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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

A fiber optics cut and a blackout affected connectivity
in at least four states of the country

Internet connectivity was reduced 
between 35% and 90% in at least four 
states of the country during the early 
morning hours of March 15th due to a 
blackout in the State of Merida, 
according to the report from the 
Internet Observatory Ve Sin Filtro. 

The electric power failure caused 
the connectivity in the Andean state to barely reach 9% in 
comparison to its regular readings. Neighboring states 
such as Barinas (21% connectivity), Trujillo (57%) and 
Tachira (64%) were also affected, while the incident 
reduced connectivity to 86% on a national level. 

According to the Observatory Ve 
Sin Filtro, the state-owned national 
communications company (CANTV) 
reported that there was a fiber optics 
cut due to vandalism that affected 
the states of Barinas, Merida, Tachira, 
and Falcon, which caused the failure 
that lasted over 6 hours. 

“The Fact-Finding Mission: 
Should its mandate be extended?” 
forum concluded with a unanimous 
call so that the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
extends the mandate of the 
Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela 
(FFM). According Calixto Ávila, from 
Provea, the persecution against the 
political opposition in Venezuela is possible thanks to a 
Judiciary Power that, according to the Mission’s report, 
has facilitated the perpetration of human rights violations 
and has contributed to impunity. The Office of the 
Ombudsman has also kept silent and inactive before the 
serious human rights violations occurring in the country. 
For Ávila, the inquiries and reports from this United 
Nations mechanism “has eventually saved lives in the 
country. Renewing its mandate will allow exerting 
pressure on the chains of command and those with the 
highest responsibilities.” 

Ronnie Boquier, from Cofavic, pointed out that the 
Venezuelan situation is still very concerning. The 
ever-growing systematic impunity affects hundreds of 
victims. Only a few cases make it to trial and reach an 
effective conviction. The Venezuelan State’s intention of 
using the civic security mechanisms for social control is 
also evident. On her part, Mercedes De Freitas, from 
Transparencia Venezuela, highlighted that the 
Fact-Finding Mission is performing a real inquiry on the 
human rights violations, crimes against humanity, 
responsibility from justice institutions and the chain of 

command. “Venezuela needs truth 
and justice”. 

Sara Fernández, Cepaz 
Incidences Coordinator, explained 
that the Mission’s work has helped 
to understand the different 
persecution patterns from specific 
State authorities such as the 
National Bolivarian Intelligence 

Service [SEBIN by its Spanish acronym] and the Military 
Counterintelligence General Directorate [DGCIM by its 
Spanish acronym], and even from individuals used by the 
State for suppressing dissidents, such as the Militant 
Groups [Colectivos]. She pointed out that the Mission’s 
existence has sent a clear message to Venezuelan 
authorities that there will be a determination of 
responsibilities on an international level, which has forced 
them to take measures in specific cases. For the Monitor 
de Derechos Humanos [Human Rights Monitor] Director, 
Fernando Fernández, the depth of the inquiries 
performed by the Mission result impossible for 
organizations in the area due to security reasons. 
Furthermore, from the procedural point of view, the 
Mission’s evidence standard has been a contribution not 
only for the International Criminal Court (ICC) preliminary 
exam, but also for initiating the investigation. 

The FFM has saved lives in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/380datv

https://bit.ly/3NrvADD
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Extending the FFM’s mandate is fundamental

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Transparencia Venezuela made a 
petition to the members of the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) for extending the 
mandate of the Independent 
International Fact-Finding Mission on 
Venezuela (FFM) for considering it 
“fundamental” to the country’s 
transformation. The petition was 
made by the organization’s 
Executive Director, Mercedes De Freitas, during her 
intervention in the interactive dialogue that the Council 
held on Friday March 18th in Geneva (Switzerland) due to 
the recent oral update presented by the inquiry group. 

“The Mission is fundamental for Venezuela for knowing 
the historic truth, protecting and making the victims 
clearly visible and recognizing kleptocracy”, affirmed De 
Freitas. In this way, Transparencia Venezuela joined the 
Programa Venezolano de Educación-Acción en Derechos 
Humanos (Provea) [Venezuelan Human Rights 
Education-Action Program], the Comité de Familiares de 

Víctimas del Caracazo [Family 
Members Committee of Victims of 
Caracazo (COFAVIC by its Spanish 
acronym)], Espacio Público and other 
national and international 
organizations that have requested 
that the Mission’s mandate, which 
expires in October, be extended again. 

During its update, the Mission 
denounced that the investigations performed by the 
Prosecutor’s Office on human rights violations “when they 
are performed they have a limited scope and they are 
directed towards low-level perpetrators”; and, thus, it 
announced that its third report will be focused on 
identifying “the chain of command’s highest 
responsibilities”. This new report is programmed to be 
presented this September.

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Four Yanomami indigenous people were murdered
by the Venezuelan military in the south of the State of Amazonas

On March 20th, four Yanomami 
indigenous people from the 
Parima B community were 
murdered and several were 
wounded in the south of the State 
of Amazonas in midst of an 
alleged “confrontation” against 
members the Venezuelan Air 
Force stationed at the air force 
base on the border. This happened when the military 
refused to return wireless internet equipment that had 
been lent by the indigenous community members. 
Facing the anger of the indigenous people, the military 
members suppressed the community with bullets. As if 
that weren’t enough, after one of the victims had died, 
the Yanomami wanted to perform the customary 
funerary ritual without moving the body; however, the 
military didn’t respect the tradition or its environment. 

These aren’t isolated events; quite the contrary, we 
can find precedents from other opportunities wherein 
there’s been a disproportionate use of force against 
indigenous communities in Venezuela. What’s more, the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
issued the cautionary measure MC 181-19 on February 

28th, 2019 before different acts of violence 
and aggressions on behalf of State 
security agents in the Brazilian-Venezuelan 
border. All this inserted within a context in 
which there are activities of extracting 
natural resources and developing 
infrastructure mega-projects exerting 
pressure on the country’s indigenous 
ancestral territories without considering 

their economic and social characteristics, values, 
respect towards their lands, practices and customs.

The Prosecutor General appointed by the National 
Constituent Assembly, Tarek William Saab, issued a 
statement through his Twitter account on March 23rd, 
appointing the 91st National Prosecutor and 4th Human 
Rights Prosecutor to investigate this event. It’s 
necessary that this inquiry is performed with due 
diligence, taking into account the context and 
particularities of the indigenous communities. 
Additionally, public policies should be implemented 
directed towards sensitizing the armed corps in regards 
to the indigenous communities’ world view and 
adopting effective measures before the 
disproportionate use of force implemented in this case.

https://bit.ly/3JQRrST
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Four indigenous people died due to disproportionate use
of weapons by the military

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of March 25th, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,772 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since January 
1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 
presented before military courts. 
Up to this date we have accrued a 
historical number of 3,657 
political prisoners, of which 3,416 
have been released under 
different modalities. As of April 
2014 we recorded 117 political 
prisoners in the country. As of 
March 25th, 2022 the number is 241 people, out of which 
14 are women. Additionally, 9,416 people were or are being 
unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 
cautionary measures. 

The deaths of four Yanomami indigenous people in the 
State of Amazonas at the hands of members of the 
military were registered this week. A teenager was also 
wounded by a firearm and is in a delicate state of health 
at this moment; two indigenous adults were wounded and 

some members of the military 
were also injured. The incident 
happened in Parima, at the 
Venezuelan-Brazilian border due 
to the use of an internet 
connection that had been 
originally authorized by the 
military for the residents in the 
area, but was denied afterwards. 

It’s worth mentioning that 
beyond the reasons for the 

dispute, a clear and disproportionate use of weapons in 
controlling and suppressing the controversy can be 
observed. The first investigations performed beforehand 
here at Foro Penal indicate that the indigenous people 
were unarmed, thus, the military’s response was clearly 
disproportionate. Our team from the Indigenous People’s 
Coordination [Coordinación de Pueblos Indígenas] is in 
contact with the community and visited family members 
of the deceased and wounded in order to provide free 
legal aid regarding the denouncements they wish to file.

The Venezuelan State reneges on its obligations
regarding the human right to nourishment

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The International Federation 
for Human Rights (IFHR) and 
Provea presented the report 
from their joint investigation on 
Tuesday March 15th, 2022. The 
object of the report was to go 
beyond the description of the 
nourishment crisis and try to 
identify its causes. In order to 
do this, they started out with 
International Law and they 
sought to assess the fulfillment 
of the Venezuelan State’s obligations regarding the right 
to nourishment. 

The report analyzes the effect of the international 
sanctions on the nourishment situation and concludes 
that they constitute a violation of the other States’ 
obligations in respecting the access to food currently 
existing in the country. Nevertheless, it highlights how 
economic policies such as price control and food 
distribution (that long predate the sanctions) had a 
strong impact on the national food production. 

The obligation of facilitating the right to nourishment 

is violated due to the lack of structural 
policies for guaranteeing basic public 
services such as drinking water, electric 
power and domestic gas. Without any 
access to them, those who are the most 
impoverished lack the minimum 
conditions for conserving and cooking 
their food. In midst of the Complex 
Humanitarian Crisis, the State has 
hindered humanitarian actions and has 
even criminalized the organizations that 
perform them. This is why the report’s 

calling is to open dialogue channels that allow the 
participation of broad sectors of the country in the 
process of recovering the population’s livelihoods and the 
enjoyment of all their rights.

https://bit.ly/3tLDlwI
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The restructure of the Bolivarian 
National Police [PNB by its Spanish 
initials], the reforms package 
approved by the Parliament [AN by 
its Spanish initials] elected in 2020 
and the renewal process of the 
Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by 
its Spanish initials] underway “open 
new opportunities” for improving 
the human rights situation in 
Venezuela. This was assured by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), Michelle 
Bachelet, while presenting a new oral update on March 
17th on the country before the UN Human Rights Council 
in which, however, she warned that there was still “much 
to be done” so that Venezuelans may enjoy their 
fundamental guarantees and for punishing those who 
have violated them. 

Bachelet made very clear that changes only on paper 
aren’t enough. “These police and judicial reforms must be 
implemented in a meaningful, genuine and effective way 
for approaching the human rights violations from the past 
and preventing them from happening again”, she said. 
Likewise, she denounced before the Council that the 
package of laws approved by the Parliament towards the 
end of 2021 hasn’t meant a substantial improvement in the 
enjoyment of rights, such as due process and a fair trial 
and in freedom. 

Additionally, she denounced 
the attacks on behalf of State 
officials against dissident voices 
are still happening. “My Office has 
documented 93 incidents 
concerning restrictions to civic 
and democratic space in 
Venezuela, including the 
criminalization, threats and 
stigmatization of civil society 

activists, independent communication media and union 
workers”, she stated while expressing her concern 
towards the FundaRedes Director, Javier Tarazona, who is 
in a delicate state of health. The United Nations Officer 
not only reported the threats against dissidents, but also 
the increasing violent environment lived by the border 
and mining towns due to the presence of non-State 
armed groups (Colombian guerilla dissidents) and 
criminal groups. Reports such as that from Bachelet are 
important, since not only do they maintain the 
Venezuelan crisis visible before the international 
community, but they also contradict the official discourse 
of “improvements” that don’t actually exist. 

Bachelet doesn’t see any improvements on the human rights situation
in Venezuela from the judicial and police reforms

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Insofar, the Human Rights 
Enforceability Department of Acción 
Solidaria has helped four people by 
providing legal aid on HIV regarding 
labor, civil and migratory aspects. The 
purpose of this service is to provide 
guidance to people living with this 
health condition and who are 
discriminated everywhere because of 
the existing stigma. One of the most 
common causes is the discrimination 
at the workplace and in migration 
procedures. 

We helped 14 people in 2021, 11 men and 3 women. 
Cases of violence and other issues were also presented 
during this period. In previous years the causes were more 
related to the shortage of antiretrovirals in the country 

that worsened over time. One of 
the observations that stood out 
the most is that most of the 
users are men, this responds to 
the low incidence and approach 
to HIV focused on gender or 
specifically on women’s issues or 
people with vaginas, therefore, 
there isn’t an exact number of 
how the incidence is in both 
identities. 

This service is completely 
free of charge at Acción Solidaria and directed towards 
everyone living with HIV. There are two modalities, virtual 
and physical. You only have to write an email to 
accionlegal@accionsolidaria.info or schedule an 
appointment by calling this number: 02129529554.

Acción Solidaria provides legal aid to people living with HIV

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3qHa6sF



-5-

Bulletin No. 224
From March 21 to 28, 2022


