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“Electoral records trump votes”. 
In the decades of the seventies, 
eighties and nineties, the minority 
political parties made a slogan out 
of this phrase in order to defend a 
comprehensive reform of the 
Venezuelan electoral system that 
will guarantee respect to the 
popular will. However, decades later, it seems unnecessary 
that the electoral board members modify the document 
in which the votes contained in the ballot box are 
recorded, but rather a sentence issued by the Electoral 
Chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice [TSJ by its 
Spanish initials] will suffice, or its silence is also valid, in 
order to modify the citizens’ decisions, especially when 
they don’t favor the policies of Hugo Chávez’s followers 
[Chavismo]. 

Decisions Nos. 78 and 79 dated November 29th, aren’t 
the first in which the country’s highest court leaves 
without effect most of the voters’ wishes. The Electoral 
Chamber first ordered the National Electoral Council 
[CNE by its Spanish initials] to immediately suspend “the 
procedures or processes related to the totalization, 
allocation and proclamation” of the Governor of the State 
of Barinas, and later stipulated to repeat the election of 
said office on January 9th, alleging that the eventual 
victor of the election (the opposition candidate Freddy 
Superlano) couldn’t assume the position, since he had 
been disqualified by the Office of the Comptroller General 
of the Republic from holding public positions. 

Regarding the recent case of Barinas, 
some aspects come to our attention. One of 
them is that the action presented before the 
Electoral Chamber wasn’t submitted by a 
“chavista”, but rather by a supposed 
candidate to the governorship, the dissident 
oppositionist Adolfo Superlano, who was 
punished by the United States for being a 

member of the group called “Los Alacranes” [The 
Scorpions], those legislators elected in 2015 who 
interceded before foreign governments on behalf of 
businessmen with ties to chavismo, being consequently 
expelled from their political parties. 

The second aspect that shocks the Barinas case is how 
quickly the authority provided a response. In a matter of 
hours, the Chamber ordered the CNE to suspend the 
totalization of the votes and also to repeat the elections. 
Regarding the alleged punishment, the Director Roberto 
Picón said: “I hereby certify that the disqualification of Mr. 
Freddy Superlano was unknown to the CNE at the 
moment of his nomination; we should keep in mind that, if 
it had been notified, it would’ve been impossible to 
process the application”. The celerity shown by the 
Electoral Chamber in this case proves that the TSJ is 
ready to act, at any given moment and time, whenever the 
interests of chavismo are at risk. 

“Sentence trumps vote” in Venezuela

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Criminal process against FundaRedes activists is another example
of human rights defense criminalization in Venezuela

The preliminary hearing of 
the NGO FundaRedes 
activists, Javier Tarazona, 
Omar de Dios García and José 
Rafael Tarazona was held on 
December 9th, the 
International Day of Human 
Rights Defenders. The 
preliminary hearing had been 
deferred 13 times. 

The three defenders presented COVID-19 symptoms 
in October. Omar de Dios García and Rafael Tarazona 
were released following their transfer to health centers 
on October 26th, after being arbitrarily detained for 112 
days. A presentation regime every two weeks was now 

imposed at the preliminary hearing. 
However, Javier Tarazona will remain 
detained, even after 160 days of arbitrary 
detention, and with his state of health 
deteriorating rapidly. 

The human rights defenders’ case will 
move to trial. Javier Tarazona was accused 
of instigating hatred and terrorism, and the 

other two human rights defenders were charged with 
instigating hatred under the unconstitutional “Anti 
Hatred Act”. The arbitrary detention and the delayed 
criminal process against these three human rights 
defenders represent yet another example of the 
systematic and generalized pattern of persecution and 
criminalization to the work of human rights defenders 

https://bit.ly/3slF0IS
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https://bit.ly/3GOkIvE

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

The FundaRedes activists’ case was moved to trial
after 13 deferred hearings

The case of the human rights defenders 
and members of the NGO FundaRedes was 
moved to trial on Thursday December 9th, and 
the Director of the organization, Javier 
Tarazona, and Larry Osorio, were incarcerated, 
while Omar de Dios García and José Rafael 
Tarazona continue under presentation regime. 

The defense attorney explained that this act was 
arbitrary and that there weren’t any elements that legally 
supported this decision, he also indicated that they will 
exercise the corresponding remedies in order to revert 
this decision. The preliminary hearing was held after being 
deferred in 13 opportunities, since the activists’ detention 
on July 2nd, 2021, after appearing before the Prosecutor’s 
Office in the Municipality of Coro, State of Falcon, 
denouncing persecutions and harassments against them 
on behalf of regional law enforcement agents and the 

National Bolivarian Intelligence 
Service [SEBIN by its Spanish 
acronym]. 

The criminalization policy, 
repression and social control limit 
the organizations’ effectiveness. The 

States have the responsibility of guaranteeing human 
rights and of protecting those who defend them. We 
demand the release of the FundaRedes activists and the 
respect of the right to defend human rights, as well as 
denouncing irregularities through different means that 
threaten the people and the country.

In the report called Participación del 
Liderazgo Femenino en las elecciones 
regionales y municipales 2021 
[Participation in Feminine Leadership in 
the 2021 regional and municipal 
elections], of the Red Electoral 
Ciudadana (REC), comprised of the 
Centro de Justicia y Paz (Cepaz), the Global Observatory 
of Communication and Democracy and Youth Vote, 
demonstrates that national and international legislation in 
Venezuela hasn’t been enough to tear down the great 
number of barriers for accessing leadership spaces that 
are still faced by women. The gender roles and 
stereotypes and the discriminatory attitudes and rules, 
among other factors, have caused the exclusion of 
women from decision-making spaces, including the 
impossibility of having an effective and equal 
participation in political matters. 

From the 190,952 nominations received by the 
National Electoral Council [CNE by its Spanish initials] for 
the November 21st elections, 46% were from women, 
while 54% were from men. These percentages don’t 
represent a balance in participation between men and 
women, since by revising the positions for which women 
have been nominated, we find that they have been 
excluded from high-level positions and spaces for making 
the most influential decisions. For governorship positions, 
from the total number of people nominated only 12% were 
women, when compared to 88% that were men. This 
results in a gender breach of over 70%. For mayoralties 

from the total number of people nominated 
only 18% were women, compared to the 82% 
that were men. This results in a gender breach 
of over 60%. For the state legislative council 
and municipal council positions, an equal 
participation tendency was maintained 
between men and women. From revising the 

electoral results from the REC we find that out of the 23 
governorships, women were elected only in 2 of them. 
This represents 9% of elected women compared to 91% of 
men. We also find that out of 365 mayoralties, women 
were elected only in 62 of them. This results in 19% of 
elected women compared to 81% of men. 

The results of the report make clear that the 
challenges for reaching gender equality are still current in 
Venezuela. Here, at the Red Electoral Ciudadana, we keep 
insisting on the need for a legislative reform that allows 
establishing legal criteria that assure the total and 
effective participation of women in politics. We also insist 
on the need of including civil society organizations, and 
especially the women’s movement, in this process and in 
the development of public policies that tear down the 
multiple barriers faced by women in participating in 
political and public life, both from the organizations with 
political purposes as well as from society. 

The challenges for reaching gender equality in political participation
are still current in Venezuela

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/30FKcMb



Bulletin No. 213
From December 13 to 20, 2021

-3-

The Human rights situation in Venezuela in 2021 is discouraging

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of December 17th, 2021 Foro Penal 
recorded 15,769 arbitrary arrests in 
Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 
civilians have been presented before 
military courts. Up to this date we have 
accrued a historical number of 3,648 
political prisoners, of which 3,403 have 
been released under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 
the country. As of December 17th, 2021 the number is 245 
people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,421 
people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 
procedures under cautionary measures. 

The human rights situation in Venezuela can’t be any 
more discouraging. According to the records of Foro 
Penal, we have 344 murders for political reasons since 

2002 up to this date; 573 cases of tortures 
and cruel and inhuman treatments have 
been recorded since 2014 until the closure 
of this year; almost 16,000 arbitrary 
arrests for political reasons have been 
recorded since 2014 up to this date, out of 
which more than 9,400 people are still 
subjected to unfair criminal procedures 
due to political reasons, under cautionary 

measures, while the closure of this report we recorded 
245 political prisoners in the country. We must add the 
serious impunity rate to all of this scenario in matters of 
human rights violations and the extremely brittle situation 
of the most basic services that worsens every day 
(nourishment, water, electric power, natural gas, 
telecommunications). This definitely hasn’t been a good 
year for Venezuela in regards to the human rights 
situation. 

Provea: Something stinks in the country’s mining areas

PROVEA - www.provea.org

Recently, the Observatory for 
the Defense of Life [ODEVIDA by its 
Spanish acronym] presented its 
report titled “El aire huele mal: 
situación de personas defensoras 
del ambiente y del territorio en 
Colombia y Venezuela” [“The air 
smells bad: the situation of people 
defenders of the environment and of 
the territory in Colombia and Venezuela”], making clearly 
visible a little known situation in our country. According to 
this document, between 2013 and 2021 a total of 80 cases 
of environmental rights and of the territory defenders 
who have been victims of violence and repression were 
documented in Venezuela. 32 defenders or leaders were 
murdered, 21 of them by assassins who are miners or 
members of Colombian armed groups (the National 
Liberation Army – ELN – or dissident groups from the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia –FARC-), while 
11 lost their lives at the hands of the Bolivarian National 
Armed Forces [FANB by its Spanish initials]. Out of a total 
of 80 cases, 25 (31%) were arbitrarily detained; 11 (14%) 
were victims of extrajudicial executions; 21 (26%) were 
victims of selective murders; 9 (11%) were victims of 
kidnappings; and 14 (18%) were object of threats. By 
performing the disintegration by gender, a total of 69 
(84%) were males, and 6 (7%) were female, while 7 
attacks (9%) were against non-governmental 
organizations. 

The regionalization of the attacks 
clearly coincides with those areas where 
the most serious social-environmental 
conflicts are developed in Venezuela. In 
other words, the State of Bolivar reports 
41 cases (51%) and the State of Amazonas 
13 (16%); between both of them, they 
make a total of 54 cases, summarizing, 
64% of the the total number. Cases in the 

States of Zulia represent 11%; Apure 10%; Barinas 4%; and 
Delta Amacuro 3%. 

ODEVIDA agrees with the Observatory of Political 
Ecology of Venezuela stating that the Venezuelan reality 
must draw the attention of the international community, 
since: “While it is true that in this situation they still haven’t 
reached the systematic extermination of ecologists, it 
must be said that it has involved an increasing violence 
against indigenous activist groups or communities. In any 
case, it isn’t misbegotten to think that in the field of all 
types aggressions, crimes have occurred in Venezuela 
that still haven’t been recorded against those who defend 
their territorial rights, in line with ecological criteria”.

https://bit.ly/3yG6nOZ
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The Fernando Albán case: an impunity-flavored prison sentence 

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Guilty. This is what was pled by 
the SEBIN officers, Miguel Dos 
Santos Rodríguez and Keibert Cibelli 
Moreno, who admitted that they 
murdered the opposition 
councilperson Fernando Albán in 
October 2018 while he was in their 
custody, all this is according to 
information provided by the 
Prosecutor General imposed by the 
extinct National Constituent 
Assembly, Tarek William Saab. The officer revealed that 
the accused were sentenced to five years and ten months 
of prison as per that confession. 

The head of the Prosecutor’s Office added that the 
decision would have been issued by the Court of 
Common Pleas on December 3rd, considering that this 
proves that his Office “is always watchful for these cases 
(of human rights violations) until those involved are 
punished”. Nevertheless, the impunity-flavored ruling is 
difficult to process by the victim’s family, by jurists and by 
human rights activists. Why? Firstly, the penalty imposed 
implies that those who were convicted now will no longer 
be in prison. 

The Organic Code of 
Criminal Procedures [COPP by 
its Spanish acronym] stipulates 
that no one shall spend a day in 
prison when their convictions 
don’t exceed such a limit, but will 
rather be punished with other 
custodial measures, such as a 
prohibition to leave the country 
or a periodic presentation 
regime before court. Secondly, 

the accusation for involuntary manslaughter, breach of 
custody obligations, conspiracy and aiding a prisoner to 
escape doesn’t seem to adjust with what happened in the 
Albán case. “Involuntary manslaughter usually refers to an 
accidental or unintentional killing that results from 
criminal negligence or recklessness”, explained Ramón 
Aguilar, family attorney, who considered that with this 
qualification the authorities intend to hide what 
happened. 
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For a long time, Acción Solidaria’s 
spaces have been a place for 
supporting populations who have been 
ostracized due to different reasons, 
especially because of their sexual or 
health conditions. This time the it 
welcomed the support group to people 
from the LGBTQI+ community and also 
more specifically to transgender people. 
This was an initiative from Movimiento 
Somos with the collaboration from the 
feminist organization Uquira. 

“Support groups are one of the organization’s main 
activities that belong to one of its expansion projects in 
different states, the headquarters are located in the State 
of Merida, and we’re also currently developing activities in 
the States of Zulia and Tachira, as well as in Caracas”, 
explains Yendri Velásquez, Coordinator of the Movimiento 
Somos in the Capital District. Furthermore, he points out 
that this project appears in the absence of spaces tending 
to LGBTQI+ people’s mental health, especially for the 

youth. He also highlights the need to 
accompany one another during the 
hardships they suffer from 
discrimination and the inexistence of 
a State guaranteeing human rights. 

Melanie Agrinzones, a collaborator 
of the support groups and of the 
Uquira organization, comments that 
many of these people now have a safe 
space to talk and to interact with 
those who have gone through or are 

going through a similar experience. Besides being a space 
for people who have been historically silenced and 
excluded to be able to talk and also bond through their 
experiences. “It’s a place of power and also of resistance 
from the patriarchal system. For me, these groups are 
important because support and collective care networks 
are created. We realize that we’re not alone”, she noted. 
Yendri Velásquez also considers that these spaces arise 
due to the work in alliances and networks. “Acción 
Solidaria and Uquira’s support is fundamental”, he stated.

Support groups: A safe space for not remaining silent anymore

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3yFlE2o



Human rights violations in Venezuela kept rising in 2021

Bloque Constitucional

Throughout this year, the number of 
human rights violations victims in 
Venezuela increased, since the cases of 
abuse and outrage in dozens of their 
forms have been as scandalous as in 
previous years and even more, because it 
regards of continuous aggression 
patterns and without the slightest 
concern of hiding them on behalf of those 
who manage the country’s future. 

Thus, arbitrary detentions, extrajudicial executions, 
violations to freedom of speech, among others, haven’t 
decreased, but rather they are committed shamelessly, 
the same goes for the right to health, to nourishment, to 
property, to access to basic services, such as water, 
electric power and natural gas, that are present in 
Venezuelan’s daily life. Additionally, the increase of over 
90% of the population that has been driven into poverty, 
are unequivocal signs that the exodus of more than 6 

million Venezuelans is justified, even 
more when the majority has had to fight 
against innumerable obstacles of major 
proportions. 

Not even the exposures of such 
serious violations made by international 
entities that are perpetrated in 
Venezuela still haven’t been able to stop 

them from being committed. An overwhelming example 
of this was the visit of the International Criminal Court 
Prosecutor to our country, which motivated assembling a 
scenario in which it boasted of a reform to the judicial 
system, with which convictions started arising against 
those who have committed crimes against the population, 
but a few days later they incarcerated a judge that dared 
to swear in a Mayor-Elect. This is evidenced by such an 
example with which it’s crystal clear that a justice system’s 
reality can’t be changed that instead of sustaining 
democracy, it has repelled it as if it were its worst enemy. 
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Potentially illicit deaths continue in the State of Bolivar
at the hands of police officers and the military

Comisión para los Derechos Humanos y la Ciudadanía - www.codehciu.org

Between January and November 
2021, Codehciu recorded 70 victims in 
the documentation of cases of alleged 
extrajudicial executions. October and 
November had a total record of 5 
victims together; but this doesn’t mean 
that such violations to the right to life 
continue to happen. The data collected 
by Codehciu represent only the cases 
reported by the regional 
communication means, and just a few have had access to 
statements from the victims’ relatives or neighbors, 
therefore, occasionally, the official version is the only 
available access that in which the narrative stating that it 
concerns confrontations prevails. 

The data collected by the organization corresponding 
to the second quarter of the year indicate that the 
Criminal and Scientific Investigation Bureau [CICPC by its 
Spanish initials] was the authority who produced the 
most victims, followed by the Bolivarian National Guard 
[GNB by its Spanish initials]. But in the third quarter this 
was reversed, and the GNB was the State 
law-enforcement agency who inflicted a greater number 
of victims, followed by the CICPC. 

Luis Velásquez, Elio Ramos, and 
Elvis González were three victims in 
the Municipality of Padre Pedro 
Chien, in the State of Bolivar. Their 
execution was at the hands of GNB 
and CICPC officers, which has been 
reported by Codehciu in its 
monitoring as “joint actions”. 
Likewise, Rigoberto Raúl Cumaná 
was executed by officers of the 

Intelligence and Strategies Directorate of the State of 
Bolivar Police [DIPEB by its Spanish initials]. 

The police officers supposedly confronted Cumaná, 
but his family disproved the official version. A man was 
executed at the end in an alleged confrontation in a joint 
action in which officers of the Special Actions Forces 
[FAES by its Spanish acronym], CICPC, and the State of 
Bolivar Police were involved. 
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