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On February 12th the country heard about William 
Echarry and Ramón Blanco’s detention by police agents 
from La Guaira. Echarry and Blanco, who are 70 and 66 
years old, respectively, are members of the Frente Amplio 
Venezuela Libre organization at the coastal entity. What 
was the “crime”? Protesting against Nicolás Maduro’s 
government and denouncing the precarious situation 
suffered by their fellow retirees due to the miserable 
pensions they receive. 

As if the police apprehension wasn’t enough, two days 
later, the First Court of Control of La Guaira ordered their 
detention as a preventive measure after accepting the 
petition from the Prosecutor’s Office, who accused them 
for instigating hatred and conspiracy. The former is set 
forth in Article 20 of the questioned Anti-Hatred Act 
issued by the fraudulent National Constituent Assembly 
[ANC by its Spanish initials]. 

Nevertheless, less than 72 hours later, the court 
reversed its decision and annulled the measure against 
Echarry and Blanco, ordering their release. Even though 
this latest twist was received with joy, especially by the 
affected and their family members, here at Acceso a la 
Justicia, we consider that it doesn’t make the broadside 
that occurred in this case any better, since the protestors 
shouldn’t’ve remained behind bars for almost one week. 
Article 299 of the Organic Code of Criminal Procedures 
[COPP by its Spanish acronym] clearly states that, unless 
there are well-founded reasons, such as a risk of escaping, 
hindering justice or others, a person who is being 
processed should face his trial in freedom. Furthermore, in 
the case of Echarry there is another rule being violated: 

Article 231 of the COPP stipulates that judges “cannot 
decree the preventive judicial incarceration of people who 
are over seventy years of age”. 

These are very serious due to several reasons. The first 
one is that it puts into evidence that those who disrespect 
the Venezuelan legal framework are precisely the ones 
who should be applying it: The Judiciary Power. In second 
place, it shows that no one is exempt from being subject 
to official repression. Anyone posing a threat to those 
who hold the power or who dares to exercise their rights, 
particularly the ones regarding pacific protest or freedom 
of speech, is at risk of being detained and imprisoned, 
regardless of their age, gender, condition or race. 

The elderly isn’t safe from repression in Venezuela either

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Communication media Vargas Reporta’s
Instagram account was hacked

Vargas Reporta’s informative work was 
affected on March 1st after cyber-criminals 
allegedly hacked its Instagram social media 
account, according to their own report. 

Amy Torres, Press Chief of Vargas Reporta, 
informed Espacio Público that at first they 
focused more on trying to recover the account 
than denouncing the attack. However, a week 
has gone by since the hacking and they’re still 
without their Instagram account.

She explained that they sought experts’ 
opinions in order to be certain of what had 

happened, effectively confirming that it was an 
attack perpetrated by cyber-criminals. 
Meanwhile they recover their account, Vargas 
Reporta keeps publishing reports through its 
Twitter account: @VargasReporta. 

https://bit.ly/34HcckI

https://bit.ly/3I4pKEp
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Citgo’s 6 directors: Releases little by little?

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Gustavo Cárdena’s release was 
reported in the evening of Tuesday 
March 8th, being one of Citgo’s six 
directors who had been detained in 
Caracas since 2017 and who was 
sentenced in April 2021 to 8 years and 10 
months in prison “for committing the 
crimes of collusion between official and 
contractor, and conspiracy to commit a 
crime”, according to the Supreme Court 
of Justice’s press release. 

Cárdenas was released hours after revealing that an 
official U.S. government commission traveled to Caracas 
and met with Nicolás Maduro at Miraflores Palace. The 
conversations’ main topic would be the relief of the oil 
sanctions, according to what was reported by 
international media. A few hours later, a statement from 
the White House announced that Cárdenas was on U.S. 
soil. 

Cárdena’s release leaves in doubt if the other 5 
detainees will have the same luck: if they will obtain their 

freedom within the next few 
days, product of this new 
meeting between U.S. and 
Venezuelan authorities, or if 
they will have to wait for 
negotiations to advance. 
Along with Citgo’s director, 
Jorge Alberto Fernández was 
also released, a 
Cuban-American citizen, 
arrested in February 2021 at 

the State of Tachira, accused of “terrorism” for having a 
drone while he was doing tourism. The way in which 
Citgo’s director’s case has been managed puts into 
evidence, yet again, how the Judiciary Power is subdued 
to the National Executive Power’s guidelines.

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

UNWGAD demands the release of Captain Luis De La Sotta

On February 14th, 2022 the 
United Nations Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention 
(UNWGAD) issued a statement 
regarding seven Venezuelan 
citizens belonging to the 
Venezuelan Armed Forces that 
are being arbitrarily detained. 
Captain Luis De La Sotta is one 
of the detainees, who’s been 
illegitimately incarcerated since 
May 18th, 2018. 

De La Sotta was transferred by force from the State 
of Aragua to Caracas without an arrest warrant and 
without exercising his right to call his family or 
attorneys. The arrest warrant was issued 2 days after his 
apprehension and he was presented before court two 
days after being detained. Later on he was isolated and 
incommunicado for 32 days. From that moment he’s 
been tortured in a windowless basement, with artificial 
lighting day and night, air conditioning without 
extractors, without any access to books, family 
photographs, calls to his relatives or sports activities. 

He was interrogated during 
the first three days, with 
handcuffs, blindfolded, with 
a hood on his head, he was 
smothered with plastic bags, 
beaten, had teargas sprayed 
on him and was kept without 
any food or water or access 
to a bathroom.

Captain De La Sotta’s 
family members or attorneys 

weren’t allowed to attend the presentation hearing; he 
was assigned a public defense attorney and was 
imprisoned without initiating an investigation based on 
the crimes of which he was accused: treason, 
instigating rebellion, conspiracy for committing mutiny 
and crimes against military decorum. He’s been 
“preventively” detained for 3 years and 9 months 
without a trial. The Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights (IAHCR) granted him cautionary 
measures on October 3rd, 2018, demanding his release. 
Defiende Venezuela joins the petition and is working 
towards attaining justice in this case.

https://bit.ly/3t841Y8



Bulletin No. 222
From March 7 to 14, 2022

-3-

Codehciu commemorates women’s month with more education
and prevention of violence and human sex trafficking

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The Comisión para los Derechos 
Humanos y la Ciudadanía 
(Codehciu) commemorated 
women’s month with its work of 
educating in matters of prevention 
of violence against girls, 
adolescents and women. Since the 
beginning of March, NGO activists 
went out to the streets of Ciudad 
Guayana, State of Bolivar for 
distributing didactic material and 
letting people know of the free of 
charge services offering support to 
violence survivors. 

Preventing human sex trafficking has become a 
constant task for the organization due to the increase of 
these cases in communities of the State of Bolivar, before 
the humanitarian crisis that puts women in contexts of 
distress. On Thursday March 3rd, with the valuable work 
of female activists and members of the organization, we 
attended different points in the Municipality of Caroni, 
such as the Ciudad Guayana toll, the Parada de los Pobres 
in San Felix, and the Parima Mountains in Puerto Ordaz; 

and we handed out didactic 
material on risks of women in 
mobility condition and human sex 
trafficking. Additionally, we 
offered preventive 
micro-speeches to women. 

This work continued on March 
8th (International Women’s Day) 
and 9th, this time in alliance with 
the Caroni Patrolmen police force 
of Ciudad Guayana, the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) and 
the United Nations Fund for 

Population Activities (UNFPA), at Via Venezuela Avenue 
and at the stoplight in Unare. Codehciu highlights that 
these activities are necessary for broadcasting 
information on these contexts. On the other hand, they 
remind citizens that preventing violence against women is 
a daily task and that the State must protect everyone’s 
rights. Psychosocial attention and legal aid services in the 
State of Bolivar, facilitated by the organization, are 
completely free of charge, designated to women as well 
as to children and adolescents who are violence survivors. 

Provea: International diplomacy must maintain its efforts
for democracy and human rights in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.provea.org

On March 5th, 2022, information 
that a high level U.S. delegation would 
visit Caracas for a meeting with 
Nicolás Maduro was informed. Leading 
the delegation were Juan Gonzalez, 
National Security Council senior 
director for the Western Hemisphere; 
Roger Carstens, special presidential 
envoy for hostage affairs; and James 
Story, ambassador to Venezuela. The 
mission’s agenda had two main 
objectives: firstly, to count with 
alternative oil suppliers before Russia’s 
possible invasion to Ukraine and, secondly, the release of 
9 U.S. citizens imprisoned in Venezuela. Additionally, the 
authorities added that another goal was resuming 
conversations between Miraflores Palace [seat of the 
Venezuelan Government and Office of the President of 
the Republic] and the opposition in Mexico. 

The visit’s results were seen soon enough. Venezuelan 
authorities changed their rhetoric on the conflict of 
Ukraine and they called for a dialogue between the 

parties. Maduro himself affirmed that 
“we must lead by example” and he 
invited the opposition to retake an 
“inclusive conversation” at the 
Mexican capital city. A few hours later 
the news regarding of Gustavo 
Cárdenas and Jorge Alberto 
Fernández’s release was 
broadcasted, they’re two of Citgo’s 
six former directors that had been 
incarcerated in the country. 

According to David Smilde of the 
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA): “seeking 
Nicolás Maduro’s government’s commitment for resuming 
conversations in Mexico is an important success. 
Obtaining its commitment of advancing would be even 
more important”. We agree with him that trying to get the 
authorities to commit to a road map for negotiations, with 
reference points for humanitarian improvements, 
restoring the Rule of Law, and an electoral calendar, would 
be an important step taken in order to stimulate the return 
to democracy we’ve been fighting for in Venezuela. 
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Regarding March 8th, International 
Women’s Day, groups of activists, civil 
society and women’s organizations 
performed various activities in order to 
demand not only the vindication of 
their human rights, but also the redress 
of the victims’ damages. The one that 
stood out the most was a feminist 
assembly that was held at Parque 
Carabobo Square. 

Each and every woman that wanted 
to have her voice heard had the right to 
do so by asking for the floor. In that 
way, female leaders from different 
organizations and like-minded people 

with the cause spoke about the critical 
situation of women’s human rights in 
Venezuela, they denounced the 
Venezuelan State’s incompetence and 
absence in its duties and 
responsibilities. 

Between cheers and chants the 
demands of this protest were pretty 
clear and focused on the aspects in 
which Venezuelan women suffer the 
greatest impact due to the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency, such as 
public health, working conditions and 
discrimination because of sexual 
identity or orientation.

Living International Women’s Day in Venezuela

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Sin Mordaza documented 471 freedom of speech
violations in its new report

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza published its customary 
Freedom of Speech Annual Report documenting the 
denouncements of freedom of speech violations that 
occurred in Venezuela during the year 2021 from records 
and studies performed by other allied organizations. The 
report has an accompaniment: the self-censorship report 
in Venezuela that, according to investigations from Un 
Mundo Sin Mordaza’s research team, reveals that there is 
a generalized deterioration of freedom of speech in Latin 
America, being Venezuela the country in which this 
setback surpasses other countries’ indexes in 2.5%. 

It also highlights the fact that 93% of Venezuelan 
society considers that freedom of speech can’t be fully 

exercised in the country and 49.1% of the educated 
population affirms that there aren’t any guarantees that 
allow the individual to freely express their opinion on 
public or political issues. 

The report’s numbers show a pattern of persecution 
and criminalization towards the journalistic profession, 
that could only be reverted if the government’s main 
entities decide to act in favor of communication media 
and not in their detriment. 41 incidences were 
documented between arbitrary detentions both of 
journalists as well as individuals that exercise 
broadcasting and free access to information out of which 
20 journalists and 21 civilians were victims. 87 acts of 
threats, harassments or aggressions towards civilians or 
press workers were also recorded, besides persecutions, 
seizure of work equipment and materials, intimidations, 
threats, physical, moral and psychological aggressions, 
among others. The Freedom of Speech Annual Report is 
available online and can be downloaded free of charge for 
consulting or discussing it. 

https://bit.ly/3JbLmQB
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 Within the framework of International Women’s Day, a 
group of women’s, feminist and human rights 
organizations proposed #8AccionesPorLasMujeres for 
guaranteeing human rights and the integral and effective 
protection of Venezuelan girls, adolescents and women 
before the multiple violations of rights they’re facing, 
among which stand out the worsening of gender 
breaches derived from the economic, social, political and 
humanitarian crisis that the country is going through; the 
increase in the number of femicides; the increase of 
human sex trafficking –second cause of disappearances 
of girls, adolescents and women in Venezuela-; the lack of 
access to justice for women who have suffered a situation 
of violence; the ever-growing violence towards women 
with disabilities belonging to indigenous populations and 
the LGBTQI+ community; the increase of the barriers 
associated to the charges of caregivers and to menstrual 
poverty, and a growing violation of women’s sexual rights 
and reproductive rights that has an effect on unwanted 
pregnancies, high-risk pregnancies in adolescents, unsafe 
abortions, and a loss of physical autonomy for women. 

Before this critical situation, donors, UN agencies and 
international humanitarian organizations are urged to: 
guaranteeing that 100% of the humanitarian response and 
development programs count with a participative 
approach and focused on the surviving person in which 

girls, adolescents and women play leading roles of their 
process in order to escape situations of violence, as well 
as their integral development (economic, psychological, 
social and of political participation), that of their families 
and communities, in order have access to financial means 
and promote economic independence and autonomy. 
Assuring that there is an adequate transversality of 
gender approach in the humanitarian response; that every 
action is directed towards reducing the breach and that 
gender or sexist stereotypes aren’t reinforced. 
Demanding that every action or program counts with a 
cultural and multi-ethnical diversity intersectional 
approach for not generating intra-gender breaches and 
guaranteeing a real and effective response to women’s 
groups marked by different vulnerabilities. 

Also urging the Venezuelan State to update, produce 
and publish statistics that allow the formulation of public 
policies for eradicating violence, and that promote the 
development of recollection programs and systems, the 
systematization and analysis of data from different 
realities and problematics affecting girls, adolescents and 
women. Additionally, urging it to guarantee the creation 
of a democratic participation mechanism of civil society’s 
women’s organizations in the National Commission for 
the Compliance of Women’s Right to a Violence-Free Life; 
strengthening civil servants’ abilities and tools as well as 
those of all institutions comprising the Justice 
Administration System Specialized in Crimes of Violence 
against Women and allowing to monitor and control the 
protection and security measures decreed by the 
competent authorities, thus guaranteeing the victims’ 
integral redress. 

Women’s, feminist and human rights organizations
proposed #8AccionesPorLasMujeres

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3i0xMDT


