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Venezuelan migrant child’s murder in boat towards
Trinidad & Tobago is the serious crisis’s abominable face 

Bloque Constitucional

In waters of the Caribbean Sea, a 
mother fleeing from Venezuela on a 
boat transporting migrants lived the 
horror of holding her child in her arms 
who was murdered by the Trinidad & 
Tobago Coast Guard. It was a baby 
that was shot in the head and died 
instantly, while the mother was 
injured. 

This is one more of the many 
atrocious crimes committed by the Trinidadian authorities 
against Venezuelans that desperately flee seeking a 
better level of life that allows them to at least feed 
themselves. It’s evident that this country’s authorities 
mock the human rights international code of laws and the 
considerations of a humanitarian character on due 
process and procedural guarantees even more every day. 

Beyond the regret for what had happened on behalf of 
organizations such as the UNHCR, IOM, UNICEF and 

others that condemn events of this 
nature, Venezuelan authorities are 
unscathed before these events as if 
what is happening doesn’t concern 
them, regarding instead people 
seeking security, protection and a 
way of life that allow them to 
support and maintain themselves 
and their children in safe 
environments where they can 
develop with the dignity that every 

person deserves. On the contrary, they pay no attention 
to the reasons that have caused this Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency that weighs on the back of the 
most unprotected sectors, those who can’t even afford to 
buy a ticket to leave the country, and set out on journeys 
that attempt against the most fundamental human rights: 
life and physical integrity, whose protection is the State’s 
obligation, but it reneges on them repeatedly while the 
number of 6 million Venezuelan migrants increases every 
day. 
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Sin Mordaza and Amnesty International give awards
for singing in defense of human rights

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, in alliance 
with Amnesty International, launched 
the “Canta Sin Mordaza” [“Sing without 
a Gag”] contest, an opportunity for 
musicians or music lovers to freely 
express themselves through a song 
cover “Sin Mordaza”. The object of this 
contest is to promote the song “Sin 
Mordaza” as an anthem of human 
rights defenders, besides offering a 
space where musicians and singers 
raise awareness regarding the defense 
of human rights through protest music, 
transmitting the importance of living in “Un Mundo Sin 
Mordaza” [“A World without a Gag”]. This contest seeks 
that everyone can promote their fight, freely express 
themselves and denounce injustices through music.

The song “Sin Mordaza” was launched on February 
4th, 2022, whose author and interpreter is the 
singer-songwriter Domingo Ondiz, a musician from 
Maracaibo that, due to the Venezuelan crisis, emigrated to 
Spain, and from there he’s still fighting for freedom. 
Furthermore, he participated in The Voice Spain, exalting 
Venezuela, showcasing his talent and chasing his dreams. 

Participants of the “Canta Sin 
Mordaza” contest only have to record 
a cover of the song’s chorus and 
second verse, and publish it on 
Instagram or TikTok, using the 
hashtag #CantaSinMordaza. The song 
can keep the original lyrics or be 
modified according to the fight or 
what motivates each artist to raise 
their voice. Each contestant will be 
participating for two prizes. The first 
place, winner of the Sin Mordaza 
award, will receive 500 dollars, and 

the second place, winner of the “Mejor Versión Defiende 
tus Derechos” [“Best Version of Defend your Rights”] 
award, will receive 100 dollars. Both will receive an 
acknowledgement of Un Mundo Sin Mordaza and 
Amnesty International for participating in the contest. 

https://bit.ly/34CBy35
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2021 will be recorded in history books, especially in 
those regarding International Human Rights Law and 
International Criminal Law, because that was when the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor’s Office 
decided to open an investigation in order to clarify the 
truth on the alleged crimes against humanity that have 
been occurring in Venezuela since at least 2014. A 
decision that not only means hope for the victims of said 
human rights violations, but it seems to corroborate that 
the authority based in The Hague (The Netherlands) 
considers that the national justice is incapable or unwilling 
to investigate those events. 

This referred to in the 2021 yearly report from Acceso 
a la Justicia titled: “La CPI decreta el fin de la simulación 
de justicia en Venezuela” [“The ICC Finally Decreed the 
End of Justice Simulation in Venezuela”], in which it 
denounces that the government, the Prosecutor General’s 
Office, the Parliament, and the Supreme Court of Justice 
orchestrated in order to demonstrate that they were 
taking measures to punish human rights violations cases. 
Nevertheless, the strategy didn’t pay off as it was 
expected. Thus, on November 3rd, 2021, the ICC 
Prosecutor, Karim Khan, concluded that “Opening an 
investigation in order to establish the truth according to 
the Rome Statute is appropriate”. 

Prosecutor Khan’s decision isn’t only a harsh setback 
for Nicolás Maduro’s government, but it’s also a light at 
the end of the tunnel for human rights violations victims 
and their families who can have hope that their cases 
don’t go unpunished. The fact that international justice 
decides to focus on the Venezuelan crisis seems to 
confirm that justice always prevails.

2021, the year in which international justice focused
on the Venezuelan situation

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

Acción Solidaria, along with 
other non-governmental 
organizations, participate in a digital 
communicational campaign that 
seeks dealing with the Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency that 
Venezuela suffers. The intention is 
making clear the work that these 
NGOs do every day through 
different social networks and digital 
platforms, providing answers and 
attention to the most vulnerable 
people in said context. 

At only a few weeks from beginning this work, 
different public personalities and figures, such as the 
former Miss Venezuela Veruska Ramírez, the Youtuber 
Daniel Vencid, the comedian Ricardo Del Búfalo, among 
others, showed their support and acknowledged the 
efforts and work in favor of mitigating or aiding the 
situation of many victims’ vulnerability conditions, 

especially those groups suffering a 
differentiated impact, such as 
women, boys, girls, adolescents, 
people with disabilities, the 
LGBTQI+ community, and people 
with chronic health conditions. 

The Project invites 
organizations that want to form 
part of the initiative to propose 
themselves at the section of 
Súmate. Photographic and video 
material is also available for those 

who wish to revise and share it.

This is how we help: a coalition of organizations
before the Complex Humanitarian Emergency

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3HLonuR

https://asiayudamos.com
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Calculated repression: stigmatizations and arbitrary detentions
for political reasons in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of February 11th, 
2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,770 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela 
since January 1st, 2014. 
875 civilians have been 
presented before 
military courts. Up to this 
date we have accrued a 
historical number of 
3,650 political prisoners, 
of which 3,411 have been 
released under different 
modalities. 

As of April 2014 we 
recorded 117 political 
prisoners in the country. 
As of February 11th, 2022 the number is 239 people, out of 
which 13 are women. Additionally, 9,418 people were or 
are being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 
cautionary measures. 

On Thursday February 10th, the joint report between 
the organizations Amnesty International, Foro Penal and 
the Centro para los Defensores y la Justicia named 
Represión Calculada [Calculated Repression], analyzing 
and demonstrating the link between the finger-pointing, 
threats and intimidations that are issued through official 
media in Venezuela and the arbitrary detentions whose 
reasons are presented afterwards. A close relation of 
“cause/consequence” using rigorous scientific, academic 
and statistical criteria was proved between arbitrary 
stigmatization and criminalization promoted in official 
media and the systematic political persecution that has 
been happening in Venezuela for many years. The report 
is available at Foro Penal’s website in both English and 
Spanish. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Xenophobia and excessive use of force: Trinidad and Tobago
Coast Guard killed a Venezuelan baby

On February 5th, 2022, a Trinidad & Tobago Coast 
Guard boat intercepted a ship with Venezuelans 
onboard while navigating into that country’s territorial 
waters and fired against it, killing a 9-month old 
Venezuelan baby and injuring his mother. 

The Trinidadian authorities alleged that the Coast 
Guard fired in “self-defense”, and that it had not seen 
that there were any people on the ship. However, this 
concerns an excessive and disproportionate use of 
force on behalf of the Trinidad & Tobago State, since 
this act wasn’t exceptional nor did it respond to a 
previously devised plan of action, since the Trinidadian 
authorities should’ve exhausted all other means of 
control, or in any case abide to the principles of legality, 
legitimate purpose, absolute necessity and 
proportionality. 

Here at the NGO Defiende Venezuela, we condemn 
the excessive use of force on behalf of the Trinidad & 
Tobago Coast Guard, highlighting that this isn’t an 
isolated case, but it’s rather defined in the context of 
that government’s xenophobic policy in detriment of 
Venezuelan migrants, characterized by arrests and 

detentions, deportations, and/or expulsions, among 
other taunts that result in human rights violations. In 
January 2022 there were approximately 28,500 
Venezuelan migrants and refugees in Trinidad & Tobago 
and, consequently, this State has the possibility of 
preventing these types of acts, establishing policies for 
attending the migratory crisis of those who arrive to 
that country fleeing from a Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency.

https://bit.ly/3BepoJG
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The term for Venezuelan authorities 
to demonstrate that they’re 
performing valid internal procedures 
on crimes against humanity occurring 
in the country expired on January 16th. 
However, the State didn’t send the 
necessary information before the 
deadline. This is why the International 
Criminal Court Prosecutor, Karim Khan, 
decided to grant a 3-month extension, 
until April 16th, 2022, so that the 
information requested is sent. This 
extension must be approved by the 
Pre-Trial Chamber. The Prosecutor considered that the 
extension was appropriate due to several circumstances: 
the supply of additional information, the failed attempts 
of the Prosecutor’s Office to meet in person with 
Venezuelan authorities in order to discuss relevant 
procedural issues, the ICC’s recess, as well as the current 
challenges caused by the worldwide pandemic. 

Should it be approved, the State will have until that 
date to request that the Prosecutor applies Article 18 of 

the Rome Statute and proving the 
validity of the judicial procedures 
carried out in Venezuela on the 
cases that would be investigated 
by the ICC, including that the 
chains of command are being 
investigated. If the validity of said 
procedures isn’t proved, the 
Prosecutor will continue with his 
investigation. 

If the Chamber approves the 
granting of this extension and the 

procedure of Article 18(2) is applied, the Prosecutor will 
recuse himself of his competence in favor of the State, 
only in regards to the people that are being investigated 
by the national authorities, and will continue assessing the 
progress of said national processes. The ICC Prosecutor’s 
extension will be performed according to the principle of 
complementarity that is transverse to the entire 
investigation, and according to which the ICC can act only 
when the State can’t or isn’t willing to judge those who 
are responsible for the crimes of the Rome Statute.

What’s happened with the ICC investigation on Venezuela?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org


