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Moving the case of FundaRedes defenders to trial is
an intimidating message against human rights NGOs in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

As of December 10th, 2021 Foro Penal 

recorded 15,769 arbitrary arrests in 

Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 875 

civilians have been presented before 

military courts. Up to this date we have 

accrued a historical number of 3,648 

political prisoners, of which 3,400 have 

been released under different modalities. 

As of April 2014 we recorded 117 political prisoners in 

the country. As of December 10th, 2021 the number is 248 

people, out of which 14 are women. Additionally, 9,420 

people were or are being unjustly subjected to criminal 

procedures under cautionary measures. 

On Thursday of this week, after it had been deferred 

for thirteen times, the preliminary hearing was held 

regarding the NGO FundaRedes. The case of the human 

rights defenders Javier Tarazona, Rafael 

Tarazona and Omar de Dios García was 

ordered to move to trial, as well as that of 

Larry Osorio, against whom there’s no 

evidence, and he isn’t even part of that 

organization. Larry Osorio and Javier 

Tarazona will remain detained at El 

Helicoide [government facility used for 
torturing political prisoners and headquarters of the 
Bolivarian National Intelligence Service (SEBIN)], while 

Rafael Tarazona and Omar de Dios García will have to 

present themselves before court ever two weeks. This is 

regarding a case in which, with the serious lack of 

evidence, clearly proving the intention of neutralizing the 

members of FundaRedes for their work in the defense of 

human rights of the border populations and, additionally, 

sending a repressive and intimidating message directly to 

the other human rights organizations in the country.

Even though Article 4 of the 

Organic Act of the Supreme Court 

of Justice [TSJ by its Spanish 
initials] sets forth that the highest 

court is responsible for 

guaranteeing the “supremacy and 

effectiveness of the constitutional 

rules and principles”, the leading 

authority of the Judiciary Power has 

only annulled our magna carta and take Venezuelan 

democracy apart with its decisions. This was denounced 

by Acceso a la Justicia to the United Nations Human 

Rights Council. This statement was made by the NGO in 

the report addressed to the authority based in Geneva, 

Switzerland, on the occasion of the third Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR) on human rights, to which 

Venezuela must be subjected at the end of this year. 

The TSJ has passed the last five years undermining the 

right to vote, a pillar of any civilized democracy, since 

both in the 2018 presidential elections, as well as the 2020 

parliamentary elections, the Constitutional and Electoral 

Chambers didn’t actively cooperate so that the elections 

were held without complying with the international 

standards, and even designing a “custom made” 

opposition. 

The maximum tribunal has 

made very clear in the last five 

years that its only goal is to protect 

and shelter the government’s 

interests and of those whom hold 

the political power in Venezuela, 

leaving aside its mission of 

safeguarding the Constitution and 

guaranteeing the citizens the 

rights recognized by it. Such situation proves that 

Venezuelan justice hasn’t improved at all since the last 

Universal Periodic Review to which the country was 

subjected at the end of 2016; what’s more, it seems to 

leave in evidence that the authorities don’t take this 

process very seriously. If the recommendations made by 

the States had been applied, which they promised to 

execute personally, situations such as those described in 

the report of Acceso a la Justicia would’ve never 

occurred.

Venezuelan justice annulled the Constitution
and took democracy apart

Acceso a la Justicia - www.accesoalajusticia.org
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https://bit.ly/3DRpC9f
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Defense of rights in times of dictatorship

PROVEA - www.provea.org

The International Day of 

Human Rights Defenders was 

declared on December 9th. 

The United Nations and the 

international judicial system 

have recognized the 

important role played by 

human rights defenders in 

society. 

In times of dictatorship, 

such as in Venezuela, this work 

becomes even more important. In a fight for promoting 

rights and at the same time a constant action of 

resistance before the advancement of authoritarianism 

and the abuse of power.

The human rights defenders that 

work in favor of labor, health, 

non-discrimination, and education 

rights, against impunity and for 

independent and transparent justice, 

among many others, will have in 2022 

the challenge of accomplishing a 

greater interaction and alliances with 

a diversity of democratic sectors for 

strengthening the fight for 

democracy and for the realization of 

human rights. The fight for people’s 

dignity is an activity that demands not giving up before 

difficulties. Facing them requires audacity, fortitude and 

always being guided by the principles and values of 

human rights.

Behind each case of violence 

against women, and particularly its 

most extreme expression, femicide, 

there’s the face of a victim. There’s 

a story of abuse by an aggressor 

who has decided to take her life, 

and of a State that has opted for 

not fulfilling its obligations. It hasn’t 

stipulated an effective framework 

of action either that allows to 

prevent this heinous crime. 

In a country where statistics aren’t generated nor 

preventive policies are prepared, civil society 

organizations have taken the initiative of collecting data 

that allow to show, in its true dimension, the seriousness 

of the Complex Humanitarian Emergency that Venezuela 

is going through. Women’s violent deaths due to their 

gender don’t escape the absence of official figures. Here 

at the Femicide Digital Observatory of the Centro de 

Justicia y Paz (Cepaz), we have taken on the task of 

recording and analyzing femicides occurring in the 

country and also those of Venezuelan women abroad. 

Different social and cultural factors have been organized 

for reproducing these violent practices against women. 

These events happen in determined circumstances 

regarding manner, time and place, that we’ve called 

associated phenomena. The monitoring 

of women’s violent deaths results even 

more valuable when they shine a spotlight 

upon these phenomena, because in this 

manner elements are able to be collected 

that contribute to design and apply 

policies focused on preventing this 

particular form of violence. 

However, during this task of collecting 

data through digital media, we can’t 

forget that they’re about stories, of lives cut short 

because of male chauvinist violence. This is why we pay a 

small homage during the lighting the obelisk of the square 

in orange, held on November 25th at Francia Square in the 

neighborhood of Altamira, in Caracas, within the 

framework of the International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women. On that day, banners waived 

with the names of the 242 victims. A small but significant 

homage to these women whose voices were silenced. We 

keep demanding justice in their names for each and every 

one of them.

242 lives and stories cut short because of male chauvinism violence

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org

https://bit.ly/3EPNAmJ
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Maduro’s government places State-owned companies
in the hands of the private sector

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

Nicolás Maduro’s government in 

Venezuela, in an apparent 

disassociation from the so-called 21st 

century Socialism, started to hand 

over the helm of State-owned 

companies to the private sector. Even 

though authorities haven’t made any 

clear, constant and complete formal 

statements explaining the process 

that has been initiated; these shady agreements have 

gone beyond the Board of Directors and have raised 

much concern among workers and the rest of civil society, 

such as it was collected in the most recent report of 

Transparencia Venezuela. 

The follow-up of the official statements, the revision of 

investigations of renowned communication media, the 

consult of databases on State contractors, and the 

interview to experts and guild representatives from 

different economic sectors, performed by Transparencia 

Venezuela, allowed to specify that the government has 

been placing State-owned companies into the hands of 

the private sector at least since 2015. 

The systematization of the data 

collected shows that at least 33 

companies owned by the 

Venezuelan State were given to the 

private sector for their 

administration since that date and 

until the end of 2021, 

Even though a lot of information surrounding these 

negotiations is missing and there are many doubts about 

the final beneficiaries of the agreements, the report 

“Private allies in control of State-owned companies” offers 

details on the 33 identified cases, the sectors in which the 

companies are, and the most relevant information on their 

recent history, among other aspects.

https://bit.ly/3F1NeJu
Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org

International Day of Human Rights Defenders

The UN General Assembly 

approved the first declaration in 

which they recognized the key role of 

the human rights defenders on 

December 9th, 1998, and the need for 

guaranteeing their protection. Since 

then, each year on that date, the 

International Day of Human Rights 

Defenders is celebrated. 

According to the International Federation for 

Human Rights (FIDH), the acts of attacks against 

human rights defenders in Venezuela have increased in 

157% during the pandemic. In this context, the following 

cases of the NGOs can be pointed out: Azul Positivo, 

FundaRedes and Acción Solidaria. In the beginning of 

2021, five members of Azul Positivo were incarcerated, 

an organization dedicated to humanitarian work. In 

March, in the framework of the conflict in the State of 

Apure, dos activists of the NGO FundaRedes were 

detained, and three more in July, including its Director 

Javier Tarazona, who is 

currently still detained. 

Additionally, in September, the 

NGO Acción Solidaria suffered 

an illegal raid and the arbitrary 

detention of eight of its 

members. 

Human rights defense and 

humanitarian work aren’t 

criminal activities. On the contrary, they’re fundamental 

in making clearly visible what’s happening in Venezuela. 

In midst of this context of persecution and 

criminalization against human rights defenders, the 

reality is that this task becomes more and more 

legitimate because of the obstacles it faces. Here, at the 

NGO Defiende Venezuela, we show our respect to 

those people and organizations that exercise their work 

defending human rights in spite of the adversities, and 

we will keep dedicating our efforts for denouncing 

human rights violations in the country. 
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The United Nations (UN) specifies that 

the human rights defender is “a person 

who can act to address any human right 

(or rights) on behalf of individuals or 

groups. Human rights defenders seek the 

promotion and protection of civil and 

political rights, as well as the promotion, 

protection and realization of economic, 

social and cultural rights.”

Feliciano Reyna, President of Acción 

Solidaria, agrees with this, and says that in 

Venezuela, in midst of the Complex 

Humanitarian Emergency, defending 

human rights isn’t an exclusive task of 

who work in non-governmental 

organizations or activists; people who work in the health 

sector, journalists and communicators, union leaders, and 

even community leaders are also human rights defenders. 

Human Rights Day is celebrated every December 10th, 

since 1948. But since the last two decades that the human 

rights defenders’ movement in Venezuela has gained 

strength. 

Marianna Romero, attorney and 

Director of the Centro para los Defensores 

y la Justicia, gives a small explanation of 

the movement’s evolution in Venezuela. 

30 years ago, human rights defense in the 

country was linked to political issues. 

Afterwards, in 1998, the violations of 

people’s rights have worsened, and this 

has entailed to the creation of new 

organizations, even in the inland regions 

of the country, and with different 

approaches. And, more recently, many 

people defending human rights have 

taken on the humanitarian response as 

part of their activities.

Human rights defense in Venezuela:
between activism and humanitarian assistance

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info

https://bit.ly/3oMyvfR

Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

November: between elections and censorship

There was an increase of 

violence against media workers 

in November. We recorded an 

increase of more than twice the 

numbers of violations to 

freedom of speech and 

information, as well as in the 

number of cases when 

compared with October: a total 

of 103 recorded violations in 50 

cases. The most frequent ones 

were: intimidation, censorship 

and administrative restrictions, actions that seek to 

reduce citizens’ possibility searching, receiving and 

broadcasting information. 

During the regional and municipal elections held on 

Sunday November 21st, we recorded a total of 28 cases 

that resulted in 54 violations to freedom of speech and 

information in the States of Aragua, Lara, Tachira, Merida, 

Nueva Esparta, Sucre, Guarico, 

Portuguesa, Carabobo, Falcon, 

Bolivar, Trujillo, Monagas, and 

Cojedes, as well as in Caracas.

With these figures, 2021 

accrues 453 violations up to 

November 30th, 

corresponding to 236 cases, 

standing out as main victims 

the following: journalists 

(44.44%), communication 

media (20.83%), and citizens (10%).

https://bit.ly/3DOt0Sj
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