences the 
health crisis the country id going through. 

It’s most important to focus on groups that are the 
most vulnerable, such as children and adolescents, 
women, LGBTQI+ people, indigenous communities, 
people suffering racism, people living with HIV, people 
with disabilities, and those who suffer from a chronic 
health condition.

Violations and crisis impede commemorating World Health Day

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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https://bit.ly/3xsHNCP
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Political prisoner Luis Alejandro Mogollón
is hospitalized and in a delicate state of health

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of April 5th, 2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,772 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we 
have accrued a historical number of 
3,658 political prisoners, of which 
3,418 have been released under 
different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 
political prisoners in the country. As of 
April 5th, 2022 the number is 240 
people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

The hospitalization of 
Luis Alejandro Mogollón 
was confirmed at the 
“Carlos Arvelo” Military 
Hospital, given his 
extremely delicate state 
of health. They 
performed x-rays of his 
head and neck. We’re 
waiting for the 
neurosurgeon’s opinion 
and the chief of 
neurosurgery since his 

condition is very serious, which has been going on for 
years without the defense team’s petitions haven’t been 
heard. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
IACHR elevates case of 14 Polichacao police officers
detained in 2016 to the I/A Court H.R.

Before the petition made 
by the NGO Defiende 
Venezuela, the 
Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) 
remitted to the 
Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights (I/A Court 
H.R.) a case on international 
responsibility of the 
Venezuelan State in human 
rights violations of 14 officers 
from the Municipality of 
Chacao’s Police Department who were arbitrarily 
detained in June 2016 for allegedly being involved in 
the homicide of a journalist from a State-owned TV 
channel after being pointed out by Gustavo González 
López, Minister of Internal Affairs, Justice and Peace, 
even though the officers’ release was ordered, the 
National Bolivarian Intelligence Service [SEBIN by its 
Spanish acronym] didn’t execute the release order. 

The police officers were arbitrarily and illegally 
incarcerated for a period of time between 17 and 24 
months, during which they suffered torture and cruel, 
inhuman and demeaning treatments. The IACHR 
concluded that the Venezuelan State violated the rights 
to liberty, personal integrity, judicial guarantees, and 
legal protection of the victims, and recommended that 
State to completely redress the victims by adopting (i) 
monetary compensation and satisfaction measures; (ii) 

rehabilitation measures, 
concretely, physical and 
mental health attention; (iii) 
a diligent, effective 
investigation and within a 
reasonable period of time in 
order to identify the 
responsibilities and impose 
the due sanctions; and (iv) 
non-repetition mechanisms, 
especially, structural 
measures so that the 
detention conditions at El 

Helicoide adjust to Inter-American standards, resulting 
in the immediate cease of practices of torture and cruel, 
inhuman and demeaning treatments on behalf of the 
SEBIN. 

On April 6th, 2022, Fred Mavares, a former 
Polichacao Commissioner –who was one of the 
detainees-; Andrea Santacruz, Director of the Human 
Rights Center of the Universidad Metropolitana 
(Unimet), and Carlos Briceño, Director of Defiende 
Venezuela, participated in a press conference to speak 
of the case’s details. 

https://bit.ly/35PCsK6
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The representatives of Judge 
María Lourdes Afiuni resorted to 
the Third Court of Enforcement 
of Caracas on March 16th in 
order to request that she be 
authorized to travel to 
Washington, D.C. for a medical 
appointment with Punam G. 
Thakkar, a renowned ear, nose 
and throat doctor of the George 
Washington University Hospital 
that specializes in head and neck 
disorders that range from hearing loss to cancer. We 
should keep in mind that in September 2020 Afiuni 
underwent surgery and later treated for an adenoid cystic 
carcinoma on her lip. The judge’s attorneys based their 
allegations on Article 83 of the Constitution, which sets 
forth that “health is a fundamental social right” and that is 
“the State’s obligation” to guarantee it “as part of the right 
to life”. Nevertheless, less than 24 hours later the Judge 
Angelimar Carmona Hernández denied the petition 
without giving a reason. Up to this moment no authority 
has explained why it was rejected. 

This isn’t the first time that justice denies Afiuni the 
right to receive medical treatment or it ignored the 
petitions regarding her personal integrity. The long 
process lived by this attorney since she was apprehended 
in 2009 is full of similar situations. Thus, in 2012 authorities 
ignored her claims of sexual abuse and mistreatment by 
her captors against her and other female inmates while 
she was detained at the National Institute for Female 

Orientation [INOF by its 
Spanish acronym]. Years later 
Venezuelan authorities even 
said before the United 
Nations (UN) that the civil 
servant had retracted those 
arguments. Even though 
Afiuni is under conditional 
release we mustn’t forget 
that the Venezuelan State 
during these last few years 
has been target of harsh 

criticism, both domestic and international, for not 
guaranteeing the rights to life, health and personal 
integrity of its prisoners. 

Hugo Chávez’s and Nicolás Maduro’s governments 
seem to use Judge Afiuni as an example of what can 
happen when a court officer refuses to obey the orders 
issued by a judge from the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ 
by its Spanish initials] or that dares to make a decision 
that affects the government’s interests. The foregoing is 
clear that human rights in Venezuela are far from being 
guaranteed, especially for those dissent or have 
confronted the power in any way. 

Venezuelan justice keeps punishing
Judge María Lourdes Afiuni

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

March: more internet failures, harassment and intimidations

17 cases and 25 violations of 
the right to freedom of speech 
was the total recorded by Espacio 
Público in March 2022, being 
censorship (15) and intimidation 
(06) the most frequent 
incidences, followed by verbal 
harassment (02), one threat, and 
one administrative restriction. 

70% of the cases (12) were 
internet-related, mainly due to failures from ISPs and 
blackouts affecting connectivity in states in the western 
part of the country. Two cases were recorded in the State 
of Miranda, one in the State of Anzoategui, one in the 

State of Falcon, and another one in the 
State of Merida. 

Once more, State institutions were 
pointed out as the main aggressors, 
causing eleven freedom of speech 
violations, while security forces and 
officers were responsible for two cases 
each. 

https://bit.ly/3NURlMk

https://bit.ly/37sjhGX
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Artists with activism proposals let their art’s power be known

The third season of “Tu 
Arte es Poder” already 
started, a series of online 
interviews from Un Mundo 
Sin Mordaza to artists with 
social and humanitarian 
activism proposals. In the 
first delivery the guest was 
the Venezuelan 
commentator, actor, 
comedian, and TV host 
Luis Chataing. 

The purpose of this 
campaign is to serve as a space that promotes individual 
and collective freedom that entails social change. This 

interview format allows to 
reach more places and to 
give a voice to those who 
work hard for the rebuilding 
of the social weave and the 
civic empowerment. 

Karina Freites, better 
known as “the girl who 
paints bills” was in charge 
of directing the 
conversation with Luis 
Chataing in this platform in 
which participants have the 

possibility of freely expressing themselves, breaking the 
gag of self-censorship and winning a battle over fear. 

The “First Step towards the Electoral Path” report 
summarizes the effort of more than a year of exhaustive 
monitoring of the Venezuelan electoral political process 
on behalf of civil society organizations that participate in 
the Red Electoral Ciudadana (REC) and the Civic Forum. 
The document collects the appointment of the new 
directors of the National Electoral Council [CNE by its 
Spanish initials] during the month of May as a main trigger 
of the stimulation of the Venezuelan political scenario, 
and starting point of the electoral process corresponding 
to the regional and municipal elections of November 21st. 

The inclusion of directors that aren’t linked to 
government political parties in the CNE’s directory and 
the electoral entity’s decision of decisively advancing in 
some of the basic electoral guarantees demanded by civil 
society set in march a new political dynamic, which, at the 
same time, derived in some of the most significant 
milestones of the process. The report collects the 
alternatives of each of the topics and stages of the 
electoral process from that starting point, such as those 
referring to the electoral registry, the audit of the 
automated voting system, the return of the main 
opposition parties to the electoral scenario, the election’s 
observation by renowned national and international 
entities, the proselytizing campaign, the voting day, the 
repeat of the elections in the State of Barinas and the 
indigenous community’s election. 

The document analyzes the debate regarding the 
so-called political disqualifications, the use of public 

resources for proselytizing purposes, the application of 
gender-parity criteria, and the challenges that in the 
2022-2024 term wait for the Venezuelan body. The 
November 21st regional and municipal electoral process 
surges as an important first step in the difficult rebuilding 
process and the strengthening of the electoral path. Civic 
participation demonstrated the commitment of vast 
sectors of the Venezuelan population with these goals. 

First step towards the electoral path

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3DVbBsW
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5 years since the popular rebellion 

PROVEA - www.provea.org

5 years since the popular 
rebellion, unfortunately defeated by 
the government’s repression 
perpetrating crimes against 
humanity, the demand for justice is 
still one of the fundamental aspects 
of the agenda in human rights 
matters. 

The perpetrators of the crimes 
must be held accountable before 
justice. Therefore, the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor’s 
Office’s announcement is very important of establishing 
an office in Venezuela, because it could help to make 
progress in determining those who are supposedly 
responsible and give space to the victims. 

It’s also important to 
advance in the use of the 
universal jurisdiction in the 
victims’ and organizations’ 
strategy, assuming the 
contribution of the United 
Nations Independent 
International Fact-Finding 
Mission on Venezuela (FFM)’s 
investigations. The actions in 
different instances and 
institutions within the country 
must also be part of the 

investigations to be developed. Truth, justice and 
guarantees that these events won’t repeat themselves 
again are the north that must guide us in the upcoming 
years. 


