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The untimely reform to the 
Supreme Court of Justice Organic 
Act [LOTSJ by its Spanish 
acronym] activated by the 
followers of Hugo Chávez’s 
policies [Chavismo] during the 
last days of 2021 is full of 
contradictions. At least this is the 
aftertaste that the revision of the 
approved text in first discussion left to Acceso a la Justicia 
on December 30th by the Parliament elected in the 
questionable 2020 elections. 

Reducing the number of magistrates of the current 
thirty-two down to twenty, increasing civil society 
members who will assess the candidates to the highest 
court in the Judicial Nominations Committee from five to 
ten, and establishing that the election of the Supreme 
Court magistrates must be produced with a qualified 
majority of 2/3 of the Parliament, are the main 
modifications contained in the nine articles of the 
proposed that came from from the same authoritative 
body of the Judiciary Power itself, as assured by the 
President of the government biased Parliament, Jorge 
Rodríguez.

On the surface the decision could be qualified as 
surprising, since there are only two absolute vacancies left 
by the resignations of Christian Zerpa ad Gladys de 
Gutiérrez at the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish acronym]. To say nothing of the situation of the 
Magistrate Jhanett Madriz, who acts as the ad hoc Chargé 
d’Affaires in Panama. Nevertheless, the terms of the 
officers appointed in 2010 will expire towards the end of 

this year (Article 64 of the Constitution). 

Even though the proposal has 
positive aspects, some provisions still 
exist out of the constitutional framework 
and would be destined to continue 
assuring the government’s political 
control over the TSJ. For example, the 
reform of Article 65 of the Act sets forth 

that the Judicial Nominations Committee shall be 
comprised of fifteen members: five representatives and 
ten civil society members. Article 270 of the Constitution 
makes it clear that the Committee is an advisory body to 
the Judiciary Power and it “shall consist of representatives 
of the different sectors of society”. 

As if this weren’t enough, the reform includes a figure 
that wasn’t provided for in the fundamental text: The 
Preliminary Committee. This authority will be “in charge of 
receiving, pre-selecting and remitting the nominees who 
will form part the Judicial Nominations Committee to the 
whole Parliament”, as textually copied from Article 21 of 
the Electoral Power Organic Act [LOPE by its Spanish 
acronym]. It will be comprised of the five Members of 
Parliament, who will form part of the advisory body after 
civil society representatives are selected. The foregoing 
demonstrates that the Chavismo isn’t willing to give up 
exercising some type of control in the appointment of the 
magistrates.

The Supreme Court of Justice Organic Act Reform,
is it a poisoned candy?

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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https://bit.ly/3I4chNp

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

Community radio station director was murdered in the State of Apure

The Social Communicator, José 
Urbina, was murdered at his home by 
the hands of armed groups operating 
at the borders of the State of Apure on 
Monday night, January 10th. This was 
informed by the Regional Committee 
of the Partido Comunista de Venezuela 
[Communist Party of Venezuela] 
(PCV) through a statement. 

Urbina was the Director of the Community Radio 
Station Frontera 92.5 FM, and he had warned in the 
previous days that he threatened for denouncing the acts 

of the Bolivarian National Guard in the 
armed conflicts at that border zone at 
Puerto Páez, State of Apure. 

The party members demand that the 
authorities perform immediate and 
thorough investigations in order to identify 
the masterminds and perpetrators, as well 

as possible accomplices. 

https://bit.ly/33ETFol



Bulletin No. 214
From January 10 to 17, 2022

-2-

Impunity prevails in the La Vega massacre

PROVEA - www.provea.org

One year has gone by since the 
La Vega massacre, Caracas, the 
police and military operation in 
which State security forces have 
caused the greatest amount of 
murders in a single attack, at least in 
the last 50 years. 23 people were 
killed in the well-known popular 
sector located in the south-west 
area of Caracas. Everyone killed was a civilian, most of 
them young people. No deaths were reported among the 
agents of the State. 

The State security forces entered the community, they 
made arbitrary detentions, illegal raids and committed 
extrajudicial executions, some of them in front of their 

families. They threatened their relatives, 
they altered the murder scenes and acted 
with their faces covered. 

One year later the authorities’ silence 
has been overwhelming. An institutional 
complicity for guaranteeing impunity. The 
victims’ relatives appeared before the 
Prosecutor’s Office and to the Office of 

the Ombudsman on their own free will in order to give 
their statements, but it’s unclear what is being 
investigated. The extrajudicial executions that occurred in 
La Vega are yet another event from a systematic and 
generalized policy and, thus, could constitute crimes 
against humanity according to Article 7 of the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court.

2022 started with a renewed hope for 
the victims of crimes against humanity in 
Venezuela and will be marked by an 
in-depth discussion on behalf of the civil 
society and the international community 
on the future of the investigation to 
Venezuela at the International Criminal 
Court and the implications that this will 
have on the Venezuelan outlook. There 
are two points of special significance, 
the first one refers to the temporary 
framework within which the investigation initiates. It’s 
important to bear in mind that when a group of States 
that are part of the Statute referred the situation of 
Venezuela before the ICC Prosecutor’s Office, they 
requested that said exam be performed since the events 
that occurred in 2014. However, the Prosecutor’s Office 
had decided to limit the preliminary exam to the events 
occurred since April 2017 and hasn’t informed which the 
temporary framework will be used on which the 
investigation is to be performed. 

The second important element will be which crimes 
are to be object of the investigation. The Prosecutor’s 
Office had concluded during the preliminary exam that 
the information available at that stage provided a 
reasonable basis to believe that civil authorities, members 
of the armed forces and individuals in favor of the 
Venezuelan government have committed the crimes 
against humanity of incarceration or any other serious 
physical deprivation of liberty, thus violating international 

law fundamental rules, torture, rape, 
and/or other similar serious forms of 
sexual violence, and persecution of a 
group or collectivity with an 
independent identity based on political 
reasons. Nevertheless, the crime of 
murder as a crime against humanity 
hadn’t been included during the 
preliminary exam’s stages. 

As to both elements, the 
Prosecutor’s Office has been clear by affirming that it had 
decided to focus the preliminary exam on a sub-group of 
victims related to human sex trafficking who are in 
detention due to the fact that it had sufficiently detailed 
and reliable information at its disposition concerning the 
specific elements of the crimes of the Rome Statute. 
However, both the temporary framework and the crimes 
subject to investigation could be broadened during the 
investigation stage as the Prosecutor’s Office team 
obtains sufficient information in order to meet the 
standards of evidence in the process. The ICC 
Prosecutor’s Office can now include the events occurred 
since the year 2014, if it has sufficient probative elements, 
and include the crime of murder as a crime against 
humanity. 

Scenarios of the investigation on Venezuela at the ICC:
What to expect in 2022?

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3FyUJaq
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El Corruptómetro registró 316 casos de desfalco
al patrimonio público venezolano

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The magnitude of the 
corruption recorded in Venezuela 
during the last two decades, with 
the inventory of the different 
properties purchased by those 
who would’ve taken advantage of 
the Venezuelan Public Assets, is 
exposed once more in the 
corruptometer, the interactive 
tool launched in November 2020 
by Transparencia Venezuela and the Alianza Rebelde 
Investiga (ARI), comprised by the digital media Runrunes, 
El Pïtazo, and Tal Cual, that released its second edition in 
December 2021, identifying new cases of corruption and 
the people involved. 

In this new stage, the corruptometer added on 90 
more cases of corruption that originated in Venezuela 
during the governments of Hugo Chávez and Nicolás 
Maduro, and updated the ones that were recorded in the 
previous edition. The total of the identified processes in 
both editions rises the embezzlement plots to the 

Venezuelan Public Assets to 316. 

Out of all of the identified 
cases, 108 processes stand out 
that have been initiated by 
Prosecutor’s Offices and 
Parliaments of 21 countries in 
which they investigate the theft 
suffered by Venezuela. The 
United States appears as the 

country with the greatest number of open trial cases for 
crimes of corruption perpetrated by sophisticated 
networks in 48 criminal plots. It’s followed by Argentina, 
with 15 cases, and five more cases in Spain. Portugal, 
Brazil and Ecuador rank in fourth place, with four open 
case trials, while in Switzerland there are three legal 
processes. 

Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

Cases of extrajudicial executions keep increasing in Venezuela

According to information 
of the NGO Control 
Ciudadano, at least 78 cases 
have been added of people 
killed at the hands of security 
forces members of Nicolás 
Maduro’s regime since 
December 2021 up to this 
date. Particularly, the 
organization reported that 51 people were murdered 
during December 2021 and just in only 11 days of 
January another 27 victims were added. 

The Venezuelan State justifies that these deaths 
were about presumed “confrontations with criminals”, 
but in most of the cases they could be called 
“extrajudicial executions” that violated the right to life, 
personal integrity and due process of the victims. The 
State has the obligation of investigating these events, 

of investigating those people who are 
responsible and granting the corresponding 
punishments and redresses, guaranteeing 
the relatives’ right to the truth as indirect 
victims. 

It’s worth mentioning that in September 
2021, the United Nations Independent 
International Fact-Finding Mission on 

Venezuela (FFM) denounced the existence of “murders 
consistent with previously documented patterns of 
extrajudicial executions and other violations in the 
context of security operations in low-income inner-city 
areas of Caracas”, stating the need that those deaths be 
thoroughly investigated, due to the fact that the 
available information reveals that they have continued 
at an accelerated pace. It is clear that in Venezuela 
there is a context that reveals a pattern of extrajudicial 
executions at the hand of State security forces. 

https://corruptometro.org/


