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Harassment against civil society organizations continues

PROVEA - www.provea.org

On March 17th, 2022 the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR), Michelle Bachelet, 
called upon the Venezuelan 
State, once more, on the 
restrictions to civic space. She 
highlighted the detention of the 
human rights defender, Javier 
Tarazona, and requested the 
release of all people who are 
arbitrarily detained. 

In her oral update on the 
human rights situation in Venezuela she pointed out that 
93 incidents to civic and democratic space have been 
documented, including the criminalization, threats and 

stigmatization of civil society 
activists, independent 
communication media, as well 
as union workers. 

The update ratifies the 
importance of close 
monitoring performed by 
international entities on the 
human rights situation in the 
country, which is the main 
retaining wall before the 
progress of authoritarianism 
and forces authorities to adopt 

measures that translate into some improvements in 
human rights matters. This is why it’s very important to 
strengthen the work of human rights protection entities. 

During the first two months 
of 2022, the Centro de Justicia y 
Paz (Cepaz) recorded at least 71 
acts of persecution and 
criminalization in Venezuela 
exercised as a policy from 
Nicolás Maduro’s government 
through the systematic 
application of patterns seeking 
to silence, repress, intimidate 
and control different sectors of 
the population, especially those 
people who are perceived as 
oppositionists to his 
administration. 

Our organization recorded 55 acts of persecution and 
criminalization against media workers, political leaders 
and the population in general during January 2022. While 
monitoring and analyzing these 55 cases we identified the 
following actions: the closure of one radio program, 5 
arbitrary detentions, 22 acts of harassment or threat, 12 
impediments for recording a news event, which includes 
the seizure or obligation of deleting the recorded material, 
one murder under negligence of the State and 
unpunished, one act of violence, and the arbitrary transfer 
of 13 political prisoners. Out of the total number of 
persecution and criminalization cases occurred in 
January, 28 were against media workers, 24 against 
political actors and 3 against the population. 

At least 16 acts of 
persecution and criminalization 
against media workers, people 
with ties to political activism 
and against civil society 
organizations were 
documented during February. 
While monitoring and analyzing 
these 16 cases we identified 
eight blockings of websites and 
radio stations, three actions 
that prevented a news event 
from being recorded, two 
arbitrary detentions, two acts 

of harassment, and the closure of one radio station. 
February was characterized by a pattern of censorship by 
blocking eight web portals and one radio station; this 
concerns selective blockings against communication 
media that broadcast or denounce irregular situations 
that make those who hold the power uncomfortable, and 
that seek to silence, limit the rights to freedom of speech 
and to the access of information. 

Cepaz recorded 71 acts of persecution and criminalization
during the first two months of 2022

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3qlbzVo
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Collapse of public services worsens consequences
of the Complex Humanitarian Emergency in the State of Bolivar

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The collapse of basic 
services such as drinking water, 
domestic gas and electric power 
worsens the dearth suffered by 
many families in the State of 
Bolivar. The monitoring of the 
context performed by our 
organization recorded that 
neighbors from different 
communities exercised their 
right to denounce these 
violations at least 651 times 
during 2021. 

This number is taken from the 997 claims recorded by 
the organization, which correspond to the deterioration of 
the health situation, problems with road management and 
internet signals, protests for labor rights, and the lack of 
access to other rights, such as nourishment, besides 
public services. They are realities reported by 

communication media and 
they reflect the civic 
dissatisfaction. 

In this way, the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency that 
Venezuela is going through 
entails a progressive decrease 
of citizens’ quality of life. One 
of the hardships that has 
affected people’s survival has 
been the access to drinking 
water. Codehciu reminds us 
that water and sanitation were 

recognized as rights by the UN on July 28th, 2010, in 
Resolution 64/292, highlighting that both are essential for 
the enjoyment of other human rights. Therefore, the 
organization urges every State to provide effective 
resources and a dignified and healthy, clean, accessible 
and affordable water supply for everyone.

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
The situation on the rights of persons with disabilities in Venezuela
is very different to what has been declared by the State

On March 15th, the Committee on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (PwD) issued its assessment 
on the initial report of Venezuela regarding the 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). In virtue of that treaty, 
the States must assure the accessibility of all PwD, 
eliminating any barriers that impede their participation 
in society, emphasizing on education, internet access, 
knowledge, moving about in all places, and their entry, 
stay and exit of buildings. 

During its dialogue with the Committee, the 
Venezuelan government indicated that people with 
disabilities have the right to participate in political life 
and can exercise their right to vote through the 
automatic voting system; they have access to sign 
language through television; they participate in civil 
society through Committees for PwD, the Ministerial 
Office in the matter, and in a Commission in the 
Parliament; they have access to rehabilitation services 
in public health; among others. 

Now then, the reality is far from what has been 
declared by the government. According to the Deaf 
Confederation of Venezuela [Consorven by its Spanish 
acronym], there are high levels of illiteracy and 
difficulties in accessing the educational system for 

PwD, indicating that 10% of deaf people can’t read and 
73% read very little. Likewise, 3 out of every 10 women 
with disabilities aren’t aware of the existence of 
gynecological services. Nevertheless, the Venezuelan 
State has been negligent by not performing periodic 
updates on demographic statistics of PwD, thus, there 
isn’t any information that has been broken down for 
assessing these people’s life conditions and the scope 
of public policies in order to guarantee their specific 
needs. 
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Reports from the OHCHR and the FFM highlight
that the persecution and criminalization policy persists in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of March 18th, 2022 Foro Penal recorded 15,772 
arbitrary arrests in Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before military courts. Up to 
this date we have accrued a historical number of 3,657 
political prisoners, of which 3,416 have been released 
under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of March 18th, 2022 the number is 241 
people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,416 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

The updates of the reports on Venezuela were 
presented this last week from the United Nations Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN-OHCHR) 
and from the United Nations Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission on Venezuela (FFM). Both reports 
highlight that the persecution and criminalization policy 
continues on whoever is identified as an “internal enemy” 
by those who are in power in Venezuela. Likewise, they 

point out that attacks against the free press and against 
civil society keep happening, specifically mentioning the 
cases of the human rights defender, Javier Tarazona, who 
has been arbitrarily detained, and that of Orlando Moreno, 
an activist from Foro Penal whose case has been moved 
to trial because of his constant work defending human 
rights in our country. 

The Prosecutor General increases flexibility of the requirements
for candidates to being lead prosecutor

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

After worsening the labor 
instability of the institution under 
his command for the last four 
years, the Prosecutor General 
appointed by the questionable 
National Constituent Assembly, 
Tarek William Saab, now wants to 
fight the temporary status reigning 
among the prosecutors of his 
Office. In order to accomplish this 
objective, he relaxed some of the 
requisites so that his subordinates 
may attain the position of lead 
prosecutor through 
Prequalification and Competitive Invitation to Tender 
ordered by the National Constitution. 

This was the conclusion reached by Transparencia 
Venezuela upon comparing the “Rules for the VII 
Prequalification and Competitive Invitation to Tender and 
Credentials for entering the prosecutor career”, contained 
in Resolution Nº 367 issued by Tarek William Saab on 
February 22nd and appearing in the Official Gazette Nº 
42.362 dated February 24th, against the rules of his 
predecessor, Luisa Ortega Díaz, issued for the II and III 
processes held in 2013 and 2015, respectively. 

Among the changes 
introduced by Saab include that 
the candidates to lead 
prosecutor –who will enjoy the 
stability of their position and 
cannot be removed without a 
prior procedure- will no longer 
have to participate in education 
courses, only with the mere fact 
of “being in service of the 
Prosecutor’s Office for one year 
or more and not exceeding 15 
years of service in public 
administration” will suffice 

(Article 8). Likewise, the passing grade was also reduced. 
Article 11 of the Resolution sets forth that the candidate 
who obtains 120 out of 200 points (60%) will be 
considered as having passed. While the previous rules 
established a minimum of 75%. 

https://bit.ly/3KYTQeA
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According to some NGOs, there are 
approximately 300,000 people living with 
HIV in Venezuela. Here at Acción Solidaria, 
through our program Todxs Tenemos 
Razones [We All Have Our Reasons], we 
insist that everyone should get tested as a 
form of protecting themselves as well as 
anyone with whom they could have a 
sexual encounter, and even more so after 
having unprotected sex. 

The only way of knowing if someone 
has been infected with HIV is through a 
blood test. The “ELISA” test is the most 

common method used in the country, 
detecting antibodies in the blood. 
However, in Acción Solidaria we have 
third and fourth generation rapid testing 
capable of rendering reliable results in 20 
minutes. 

Whoever wishes to get tested for HIV 
or receive information or counseling from 
our team of specialists may come to our 
main office, located at Avenida Orinoco 
de Bello Monte, in Caracas, between 9:00 
a.m. and 12:00 m., and 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 
p.m.

HIV testing is an act of individual responsibility

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Increase in restrictions to civil and political rights
seeks to silence denouncements

Espacio Público reiterated the 
importance to keep documenting 
the human rights situation in 
Venezuela and the need to 
guarantee access to public 
information at the 49th regular 
session of the UN Human Rights 
Council, as it was expressed by the 
UN-OHCHR in previous reports. 

Marysabel Rodríguez, Coordinator of Espacio 
Público’s Observatory of Freedom of Speech, expressed 
that the access to public information is “a necessary 

condition for the social control of public 
governance in order to overcome the 
Complex Humanitarian Emergency” that the 
country is going through, to which the social 
and economic effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic can be added. 

https://bit.ly/3wjOhDe


