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https://bit.ly/35BxArI
The serious human rights crisis in Venezuela is highlighted
in the Universal Periodic Review

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 
was performed on the Venezuelan State on Tuesday 
January 24th, 2022. This is a United Nations Human 
Rights Council mechanism through which Member States’ 
policies and institutions are monitored. Countries are 
assessed every five years and specific recommendations 
are issued by the UPR for improving the human rights 
situation. Civil society organizations sent 174 reports 
documenting multiple aspects of the human rights crisis 
in the country for assessing the Venezuela situation. 

The confrontational attitude that has characterized 
the Venezuelan government’s foreign policy during the 
last 20 years was very present in this important space. 
Vice President Delcy Rodríguez’s intervention 
emphasized on the unilateral coercive measures’ effect on 
the country’s situation and she affirmed that the 
humanitarian crisis is a cunning creation for intervening 
Venezuela. Nevertheless, the international community 
doesn’t give any credibility to these arguments, since 116 
countries submitted over 300 observations to Venezuela. 

Most of the observations were focused on civil and 
political rights issues, especially the justice system’s 
autonomy, the protection of the human rights defenders 
and fully cooperating with the United Nations Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights (UN-OHCHR) 
and other mechanisms of the international protection 
system. The belligerent speech and the excuse of the 
punishments didn’t suffice for hiding Venezuela’s terrible 
performance. The international community and civil 
society organizations will be watchful of the 
recommendations that the Venezuelan State will accept, 
as well as their compliance. 

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Upholding freedom of speech is emphasized in the
Universal Periodic Review recommendations to Venezuela

Upholding freedom of speech, press and association, 
as well as the need for guaranteeing a safe work 
environment for journalists, were part of the 
recommendation from more than a score of United 
Nations (UN) Member Countries during the third cycle of 
the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) performed on 
Venezuela at the organization’s headquarters. 

The UPR is a special assessment in human rights 
matters performed by countries that comprise the UN in a 
cooperative manner before their peers every four and a 
half or five years, as an order from the Human Rights 
Council so that the States yield results in human rights 
matters and receive assistance and guidance in order to 
improve. 

The last time Venezuela was assessed in the UPR was 
in November 2016, when it received a total of 274 
recommendations from the 193 Member States, 40 of 
which were regarding civil liberties. Nevertheless, the 
Venezuelan State hasn’t applied more than 80% of the 
recommendations given at that time, since it only 
accepted 23 and it committed to take specific measures. 

The report approved by the UPR Working Group, which 
includes official recommendations collected by the panel, 
is expected to be published between January 28th and 
29th, and the Venezuelan delegation shall decide which 
ones it will accept and which ones it won’t.
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Venezuela is perceived as one
of the four most corrupt countries in the world

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Venezuela has registered a continued decrease in the 
Corruption Perception Index (CPI), measured by 
Transparencia Internacional since 2017. The country barely 
obtained 14 points out of a scale of 100, wherein 0 is the 
worst performance or the highest corruption perception 
in the 2021 assessment. Only three other countries had a 
lower qualification than Venezuela: Somalia (13), Syria 
(13), and South Sudan (11). 

The 2021 Corruption Perception Index, that classifies 
180 countries and territories, indicates that the corruption 
levels worldwide are at a standstill, with little or no 
progress in 86% of the countries assessed during the last 
ten years. It points out that despite that in the American 
Continent there’s a broad legislation and a commitment 
to fight this evil, corruption in the region keeps 
undermining democracy and human rights. 

Transparencia Internacional also identified that 
countries that violate civil liberties consistently obtain 
lower points on the CPI. Deference in fighting corruption 
gives way to more serious human rights violations and 
undermines democracy; thus, triggering a downward 

spiral. As rights and liberties abrade and democracy 
weakens, authoritarianism advances, contributing even 
more to the increase of corruption. 

Civil Society sectors will walk 
to the Supreme Court of Justice 
on January 31st to demand equal 
marriage in the country. This 
initiative was posed by the 
organization Venezuela 
Igualitaria after filing two 
appeals before this judicial body. 
The first one due to the 
legislative omission committed 
by the Parliament in 2015, after a 
bill regarding equal civil 
marriage through popular 
initiative was drafted on January 31st of that year. 
Signatures were collected with the participation of over 
20 organizations throughout the entire country, including 
political parties, independent activists and other 
associations and movements. By filing these signatures, 
the petition was ignored and in later years the 
organization Venezuela Igualitaria filed a new appeal in 
which a decision is expected. The second appeal is the 
claim for the unconstitutionality of Article 44 of the 
Venezuelan Civil Code, which was filed on January 29th, 
2015. This Code is the only legal or judicial instrument 

blocking equal marriage, 
besides being used as an 
argument for refusing to 
discuss the bill. 

Ever since the claim was 
filed before the Supreme 
Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish initials], the 
organization Venezuela 
Igualitaria heads each year 
to the country’s highest 
court waiting for a 

response. This year, other motivated organizations and 
activists will participate in the turnout. Fundación Reflejos 
de Venezuela, País Narrado, Tu País Plural, Somos, 
Proyecto Diversxs from Amnesty International, Uquira, 
Hombres por la Igualdad y la Equidad, feminist groups 
and over 20 organizations fighting for human rights and 
in the context of violence against women and other 
diversities. Civic participation is important, thus, the 
calling is for everyone to come together and become 
supporters of the fight for non-discrimination and for 
human rights. 

A pending and impending debt:
equal civil marriage in Venezuela

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3s1LY3R
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The National Electoral Council denies political rights

Bloque Constitucional

The National Electoral Council stated the 
approval of three petitions on January 17th of this 
year, in order to initiate Nicolás Maduro’s Recall 
Referendum. It all seemed to be going smoothly 
until this authority determined in a very expedited 
manner 12 hours on January 26th for collecting 
millions of signatures required for activating it. 

The authority’s decision turned out to be impossible to 
execute as it would have to process five voters per minute in 
those 12 hours on machines throughout the entire country, 
with no margin for error and without any time to notify the 
citizens, as per information from the petitioners. 

Yet again the electoral entity 
denies Venezuelans’ constitutional 
path, thus, hindering citizens from 
enjoying their constitutional rights 
by violating their political rights of 
freely participating in public affairs, 
as set forth in Article 62 of the 

Constitution and according to the content of the entire 
fourth chapter of political rights and of the popular 
referendum, that have also been acknowledged in the 
Inter-American sphere, according to what is established in 
Article 23 of the American Convention. What’s so 
worrisome about citizens freely expressing themselves?

The right to associate for legal 
purposes, set forth in Article 52 of the 
1999 Constitution is currently very 
fragile in Venezuela regarding the 
Attorneys’ Bar Associations. Why? The 
neutralization and intervention policy of 
the organization of these entities on 
behalf of the National Electoral Council 
[CNE by its Spanish initials] and of the 
Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish initials] during 
the last two decades. The denouncement was drafted by 
Acceso a la Justicia in its report “La toma del poder en los 
colegios de abogados en Venezuela (2000-2020)” [“The 
Accession to Power in Attorneys’ Bar Associations in 
Venezuela (2000-2020)”]. This report reminds us that when 
the 1999 Constitution was merely coming into force on 
December 30th of that year, the CNE issued its Resolution 
Nº 000204-25, rendering all the elections held by any civil 
association (not only the Attorneys’ Bar Associations) after 
the aforementioned date as null and void, as well as the 
elections that were being held at that time, arguing that said 
processes hadn’t been organized by the electoral authority.

In the rules regulating electoral processes of guilds and 
professional associations, the CNE reserved certain tasks 
for itself, such as registering in its records guilds or 
professional associations interested in holding elections, as 
well as authorizing the summoning to elections requested 
by the Electoral Commission, previously verifying the 
legality of said commission’s member’s appointments, 
according to the rules of each guild or professional 
association. It also stipulated that it would be the one who 
would approve the electoral project that the Electoral 
Commission had presented, it would set the schedules of 

electoral acts, preparing the guilds’ 
censuses and electoral material (poll 
and record books), and, lastly, it would 
be the one who would acknowledge 
the validity of the electoral processes 
held or it would render them null and 
void, and at the same time it would 
resolve any dispute. As if this weren’t 
enough, the TSJ almost 

simultaneously started to issue rulings that also pummeled 
these entities. From the year 2000 to 2020, the 
Constitutional and Electoral Chambers of the country’s 
highest court have issued about thirty decisions in which 
the Attorneys’ Bar Associations of Caracas, as well as those 
of the States of Aragua and Zulia, besides the Federation of 
Attorneys’ Bar Associations of Venezuela and the Attorneys 
Social Security Institute [Inpreabogado by its Spanish 
acronym] were object of threats or interventions. 

The CNE’s and TSJ’s attitude towards the Attorneys’ Bar 
Associations was just the appetizer of the institutional 
breakdown that years later would entail catastrophic 
political, social and economic consequences for all 
Venezuelans and that would consolidate the government’s 
ruling political power. What’s truly alarming is that this 
policy has practically extended to all civil society’s 
organizations, causing the annihilation of its autonomy and 
independence before a government that doesn’t conceal its 
totalitarian disposition.

The right to association is extremely fragile
because of the government’s intervention in guilds

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org

https://bit.ly/3mYQ1Ln
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The criminal process in Venezuela
is a persecution tool for political gain

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of January 28th, 2022 Foro 
Penal recorded 15,770 arbitrary 
arrests in Venezuela since January 
1st, 2014. 875 civilians have been 
presented before military courts. 
Up to this date we have accrued a 
historical number of 3,650 political 
prisoners, of which 3,406 have 
been released under different 
modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 
117 political prisoners in the 
country. As of January 28th, 2022 the number is 244 
people, out of which 13 are women. Additionally, 9,420 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

Pretrial detention has been twisted in Venezuela and 

has become an anticipated 
sentence. Out of the 245 political 
prisoners that we recorded here 
at Foro Penal, only 35 have been 
convicted, most of them were 
forced to “admit to the crimes” or 
to plead guilty to felonies they 
haven’t committed. The other 210 
remaining are all on remand, and 
91 of them have been over three 
years in this condition, violating 
what’s set forth in Article 231 of 
the Organic Code of Criminal 

Procedures, which stipulates that the maximum time that 
a person can remain in pretrial detention is three years. 
This demonstrates that criminal procedures in Venezuela 
aren’t used for determining the truth of the facts through 
legal channels, but rather as an arbitrary and illegal 
persecution tool for political gain. 
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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

Educational crisis in Venezuela

The International Day of Education was celebrated 
on January 24th, and it was proclaimed by the United 
Nations General Assembly in order to raise awareness 
about the importance of education for achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). This date is an 
opportunity to consider the crisis existing in all levels of 
education in Venezuela, characterized by structural 
problems such as teacher absenteeism, student 
attrition, and the increase of school tuition. 

As for public and autonomous universities, we 
denounce that they’ve been subjected to censorship, 
control and anarchy: arbitrary appointments of high 
university authorities made by the government; 
decisions by the Judiciary Power not acknowledging 
results of student elections; legislations on electoral 
procedures for electing university government; and 
budgetary thwarting that damages nourishment, 
transportation and access to libraries. Then again, in the 
beginning of 2020, the IACHR had announced that only 
half of the Venezuelan school children attend regularly 
to classes, as the shortage of water, meals and 
transportation are reasons for missing school; and this 
has gotten even worse, due to the fact that in midst of 
the pandemic up to 50% of basic education students 
have dropped out of school because they need to work 
for obtaining their family income. 

Additionally, as an answer to social distancing, the 
Ministry of Education developed a plan guaranteeing 
school education through TV, radio, and digital and 
print media. However, it’s been blocked by electric 
power failures, the serious lack of mobile phone and 
internet coverage, and also taking into account that 
Venezuela ranks in last place of internet connectivity in 
the region. That’s the reality of education in Venezuela, 
whose structural failures have worsened because of the 
pandemic.
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A new reform to the Organic 
Act of Women’s Right to a 
Violence-Free Life was published 
in December 2021. In this 
opportunity, a very important 
progress was made with the 
inclusion of seven mandatory 
approaches for State bodies and 
entities: gender, feminist, human 
rights, intercultural, 
comprehensiveness, generational, 
and an intersectionality approach. Furthermore, four new 
classifications were included to the violence reforms: 
multi-causal violence, gynecological violence, 
informational violence, and political violence. There also 
were some reforms in the identification of the forms of 
violence; violent sexual intercourse will be known now as 
sexual violence in a relationship of a couple, and domestic 
violence will be known now as family violence, in which 
vicarious violence is also added and defined. However, we 
consider that after more than one decade since the first 
Act was published, there are still forms of violence that 
aren’t classified in the new law, such as street violence 
(verbal and sexual harassment in public spaces) or 
psychological violence on the stands (product of the 
re-victimization of women in public hearings). Likewise, 
even though in 2014 femicide is acknowledged, initiatives, 
debates and consensuses are yet to be accomplished that 
modify it and extend it to femicide, a term that, among 
other elements, assimilates the State’s responsibility for 
its actions or inactions. 

Moreover, a thorough perspective of the social 
phenomena associated with the crime is necessary in 
order to approach violence against women, which must 
be comprehensively elaborated in the rule that rules this 
matter. Nevertheless, we find ourselves with a legal reform 
that has put aside children that have been orphaned 
because their mothers were victims of femicides, for 
example, who don’t receive any redress or integral 
attention facing their mother’s death. Regarding 

protection and security measures 
for women who are victims of 
violence, and more specifically at 
the shelters, there’s a regulatory 
contradiction. Article 106 (2nd 
numbered paragraph), that 
elaborates protection and 
security measures, grants shelters 
a temporary character, while 
Article 37, that elaborates this 
particular measure, doesn’t make 

any reference to its temporary character. Likewise, the 
disregard for protective measures in favor of the victims 
that allow to prevent and protect women from a possible 
act of violence weren’t included as a crime, which is even 
more serious as the crime that was originally suffered, and 
punishing the aggressor facing recidivism. Lastly, we can’t 
leave out the regulatory setback, which means completely 
ignoring the rights safeguarded by the Inter-American 
Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and 
Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará 
Convention).

Thus, this legal reform, more than an advance, 
represents an opportunity on behalf of the State of 
assuming in practice the challenges that imply eradicating 
violence against women. In order to do this, we insist on a 
State that adopts measures that, firstly, conceives 
women’s participation, secondly, that is focused on the 
victims and/or their relatives as holders of human rights, 
and, thirdly, they’re connected to the prevention, 
protection, trial and punishment, redress, data collection 
and monitoring, and international cooperation sphere, in 
order to expedite the elimination of gender-based 
violence against women, as it is set forth in 
Recommendation Nº 35 of CEDAW.

Organic Act of Women’s Right to a Violence-Free Life reform:
more challenges than wise choices

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org


