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Three months after denouncing 
that the Venezuelan electoral system 
is plagued with “structural 
deficiencies” that call into question 
the reliability and transparency of 
any electoral process, the Electoral 
Observation Mission of the European 
Union (EOM-EU) that witnessed the 
“mega-elections” on November 21st, 
2021, offered the authorities the recipe for reverting this 
situation and recovering the voters’ trust. “Reinforcing the 
separation of powers”. This is the main recommendation 
that figures in the final report presented on February 22nd 
in Brussels (Belgium) by the group that followed the 
election process of 23 state governors, 335 mayors, 
dozens of regional representatives, and thousands of 
councilpersons. Nicolás Maduro’s government ignored the 
observers’ petitions in allowing them to present their 
report in Caracas, as it was previously agreed. 

The entity didn’t limit itself to dropping statements, 
but rather suggested concrete actions. Thus, among the 
twenty-three proposals that figure in the report, 
authorities are urged to take measures for assuring the 
independence of the Supreme Court of Justice. The 
EOM-EU considers that it’s necessary to limit the 
attributions of the country’s highest court and of the 
Office of the Comptroller General of the Republic in order 
to avoid the invasion of the National Electoral Council’s 
competences. Likewise, it highlighted that the 
pro-government political forces not only resorted to the 
State’s resources and funds for improving their 
possibilities in the elections, they also sought limiting their 

adversaries’ possibilities in 
broadcasting their ideas through 
communication media. In that sense, 
the EU observers denounced 
“self-censorship in 21 states, and the 
change in the editorial line of some 
communication media as a result of 
political repressions in 13 states”. The 
EOM-EU considered necessary 

repealing the questioned Anti-Hatred Constitutional Act, 
for the 2017 Peaceful Coexistence and Tolerance Act, due 
to the fact that it “supposes a serious threat to online 
freedom of speech and it has an intimidating effect on 
internet conversations”, in fact, “the EU observers 
deployed throughout all Venezuela informed that many 
representatives, mainly journalists and candidates, didn’t 
feel free to express themselves online”. 

The EU mission’s report makes a diagnosis on the 
failures of the Venezuelan electoral system, which isn’t 
new but, quite the opposite, highly known by the voters, 
who have decided to respond to these failures by a 
massive abstention. However, coming from such a highly 
credible entity and being so concrete, it’s fundamental for 
having a clear road map towards democracy.

The EOM-EU recommends limiting the Supreme Court and
Comptroller’s Office and strengthening the Electoral Council
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Conatel closed Triunfo 99.3 FM radio station in the State of Portuguesa

The National 
Telecommunications Commission 
of Venezuela [CONATEL by its 
Spanish acronym] closed the 
Triunfo 99.3 FM radio station on 
February 25th, 2022, that 
operated under the management 
of the current oppositionist 
mayor of the Municipality of 
Ospino, Carlos Barrios, in the State of Portuguesa. 

The agents started the procedure at 8:00 a.m. and 
finished at 6:00 p.m.; they took all the radio station’s 
equipment. 

Triunfo 99.3 FM had been on air since 
2010, when it was purchased by the then 
mayor, Jeremias Colmenares, afterwards it 
kept operating under the management of 
Carlos Molina, and now by the recently 
elected mayor, Carlos Barrios. “I was giving 
it continuity, but now Conatel arrived and 
closed the radio station”, he said to the 
NGO Fundehullan on Instagram.

https://bit.ly/35RwiZw

https://bit.ly/3vDMoB2
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30 out of the 32 Magistrates of the Supreme Court of Justice
want to be reelected

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

“The Supreme Court of Justice Magistrates will be 
elected of a sole period of twelve years”. Even though 
Article 264 of the National Constitution establishes this, 
30 out of the 32 Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish initials] Magistrates holding that position have 
been nominated for reelection and if they achieve their 
goal, at least one of them could be 28 years in their 
position at the country’s highest court. 

There’s a Magistrate aspiring for reelection and with 
this being 28 years in her position at the TSJ. Who is this? 
Carmen Zuleta de Merchán, current member of the 

Constitutional Chamber, and who in the beginning of the 
century arrived to the TSJ as an alternate member. In 
2005, she managed to obtain one of the seven chairs of 
the Chamber in charge of interpreting the Venezuelan 
Magna Carta, after Magistrate Iván Rincón Urdaneta’s 
retirement. In 2010 the Parliament entrusted it to her in a 
definitive manner.

Zuleta Merchán has taken advantage of the breach 
opened by the Parliament dominated by 
government-biased parties, and has been nominated for 
reelection as Magistrate. In the reform to the Supreme 
Court of Justice Organic Act [LOTSJ by its Spanish 
acronym] that activated the country’s highest court’s 
current renovation process, the sixth since the year 2000, 
a provision was included (Second Transitory) that allows 
the current members of the Judiciary Power’s highest 
court to nominate themselves again, provided that they 
haven’t fulfilled their term. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Venezuela without voting rights at the UN:
Lack of interest in the system

On March 2nd, 2022, within the 
framework of the Ukrainian crisis 
due to Russia’s invasion, the United 
Nations General Assembly 
approved Resolution A/ES-11/L.1 in 
order to reaffirm its commitment 
with Ukraine’s sovereignty, 
condemn Russia’s territorial 
invasion and demand the 
immediate cease of the use of 
force against Ukraine. Venezuela 
joined the list of twelve countries 
that didn’t participate in the voting of said resolution, 
which is especially serious, taking into account that 
Nicolás Maduro has expressed his support to the 
actions adopted by Russia. 

Venezuela lost its voting right in the United Nations 
(UN) due to an excessive debt with the organization, 
since it’s on the debtors list since 2016, when its debt 
was 3 million dollars. Since then, the country has 
accrued debts that impede its voting rights at the 

international organization in light 
of Article 19 of the United Nations 
Charter, which sets forth that 
countries may not vote when the 
pending sum “is equal or higher 
than the total of the indebted 
instalments of the two complete 
previous years”. 

This is the fifth time that the 
country has lost its voting rights 
at the organization. Venezuela is 

currently on the debtors list along with 10 other 
countries, and its debt is almost 40 million dollars in the 
payment of its mandatory instalments. Nevertheless, 
neither Nicolás Maduro’s ambassador before the United 
Nations nor the Venezuelan Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
have reacted before this fact. This puts in evidence the 
Venezuelan government’s lack of interest in 
participating in the universal system due to the 
reiterated breach of its obligations within the UN’s 
framework. 

https://bit.ly/3HK0W4o
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Women’s Day: 13 Venezuelan women are imprisoned
for political reasons or of conscience

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of March 4th, 2022 Foro Penal recorded 15,770 
arbitrary arrests in Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before military courts. Up to 
this date we have accrued a historical number of 3,655 
political prisoners, of which 3,414 have been released 
under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of March 4th, 2022 the number is 241 
people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,414 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

International Women’s Day is celebrated on March 8th. 
Within the framework of such celebration, Foro Penal 
reminds us that we have 13 female political prisoners in 
Venezuela today, all of them arbitrarily detained without 
having committed any crime whatsoever. Since 2014, 92 
women have been arbitrarily detained by Venezuelan 
State security forces, 6 of them reported to having been 

victims of torture or cruel, inhuman or demeaning 
treatments. Since 2002, 27 women have been killed in 
Venezuela in peaceful protests or for political reasons. 
During this month we renew our commitment for justice 
towards them.

Venezuela: A forgotten emergency?
Challenges for the human rights movement

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The world diplomatic 
situation has changed 
drastically after Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. As in every armed 
conflict, it has strong 
repercussions for the Ukrainian 
civil population, already shaping 
itself into a new crisis for 
refugees and the displaced. The 
Russian population will also 
suffer the strong sanctions that 
have been implemented as a 
pressure measure trying to stop 
hostilities. In this new political 
context, in which the upscaling 
of the war could lead to a nuclear threat, other world 
emergencies and conflicts will fade into the background. 

The standstill of the political conflict in Venezuela is 
palpable not only by our country’s absence in the main 
international news, but also by the absence of concrete 
policies of the international community for promoting a 
peaceful and democratic solution. One of the recent 
initiatives was the Electoral Observation Mission of the 
European Union (EOM-EU) in the past regional elections. 
Even though its presence was a milestone, after the 
absence of international observers for a long period of 

time, the visa ultimately 
wasn’t renewed for the 
Mission’s members, 
therefore, they weren’t 
there at the State of 
Barinas’ repeat elections 
nor could they present their 
final report from Caracas. 

The Electoral 
Observation Mission’s 
observations are consistent 
with the human rights 
international protection 
system’s reports: reinforcing 

the public powers’ independence and, especially, the 
Judiciary Power’s autonomy, repealing the Anti-Hatred 
Act, guaranteeing plurality in communication media. This 
report reaffirms once more the violation of Venezuelans’ 
rights but, just as it was expressed by the United Nations 
Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on 
Venezuela (FFM) in a forum on March 1st, the great risk is 
that Venezuela becomes a forgotten emergency before 
other newer, more urgent international problems. This is 
the activists’ challenge: How to have an impact on the 
situation? How to avoid the conflict’s standstill and 
oblivion? 
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On Saturday February 19th, part 
of Acción Solidaria’s team started 
with a project called “Young People 
for their Right to Decide” [“Jóvenes 
por su derecho a decidir”], 
educating adolescents between 12 
and 18 years of age in integral sex 
education. The workshops will be 
carried out in the communities of 
Petare, El Valle, Lidice, Caucagüita, 
and Catia, in Caracas, and in 
Bicentenario and Pariapan, in the 
State of Guarico. The purpose is to 
talk, without taboos or prejudices, on 
sexual and reproductive health, sexual diversity, menstrual 
health, STDs, and sexual and reproductive rights for 
guiding the participants towards making decisions based 
on their well-being and with all the responsibility it entails. 

During the first experience, many people were 
interested in sexual diversity (gender identity and 

expression and sexual orientation) 
as one of the base topics. 
Additionally, the team was able to 
identify that the group of 
adolescents was very open to 
talking about gender-based 
violence, new masculinities, 
feminine pleasure, and the 
deconstruction of stereotypes. 
Along with the education, internal 
and external preservatives were 
donated, as well as menstrual cups. 
In alliance with the Váyalo 
Foundation and with the financing 

of Venezuela Sin Límites, the project seeks reaching 160 
young people in its first stage. 

Here at Acción Solidaria, we hope to keep contributing 
with young people’s education in order to get them to 
participate in our society as to responsibility and 
knowledge. 

Young people for their right to decide:
a bet for integral sex education

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

The ICC Prosecutor’s Office received new cases remitted by
the Crimes Against Humanity Documentation Network of Venezuela

In its task of seeking new testimonies from victims of 
serious human rights violations in Venezuela, the Crimes 
Against Humanity Documentation Network of Venezuela 
[Red-CLH by its Spanish initials] managed to build the 
first 14 dockets of cases that reach the crimes against 
humanity threshold and that were remitted to the 
International Criminal Court Prosecutor’s Office. 

In 2021, the Red-CLH, comprised of the Crimes 
Against Humanity Observatory organizations, Defiende 
Venezuela and Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, initiated a 
campaign for collecting new testimonies of victims that 
extended to Venezuelans that were forced to emigrate to 
various Latin American countries, Spain and the United 

States –who are the ones that receive the majority of 
countrymen escaping from the Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency, the generalized crisis and repression–. For the 
documentation and systematization process of the cases, 
victims were identified and interviewed in order to 
guarantee the most reliable and thorough possible 
information, and each case was investigated through 
rigorous protocols for identifying those who constitute 
crimes against humanity and from there the records were 
drafted collecting the information that was remitted to 
the ICC Prosecutor’s Office in February. 

The documentation of these cases confirm the 
existence of patterns of crimes against humanity 
identified by the International Criminal Court Prosecutor’s 
Office and it evidences the lack of investigation and 
sanction of those who are mainly responsible. In the next 
few days, the Crimes Against Humanity Documentation 
Network of Venezuela will remit other cases that along 
with the first 14, total 47 cases. This is regarding cases that 
have gone through a thorough investigation process and 
evidence verification. They will also be remitted to the 
Panel of Experts of the Organization of American States 
(OAS), an organization that started the efforts in the 
international scope years ago in order to attain justice in 
Venezuela.
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From January 1st to 31st, 2022, 
there were 20 perpetrated 
femicides and 6 attempted 
femicides in Venezuela. In average, 
there was a femicide action every 
28 hours. The Femicide Digital 
Observatory of the Centro de 
Justicia y Paz (Cepaz) recorded 
that seven children were orphaned 
in the same period. 20% of the 
femicides occurred in the State of 
Miranda. Another 20% in the State of Zulia, and 10% in the 
Capital District, 10% in the State of Lara, 10% in the State 
of Merida, and 10% in the State of Sucre. There were 5 
violent deaths of Venezuelan women abroad during the 
same period of time. In average, there was a femicide 
action against a Venezuelan woman every 6 days abroad. 
80% of the cases occurred in Colombia. 

Regarding the characterization of the victims, 10% of 
the women were under 18 years of age; 55% were 
between the ages of 19 and 36. While in 15% of the cases 
there were victims recorded between the ages of 55 and 
66 years. The victim was pregnant in 5% of the cases. The 
data provided in the digital communication media reflect 
that in 10% of the cases the aggressors were police 
officers. While in 8.8% of the cases it’s mentioned that the 

aggressor had ties with criminal 
organizations. 

Regarding the action 
directed towards causing the 
victim’s violent death, we have 
that in 40% of the cases the 
victims were shot; 35% were 
stabbed; and 10% strangled. It 
was established that in 10% of 
the cases it was regarding 

femicides in the context of organized crime; 30% of 
intimate femicides; and 10% perpetrated by State police 
officers. The presence of a firearm in situations of intimate 
violence increases the possibility of the fatal victimization, 
even though in Venezuela there aren’t any investigations 
regarding firearms and their ties to femicides. 

There were 20 femicides in Venezuela and 5 violent deaths
of Venezuelan women abroad in January

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3CeN8h8


