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Authorities deny information on the investigations to relatives
of the murdered Yanomami indigenous people

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of April 1st, 2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,772 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 
875 civilians have been presented 
before military courts. Up to this 
date we have accrued a historical 
number of 3,657 political prisoners, 
of which 3,418 have been released 
under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 
political prisoners in the country. As 
of April 1st, 2022 the number is 239 
people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

According to a report from Olnar Ortiz, our Indigenous 
People Coordinator, the investigations on the murders of 

four Yanomami indigenous 
people in the town of Parima 
B, at the Brazilian-Venezuelan 
border on March 20th are 
advancing slowly. Authorities 
have handled this in an 
extremely reserved manner 
and denied information on the 
reach of these actions. 

This week they resorted to 
the Prosecutor’s Office to 
denounce the situation and 

formally request an objective and unbiased investigation 
of the facts. They also went to the Office of the 
Ombudsman advocating protection for the victims’ 
relatives and requesting that these acts of human rights 
violations to the indigenous people of the area don’t 
repeat themselves.

The Supreme Court of Justice endorses
its sixth restructure in 20 years

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The Parliament elected in 2020 
can complete the restructure of 
the Supreme Court of Justice and 
appoint the 20 new magistrates, 
since the country’s highest court 
rejected two remedies that sought 
to stop the process, the sixth one 
of its kind that the entity has 
suffered in the last two decades. 
Rulings 81 and 83 from the 
Constitutional Chamber, issued on 
March 15th and 21st, 2022, 
dismissed the two appeals for 
annulment against the reform of the Supreme Court of 
Justice Organic Act that was approved by the 
government-biased Parliament in January 2022. Both 
decisions considered the unconstitutionality remedies 
“unfounded” and “inadmissible”. 

The actions brought forth by the attorney José Toribio 
De Jesús González Puertas and by the emeritus 
Magistrate Pedro Rondón Haaz presented almost 
identical arguments. The attorneys questioned the 
legality of the modification’s initiative, since the statement 
of intent establishes that “the President of the Supreme 
Court of Justice, Maikel Moreno, proposed a reform before 
the Parliament for reducing the number of magistrates 

(…) so that the chambers can be 
better managed”, and there is no 
evidence that this was fully 
endorsed by the Court. 

They also objected that the 
Second Transitory Provision the 
magistrates in office are allowed 
to be nominated for a second 
12-year period, while reducing 
their current term in office, for 
considering it a type of de facto 
destitution. And, lastly, they 

questioned that the Parliament had reserved most of the 
chairs of the Judiciary Nominations Committee for itself 
(11 out of 21) and assumed the attribution of appointing 
the Inspector General of Courts and the Director of the 
National School of the Judiciary. 
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https://bit.ly/3iZPt72
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The right to education is still disrespected in Venezuela

Bloque Constitucional

The Venezuelan Federation of 
Teachers [FVM by its Spanish initials] 
assured through statements to the 
Prensa de Lara journal that there 
aren’t any dignified salaries in 
Venezuela, or improvements in 
infrastructure nor resources for 
education, to which can be added 
that those who are responsible for 
guaranteeing a good education don’t 
have any plans or public policies for 
achieving the rescue and the 
corresponding updates for the teaching practice and thus 
complying with the constitutional obligation of 
guaranteeing that right. “The Minister of Education should 
have his own plan for recovery, we don’t know if this is 
true”, said Orlando Alzuru, President of the FVM. 

In the State of Lara, both the College of Professors and 
the College of Bachelors of Education assure that the first 
thing the authorities have to do is a diagnosis and 
assessment of the sector for activating it and intending to 
teach classes with a notice of reinstatement. Laura Igarra, 
President of the College of Bachelors of Education, said 

that after having a list of needs the 
Ministry must execute solutions. “It’s 
only announced the A Drop of Love 
[Una Gota de Amor] plan, but it wasn’t 
seen much in schools”, she added that 
they don’t even know the realities 
suffered by the teachers and students. 
Igarra emphasized that recovering 
education is urgent, due to the fact 
that the State washed its hands years 
ago and the consequence is that today 
there are educational spaces that 

aren’t appropriate “that’s why a diagnosis must be 
performed in order to know how each sector is and its 
reality”. 

The FVM as well as the Colleges of Professors and 
Bachelors of Education are concerned by the lack of 
learning during the pandemic to the point that many 
students and teachers were excluded from e-learning and 
today they’re disoriented in schools, many of them moved 
on to the next year or grade, but they didn’t make any 
progress with meaningful learning because there wasn’t 
any continuity of classes or fulfillment of programs. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Transforma Program: Victims as agents of change
and spreading their memory in their voices

Defiende Venezuela promotes 
the Transforma Program 
[Programa Transforma] for 
strengthening the human rights 
violations victims’ role as agents 
of change, and thus making 
clearly visible the human rights 
situation in Venezuela and 
obtaining justice. This is a unique 
initiative in the country that 
consists of human rights training 
and accompanying their complaints before 
international human rights protection authorities. 

The purpose is to accompany the victims of 
violations in their strategies of denouncements on an 
international level and providing them practical tools 
for participating in spaces of national and international 
public incidence with the objective that they are 
authentic human rights defenders. In the Transforma 
Program, victims receive education in national and 
international justice systems, communication and 
public speaking, security, strategic activism, among 
other topics. As a result, victims can break the 
re-victimization cycle and be accompanied in the 

process of seeking justice and 
creating historic memory. 

Up to now 42 beneficiaries 
from 8 Venezuelan states have 
graduated (Aragua; Barinas; 
Bolivar; Carabobo; Capital 
District; Miranda; Lara; and 
Tachira). It’s about extrajudicial 
executions victims’ family 
members that seek the truth, 

justice and redress. In this context, on March 31st the 
documentary Miradas de Memoria was released, as well 
as the Memoria en voces magazine, with the object of 
creating historic memory, gathering testimonies 
first-hand from human rights violations victims’ 
relatives in Venezuela graduated from Transforma. 

https://bit.ly/3j0TI1Y
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Definite results and not words. This is 
what the United Nations Independent 
International Fact-Finding Mission on 
Venezuela (FFM) expects from the 
Venezuelan State in matters of human 
rights and justice. Even though the instance 
saluted the legal, administrative and 
institutional reforms that the authorities 
have implemented or announced with the 
purpose of expediting the investigations on fundamental 
guarantees violations and preventing them from 
happening again, cast doubts on their effectiveness. 

During her recent oral update on the country’s 
situation before the UN Human Rights Council made on 
March 17th, the President of the FFM, Marta Valiñas, 
objected the Parliament’s decision of reforming 
approximately half dozen laws, as well as the new process 
for appointing Supreme Court of Justice magistrates. 
Lastly, she made clear that the judicial convictions 
imposed on police and military officers for human rights 
violations are far from being considered as a sign of 
willingness to do justice and redress the victims. In order 
to prove her point, she reminded that the Parliament 
made a partial reform to the Organic Code of Criminal 
Procedures [COPP by its Spanish acronym], in which the 
periods of time for some processes were reduced as well 
as the duration of preventive imprisonment. However, the 
Mission found that “there are still dozens of people that 
have been detained without a trial for more than three 
years, much more than the limits set forth by the previous 
law and the reform”. 

Likewise, the Portuguese 
jurist mentioned the case of 
the FundaRedes Director, 
Javier Tarazona, detained in 
July 2021, as an example that 
citizens in Venezuela, 
particularly oppositionists, 
dissidents and human rights 
defenders, face serious danger 

by the mere fact of contradicting the official version of the 
events. “The Mission has received information that Mr. 
Tarazona has been subjected to psychological or white 
torture”, she said. 

The recent report from the FFM evidences Venezuelan 
authorities’ failure in their attempt to simulate or making 
the world believe that they are administering justice and 
implementing measures to prevent new human rights 
violations from happening again in the country. The report 
of this UN instance should serve so that the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor’s Office implements the 
investigations in order to specifically determine those 
who are responsible for crimes against humanity, since up 
to now local justice has been unable or unwilling to 
perform this task.

The UN Mission doubts the reforms for improving
the human rights and justice situation in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Government supporters continue harassing Roberto Deniz
and the armando.info news portal

Social media accounts 
linked to the government 
and spokespersons 
harassed once again the 
investigative journalism 
digital media armando.info 
and one of its members, the 
journalist Roberto Deniz on 
Wednesday March 30th. 

The government-biased 
host, Pedro Carvajalino qualified the armando.info news 
portal through his Twitter account as “a network of 
journalistic extortion”, while posting an intimidating video 
with the intention of harassing Roberto Deniz. 

Deniz commented to Espacio Público that 
the new acts of harassment towards him and 
the news portal where he works that “have been 
more of the same” and criticized that 
Carvajalino (who has spaces in the State-owned 
TV channel Venezolana de Televisión (VTV) and 
other media property of the State): “Is still in the 
role of campaigning Alex Saab’s defense.”

https://bit.ly/36UOfY2

https://bit.ly/3iYjdkB
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March ends with the commemoration 
of the fight of one of the most vulnerable 
groups in Venezuela and the world: 
transgender people. Trans Visibility Day 
was on Thursday March 31st, a date that 
reminds us that all people are valid and 
that, today more than ever, our society 
must work so that everyone can fully 
exercise their rights. Although their 
guarantee is the State’s responsibility, we 
can collectively generate changes. 

LGBTQI+ activists and defenders insist 
on the urgency of creating a law that 
assures the legal identity of transgender 
people, without this they are excluded 
from rights such as education, work and 
nourishment. Tamara Adrián, attorney and first 
transgender MP in Venezuela, has assured that the first 
barrier for accessing work is education. Without any 

studies, the gap between cisgender 
people and the work field gets wider 
every day, and even more so in a very 
precarious and broken system for over 
five years due to the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency. 

Furthermore, education implies the 
sensitization of all parts of society: 
schools, universities, corporations, public 
entities, religious groups, and health and 
education workers. Discrimination can 
only be reduced with education and, 
consequently, hate crimes (22 murders in 
2021, according to the NGO Somos). The 
law doesn’t acknowledge the existence of 
transgender people and the State ignores 

the demands of this population. Civil society has the task 
of demanding a change and the recognition of all 
identities. 

Trans Visibility Day: A reminder that all people are valid

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Provea: Sectorial or individual sanctions?

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The recent visit of a high-level 
delegation from the US 
government puts on the table the 
relaxation or repeal of the 
financial sanctions against the 
country. This has been a demand 
from the Venezuelan government. 
The denouncement of the 
“blockage” has been the 
protagonist of its propaganda in 
the last months. From a human 
rights perspective, especially 
since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it has also 
been a demand from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) and the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). 
These institutions differ from the official opinion saying 
that the crisis was before the sanctions, but it has been 
worsened by the impact of the coercive unilateral 
measures. 

Provea has criticized the sectorial sanctions policy 
from the beginning, since history has proven that its main 
effects are suffered by the general population and not by 
the authorities. This is why we’ve joined the petition of the 
UNHCHR and the IACHR. We’ve also worked on 

documenting the indicators on 
their effects that have been 
published in the report The 
Economic Sanctions against 
Venezuela: Consequences, 
Humanitarian Crisis, 
Alternatives, and Humanitarian 
Agreement [Las sanciones 
económicas contra Venezuela: 
consecuencias, crisis 
humanitaria, alternativas y 
acuerdo humanitario]. Provea’s 
opinion on this issue is that the 
financial sanctions against 

Venezuela must be lifted, but maintaining and increasing 
individual sanctions against officials responsible for 
human rights violations. 

Individual sanctions, that in some cases have extended 
to direct family members of officials, have had an 
important pressure effect. Their annulment has been an 
incentive so that sanctioned officials directly or indirectly 
participate or endorse dialogue with oppositionist 
leaders. Additionally, they have worked as a deterrent 
factor for repeating serious human rights violations. The 
list could increase with officials responsible for economic, 
social and cultural rights violations. 
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Acts of violence against women in the State of Bolivar
evidence lack of guarantee of their rights

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

2 femicides were recorded in the 
State of Bolivar during February, the 
victims were a teenager and a 
57-year-old woman. Both events join 
the record of cases on gender-based 
violence monitored by the Comisión 
para los Derechos Humanos y la 
Ciudadanía (Codehciu). During the 
second month of the year, the 
context of violence and 
defenselessness towards girls, teenagers and women was 
cause for alarm. Aixa Castellanos Barajas was murdered in 
the Municipality of Angostura del Orinoco. She was a 
businesswoman and her body was found on February 
10th, buried in her backyard with signs of asphyxiation 
and with her hands tied. 

Likewise, the case of a teenager murdered in Caroni 
had an impact on the population. The young woman’s 
body was found in her house at the Parish Vista al Sol on 
Sunday February 20th, she presented signs of sexual 
abuse. A total of 19 cases were recorded in the second 
month of the year, two more than in January; 11 were adult 
women and 8 young girls and/or teenagers, victims of 

different types of violence such as 
psychological, physical, sexual, 
threats, human sex trafficking, lewd 
acts, harassment, femicides, and 
one disappearance. 

Codehciu assisted 54 adult 
women in January by offering free 
psychological support services in 
the Municipalities of Caroni and 

Angostura del Orinoco. This number encompasses 
survivors of psychological violence (31), sexual violence 
(13), physical violence (8), and patrimonial violence (2). In 
regards to the cases of girls and teenagers, the 
organization knew of at least 4 survivors of physical 
violence and 3 of sexual violence to whom psychosocial 
attention was offered. 

Bulletin No. 225
From March 28 to April 4, 2022

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

“Sin Mordaza” song: An anthem for human rights defense

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza released the song “Sin 
Mordaza”, an anthem with which human rights activists 
can identify with for their fight against injustices lived in 
Venezuela and around the world. The theme was released 
on February 4th, 2022 and its author and singer is 
Domingo Ondiz, a musician from the State of Zulia who 
emigrated to Spain due to the Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency that Venezuela is going through and from the 
diaspora keeps fighting for freedom. The song is available 
on YouTube and different streaming platforms. 

Domingo Ondiz also participated in The Voice Spain 
singing competition, exalting Venezuela and leaving 
speechless artists such as Luis Fonsi and Paulina Rubio 
thanks to his version of “Summertime” with a cuatro and 
a guitar, a classic blues genre that he sang in duet 
together with Roy Borland. 

Likewise, Un Mundo Sin Mordaza in Alliance with 
Amnesty International, launched the “Canta Sin Mordaza” 
[“Sing without a Gag”] contest, an opportunity for 
musicians or music lovers to freely express themselves 
through a cover of this song, with which they can defend 

their fights adapting the lyrics. The winners will receive 
prizes of up to 500 dollars. 

https://bit.ly/3uP0NIH

https://bit.ly/3x4QpPP
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A panel of experts, that form part of the Con Ellas 
alliance, made seven proposals for reducing disasters in 
Complex Humanitarian Emergencies (CHE). “Con Ellas” is 
comprised of the organizations Acción Solidaria, Centro 
de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz), Funcamama, Preparafamilia, 
Uniandes, and Unión Afirmativa. These six organizations, 
along with others that form part of Venezuelan civil 
society, have documented and collected data for 
providing support to part of the population that has been 
severely affected by the emergency. According to 
numbers of the HUM Venezuela platform, more than 9 
and a half million women, teenagers and girls in Venezuela 
had humanitarian needs in 2021. This information forms 
part of a diagnosis performed by 27 Venezuelan civil 
society organizations in 17 states of the country, allowing 
to identify the five most serious problems for women in 
Venezuela: lack of jobs, of medications and medical 
attention, of basic services, of food, of transportation and 
fuel. 

The seven proposals made by the “Con Ellas” alliance 
for mitigating the effects of the CHE include: periodically 
publishing numbers that are updated, auditable, and 
separated by geographical areas, gender, disability, 
gender identity and sexual orientation, of Venezuelan 

women’s situation, in health, nourishment, water and 
sanitation, human mobilization, gender-based violence 
and education; prioritizing, summoning and supervising 
allocation of funds to projects that benefit the attention 
and development of Venezuelan women with an 
intersectional approach, executed by organizations that 
work in the field; favoring the attention in the area of 
health, in prevention, diagnosis and treatment, to women 
of transmittable, non-transmittable, chronic and high-cost 
health conditions.

Moreover, developing an approach of protection and 
of rights for the attention of girls, teenagers and women 
in mobilization situation, contributing to their social and 
legal insertion in host countries; fighting discrimination, 
violence, stereotypes and gender roles that women suffer, 
considering the multiple and intertwined forms of 
violence and discrimination; promoting the strengthening 
of abilities and resilience for women’s economic 
independence that allow to prevent and mitigate the risks 
for gender-based violence; and lastly prepare inclusive 
nourishment policies focused on gender and diversity, 
making special emphasis on children and adolescents. At 
the “Con Ellas” alliance they hope that with these seven 
proposals, international organizations and entities, 
volunteers and in general all parties concerned can 
influence generation of changes for such complex reality 
lived by Venezuelan girls, teenagers and women.

“Con Ellas”: Seven proposals for reducing disasters
in complex humanitarian emergencies

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3u1FSCN


