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The decisions of the Supreme 
Court of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish 
initials] that lead to repeat the 
elections of the governor of the State 
of Barinas on January 9th, as well as 
the manner that the National Electoral 
Council [CNE by its Spanish initials] 
organized the process, and the 
measures taken or omitted by it in 
order to favor the followers of Hugo Chávez’s policies 
[chavismo], have confirmed the deficiencies suffered by 
the Venezuelan electoral system and that were exposed 
by the Electoral Observation Mission of the European 
Union (EOM-EU) that witnessed the “mega-elections” on 
November 21st. 

The chavismo’s maneuvers apparently backfired, due 
to the fact that the candidate of the oppositionist 
Democratic Unity Roundtable [MUD by its Spanish 
acronym], Sergio Garrido, not only imposed himself upon 
the United Socialist Party of Venezuela [PSUV by its 
Spanish acronym], the former Chancellor Jorge Arreaza, 
but also saw how the difference with the opposition 
alliance went from some dozen votes to over 44,000 in 
less than two months, according to official information 
from the National Electoral Council [CNE by its Spanish 
initials]. In spite of this historic result, the irregularities and 
abuses committed by the judicial and electoral authorities 
can’t be ignored. The repeat of the elections in the 
pro-government’s symbolic bastion, cradle of the late 
Hugo Chávez and his family, had an illegitimate origin and 

it was produced after the Electoral 
Chamber of the TSJ dismissed the 
will of the people and declared the 
nullity of the oppositionist Freddy 
Superlano´s election, through its 
Decisions 78 and 79 issued in a 
matter of hours on November 29th. 

For its part, the CNE relocated 
the pro-government candidate Arreaza and the champion 
Claudio Fermín, who in the November 21st elections had 
exercised their right to vote at the voting centers located 
in Caracas and the State of Miranda, respectively. These 
measures were adopted despite that Article 32 of the 
Electoral Processes Organic Act [LOPRE by its Spanish 
acronym] prohibits modifying the pattern after it has 
been published. As per this rule, once the Definitive 
Electoral Registry has been approved, it can’t be modified 
by the CNE. Thus, regardless of the fraudulent strategies 
of the TSJ and the CNE, the opposition achieved an 
overwhelming victory in Barinas. This success is positive 
because it opens the door to new hopes to the political 
rotation and puts an end to twenty-two years of 
governments with the same tendencies in this state from 
the plains and, furthermore, demonstrates that the 
majority’s voice can be heard at the ballot boxes in spite 
of the attempts of silencing them.

Repeat of elections in Barinas: A process
that can’t be assessed only by the result

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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https://bit.ly/3AoPusS 

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Union leader Jean Mendoza is released from prison
with cautionary measures

The Fifth Court of Control issued a 
Cautionary Measure applied to Remain 
Free on their Own Recognizance under a 
presentation regime every 30 days to 
the transnational corporation Masisa’s 
employee, Jean Mendoza, on January 
17th, after his detention two days earlier. 
Furthermore, he isn’t allowed to give any 
statements to the press regarding this issue and he has a 
prohibition to leave the country. 

The union leader was detained at the Costa Atlántico 
Mall, in Puerto Ordaz, by a Criminal and Scientific 
Investigation Bureau [CICPC by its Spanish initials] 
commission when he held a meeting with his fellow union 
members who were recently elected as hygiene and 

security delegates. His defense team declared 
to El Pitazo web portal that on December 
19th, 2021, the company filed the accusation 
for instigating hatred before the Fifteenth 
Prosecutor’s Office of Ciudad Guayana. 

The detention occurred after Mendoza had 
denounced the labor irregularities that took 

place at the lumber company. In July 2021, he filed a 
complaint regarding wrongful dismissals before the 
Prosecutor’s Office.

https://bit.ly/32r1hdH
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Overprices for public safety equipment
would be 350 million dollars

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The video surveillance and 
emergency attention systems are 
two of the most widely used 
technologies by police forces 
around the world because they 
contribute to prevent violent acts 
and to perform better criminal 
investigations. Several official plans 
have been announced in Venezuela 
for improving public safety applying these tools, but their 
execution has been marked by high levels of opacity, a 
strong presence of foreign actors and high levels of 
corruption. 

The irregularities in the execution of these plans are 
extensively revised in the most recent report from 
Transparencia Venezuela “Sistemas de viodeovigilancia y 
atención de emergencias en Venezuela, un proyecto de 
Cubanos y chinos sellado con elevados riesgos de 
corrupción” [“Video surveillance and emergency attention 
systems in Venezuela, a Cuban and Chinese project sealed 
with elevated risks of corruption”]. The study shows that 
the Venezuelan government announced the investment of 
at least 1.3 billion dollars for developing three plans of its 

public safety policies and video 
surveillance capacity through binational 
conventions with China and Cuba 
between 2007 and 2021. But the detailed 
revision of these agreements give 
indications of a possible overpricing in 
the purchase of equipment that could 
amount to approximately 350 million 
dollars. 

The Venezuelan government announced in 2013 the 
investment of 1.2 billion dollars destined to the installation 
of 40 Control and Command Centers in 16 different cities 
throughout the country for executing the Integral 
Monitoring and Assistance System [SIMA-VEN 911 by its 
Spanish acronym], with 30,00 security cameras and 
10,000 alarm buttons. But, upon revising what was 
offered and comparing it to what was invested in similar 
projects in countries such as Mexico and Chile, there are 
obvious differences in the prices. 

 

After almost two years after the 
Presidential Decree of the quarantine in 
Venezuela, the State hasn’t guaranteed a 
vaccination plan that includes people with 
HIV within its priorities, which leaves them 
in a situation of defenselessness before a 
virus that affects most of all those who 
live with deteriorated immune systems. 
Additionally, none of the Ministry of Health’s bodies offer 
information regarding COVID-19 and its impact on 
seropositive population. Even though there isn’t sufficient 
investigation yet that allows to give a convincing 
response, the World Health Organization (WHO) assures 
that “small cohorts studies among people with HIV 
hospitalized because of COVID-19 have shown clinical 
results which can be compared to a similar risk of 
infection by SARS-CoV-2 in regards to the general 
population, particularly in those cases in which the HIV 
infection is well under control”. The scientific community 
keeps studying the risks. 

According to UNAIDS, the most important measure 
for people with HIV is to maintain the antiretroviral 

treatment (ART) up to date and to get 
vaccinated against COVID-19, even 
though the access to vaccines is unequal 
and insufficient in countries with low and 
medium incomes where 55% of the 
population living with HIV in the world is 
concentrated. The Venezuelan State 
suspended the purchase of these 

medications in 2016. The WHO insists on abiding by the 
rules that have been suggested since the beginning of the 
pandemic: using facemasks, washing hands and keeping 
physical distance. No information has been provided 
either regarding whether seropositive people can be 
vaccinated. According to our HIV experts, when a person 
lives with a life-long infection, such as HIV, it may cause a 
low count of white blood cells that fight diseases and play 
an important role in the immune system if they aren’t 
under an antiretroviral treatment; therefore, they 
recommend for them to perform a CD4 count before 
getting vaccinated in order to guarantee that this value is 
at 250. A CD4 count below 200 is delicate because the 
person could relapse greatly with a fever or one of the 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

The State doesn’t protect people with HIV
before the COVID-19 pandemic

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3GUTpA1
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Venezuela is still under the ICC’s microscope

PROVEA - www.provea.org

A communication signed by 
the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) Prosecutor, Karim Khan, 
was disclosed on January 17th, 
2022, in which he issues a 
three-month extension for 
Nicolás Maduro’s government to 
present its report on crimes 
against humanity allegedly 
committed in the country. 
Therefore, the new deadline 
would be on April 16th, 2022. This document also states 
that: “This extension is also justified to give sufficient time, 
according to the stipulated schedules, for the Prosecutor 
to travel to Venezuela before the term expires” in order to 
“establish a significant dialogue with the Venezuelan 
government”. In this way, the International Criminal Court 
Prosecutor is reportedly visiting Venezuela within the next 
few weeks. 

As will be recalled, in November 2021 the ICC 
Prosecutor announced the initiation of the investigation 
stage on alleged crimes against humanity occurring in 
Venezuela since 2017. On that date the Prosecutor’s Office 

signed a memorandum of 
understanding jointly with 
Venezuelan authorities wherein 
they committed to “adopt all the 
necessary measures to assure the 
effective administration of justice, 
according to international 
standards with the active support 
and commitment from the 
International Criminal Court 
Prosecutor’s Office in virtue of the 

Principle of Complementarity”. 

The historic process initiated on Venezuela by the ICC, 
unprecedented in Latin America, opens an opportunity 
for justice reform in our country, an issue of which social 
and human rights organizations should become 
promoters and comptrollers. Nicolás Maduro’s 
government is making some decisions to reform justice 
and expedite legal procedures against alleged 
perpetrators that had been in hiatus for years. The entire 
Venezuelan society must be vigilant of the process. And 
we must keep the ICC informed if it’s not legitimate or 
according to human rights principles.

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
The Coronavirus pandemic in Venezuela:
a human rights approach

Defiende Venezuela published 
a report titled “Pandemia del 
coronavirus en Venezuela: un 
enfoque de derechos humanos” 
[“The Coronavirus pandemic in 
Venezuela: a human rights 
approach”], in order to (i) expose 
the human rights violations in the 
framework of the State measures 
adopted for facing the pandemic; 
(ii) contribute with the prevention of future human 
rights violations in Venezuela, and (iii) urge the 
Venezuelan State to develop adequate public policies 
that realize the full exercise of human rights. 

Venezuela was already absorbed in a Complex 
Humanitarian Emergency situation before the 
pandemic, as well as a substantial deterioration in the 
human rights sphere as a consequence of the 
prolonged weakening of the democratic institutionality 
and the absence of the Rule of Law. The serious crisis of 
public services stood out in the social rights scope, as 
well as the persistent violation of the right to education 

given the absence of academic 
freedom and attacks against 
university autonomy. 

The complicated human 
rights situation in the country 
worsened from the start of the 
pandemic. Thus, the report 
explains in detail the violations of 
personal freedom, freedom of 

speech and the right to protest, the right to defend 
human rights, the right to health, the right to work, the 
right to nourishment, the right to education, the rights 
of people who have been imprisoned, women’s rights, 
children’s rights, the elderly’s rights, and migrants’ 
rights. 

https://bit.ly/3fTOm7j
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza rejects the threats towards journalists
in the Con el Mazo Dando TV program

On January 19th, 2022, at the Con el 
Mazo Dando TV program, broadcasted 
by State-owned television channel 
Venezolana de Televisión (VTV), 
“wanted” posters were shown with the 
photographs of several journalists, 
among them: Luis Carlos Díaz, Naky 
Soto, Alberto Ravell, Leopoldo Castillo, 
Alberto Rodríguez Palencia, and Carla 
Angola, who were mentioned in the list 
of people who have ties with the interim 
government presided by Juan Guaidó. 
This list was prepared by Esteban Trapiello, the 
government-biased former president of the TV channel 
TVES. 

There are no conditions in Venezuela that allow the 
development of freedom of speech, and these cases 
demonstrate that there’s no intention on behalf of the 
State of changing this scenario. Espacio Público 

documented 246 cases in 2021 that 
violated the right to freedom of speech in 
Venezuela, mostly affecting journalists, 
communication media and citizens in 
general. 

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza rejects these 
actions that violate Article 29 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) and Article 13 of 
the American Convention on Human 
Rights. This is why we urge the 

Venezuelan State to cease the harassment and 
intimidation practices against Venezuelan citizens and we 
request of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (UNHCHR), Michelle Bachelet, of the 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), 
and the rest of the international organizations in charge of 
protecting human rights to take note of the matter and 
condemn this new aggression. 

During December 2021, here at the 
Centro de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz), we 
recorded 17 persecution and 
criminalization cases exercised by Nicolás 
Maduro’s government against 
communication media workers and 
political officials. The persecution and 
criminalization actions identified in the 
monitoring have been categorized as 
patterns because they form part of a 
group of acts that have been systematically and 
repeatedly executed throughout all of 2021. 

We identified 10 acts against communication media 
workers. The closure of 2 stations and four radio 
programs, three of them from the same station, whose 
directors were forced to take the programs off the air by 
the National Telecommunications Commission of 
Venezuela [CONATEL by its Spanish acronym] because 
they were contrary to Nicolás Maduro’s government’s 
interests. We also identified two arbitrary detentions to a 
journalist and his motorcyclist while they were doing a 
news story, and we were able to document an act of 
threat and harassment against another journalist who was 
a victim of armed security officers’ presence at his place 
of residence. Lastly, we identified a blocking of a digital 
news media’s website. 

We identified seven persecution 
acts against political officials. One 
collective threat, when Nicolás Maduro 
warned that he would take exemplary 
measures against the leaders of the 
United Socialist Party of Venezuela 
[PSUV by its Spanish acronym] who 
divided the population in the last 
regional elections. The second act of 
threat was executed against the 

Director of the National Electoral Council [CNE by its 
Spanish initials], Roberto Picón. Moreover, we identified 
two arbitrary detentions that involve a political leader’s 
family member: the brother of the opposition’s former 
candidate for the local government of the Municipality of 
Arismendi in the State of Sucre, José Lunar, and his 
motorcyclist. Lastly, during the last month of 2021, we 
identified three political disqualifications against the 
opposition’s candidates for the repeat of the elections in 
the State of Barinas. The political disqualification has been 
a pattern of discretional punishment that increases in 
electoral contexts in Venezuela.

Cepaz recorded 17 persecution and criminalization cases
in December 2021

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3Iwxboq



The ICC Prosecutor will visit Venezuela again

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of January 21st, 2022 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,770 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we have 
accrued a historical number of 3,650 
political prisoners, of which 3,405 have 
been released under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 
political prisoners in the country. As of 
January 21st, 2022 the number is 245 people, out of which 
13 are women. Additionally, 9,422 people were or are 
being unjustly subjected to criminal procedures under 
cautionary measures. 

The International Criminal 
Court Prosecutor’s Office informed 
that it will visit Venezuela again 
within the next three months 
through a communication dated 
January 17th, 2022. This public 
communication points out that it 
granted an extension expiring on 
April 16th, 2022 for Nicolás 
Maduro’s government to explain if 
it has performed genuine 

investigations for crimes against humanity in Venezuela. 
This in the context of Article 18 of the Rome Statute that 
allows the States to oppose the investigation where it’s 
being performed.
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74 victims of alleged extrajudicial executions
during 2021 in the State of Bolivar

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

The annual record of the Comisión 
para los Derechos Humanos y la 
Ciudadanía (Codehciu) alerted about 
74 cases of alleged extrajudicial 
executions in the State of Bolivar, 
although there’s opacity in the public 
information on the violations of the 
right to life in this state due to the lack 
of data generated by the State and 
society’s collective fear caused by these events. 

The Criminal and Scientific Investigation Bureau 
[CICPC by its Spanish initials] and the Bolivarian National 
Guard [GNB by its Spanish initials] are the two security 
forces with the most responsibility in these events during 
security procedures. Each one of these bodies have 
allegedly executed 12 people in the State of Bolivar. 
Codehciu has monitored alleged extrajudicial executions 

cases since 2018. This work has 
identified many violations of rights 
in the second most violent state of 
Venezuela. 

The organization urges the 
Venezuelan State to investigate in 
an unbiased manner every 
potentially illicit death or 

extrajudicial execution; to sensitize security officers in 
human rights guarantees matters, and to guarantee the 
redress of the victims’ families, who in most cases don’t 
attain any justice. 
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