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Nicolás Maduro’s decision of 

reprieving 110 persons that were 

behind bars or penally prosecuted, 

“in order to promote national 

reconciliation and to grant peace”, 

has provoked a political earthquake 

whose repercussions are still on.

As announced last August 31st 

by Minister of Communications, 

Jorge Rodríguez, among the beneficiaries of this measure 

there are deputies of the National Assembly (AN): Freddy 

Guevara, Miguel Pizarro, Carlos Paparoni, Henry Ramos 

Allup, Edgar Zambrano, Luis Florido, Juan Pablo Guanipa, 

Gilber Caro y Renzo Prieto. Other reprieved persons were 

Roberto Marrero, Chief of Dispatch of the president of the 

Parliament and president interim of the Republic, deputy 

Juan Guaido; the director of news website Punto de Corte, 

Nicmer Evans; the syndical leader Rubén Gonzalez; and 

Antonia Turbay, accused of being involved in the escape 

of commissioner Ivan Simonovis, in 2019.

The time context of this decision -just a few months 

before the parliamentary elections, which are not 

recognized by the opposition and 

only partially by the international 

community- seems to show that 

Nicolás Maduro’s administration 

intends to wash his image and 

appear less authoritarian than in 

the past. ¿Objective? Getting 

public approval for the electoral 

process; and, possibly, the raising 

of the diplomatic/ financial siege 

he is submitted to because of his attacks against public 

liberties and against AN. In a country like ours, where 

people are persecuted and detained for political reasons; 

in a country where a reprieving measure is presented as 

an achievement; what we really must understand is this: 

apprehending those now reprieved was a political 

decision, just as much as the decision of liberating them 

-and none of them had nothing to do with justice.
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11 questions for understanding Nicolás Maduro’s “reprieve”
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Un Mundo Sin Mordaza - www.sinmordaza.org

International Contest the Right Cut: 
“Human Rights, Camera, and Action”

Un Mundo Sin Mordaza, the 

Embassy of France in Venezuela, and 

the Twitter Platform joined for creating 

the third especial edition of the 

international contest The Right Cut: 

“Human Rights, Camera, and Action”. 

Participants can enroll until October 

31st -and defend and promote HHRR 

amidst the pandemic.

The Right Cut is an international 

contest of short creative videos, whose 

aim is augmenting the world 

conscience about the present 

problems of Human Rights and their 

eventual consequences all over the 

American Continent. All film-makers, audio-visual artists, 

journalists, influencers, and general public will have the 

opportunity of denouncing and 

expressing abuses and violations 

suffered during Covid-19 

pandemic.

In this third edition, two 

categories will be evaluated: 

Best Video Resilience in 

Pandemic; and Best Video 

Defend Human Rights. Both 

prizes will be granted by the 

Embassy of France, and will 

mean USD 1.500 to each winner. 

Videos are expected to be highly 

and freely creative; and will be 

evaluated by a jury of experts. 

Finally, the winners will be diffused via social networks of 

the associates.



https://bit.ly/3kAl4Lo

Within the framework of the 
45th period of sessions of the 
United Nations’ Council of 
Human Rights, last September 16, 
2020 was presented an 
exhaustive report by the Mission 
for Determining Facts about 
Venezuela -an inform that 
concludes, concerning 
extra-judicial executions; forced 
disappearances; arbitrary 
detentions; and torture and other 
cruel, inhumane, and degrading 
mistreatments; committed in our 
country since 2014. The Mission’s recognition of atrocious 
crimes; the identification of the perpetrators; and the 
invitation to make international justice to intervene 
effectively; are deemed as historical steps ahead towards 
the cease of impunity in Venezuela.

The control of the whole State structure by the regime 
has caused a deterioration of the justice system, which 
makes impossible that those responsible for crimes have 
to respond before national tribunals. Justice operators 
have been negligent and indulgent, and even accomplices 
in atrocious arbitrariness against our population. Thus, it is 
compulsory the application of the principle of universal 
jurisdiction, a mechanism of cooperation among States 
for combating impunity in this type of lese humanity 
crimes. Under this principle, all the States are obliged to 
investigate, judge, and sanction those who have 
committed the aforementioned offences -just as done in 
the past with Augusto Pinochet, for example.

The United Nations, for 
clearly emphasizing on 
international cooperation to 
fight impunity, has established 
via resolution 3074 of the 
General Assembly a series of 
actions, destined to assure 
both, trial, and sanction, for 
those who are guilty of “war 
crimes and lese humanity 
crimes, wherever and whenever 
such crimes are committed. 
Those facts are objects of 
investigation; and persons 

whose responsibility is proved will be persecuted, 
detained, and prosecuted; and those who are found guilty 
will be sanctioned”. Thus, the regime’s pattern of not 
complying with international obligations; and not 
granting justice nor guaranteeing Human Rights to all 
venezuelans; make indispensable activating any available 
international mechanism, in order to pursue truth, justice, 
and reparation, whether for the victims or for their 
relatives -and, above all, in order to prevent the 
continuation of attacks against our population in 
Venezuela.
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Impunity vs. International Jurisdiction

CEPAZ - www.cepaz.org.ve
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Espacio Público - www.espaciopublico.ong

GNB detained 12 persons for demanding electricity in Zulia 

Officials of the Bolivarian National 
Guard (GNB) detained 12 persons 
who were protesting in municipality 
Jesús Enrique Lossada, state of Zulia. 
Last Tuesday, September 15, citizens 
from diverse sectors in that 
municipality gathered for a second 
-consecutive day of manifestation, 
due to long -lasting interruptions of 
electricity; and GNB repressed them, 
when they stood still in front of 
Corpoelec for demanding an 
immediate restitution of the basic service.

The event left tens of persons injured by small-shot; 

and 12 detention. These are still 
arrested in La Concepcion GNB 
Command. This type of actions are 
the way Zulians claim for respect to 
their rights: along the past weeks, 
they have stayed on streets, exacting 
a cease of electric cuts that, 
sometimes, have lasted for 18 hours.

Public manifestation is one mode 
of exercising liberty of expression 
and liberty of reunion, rights 

established and consecrated in our Constitution. No 
citizen should be persecuted or detained for demanding 
publicly their fundamental rights.
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What we are living to day in 
Venezuela, caused by the 
Complex Humanitarian 
Emergency and the Covid-19 
pandemic, is an authentic 
humanitarian tragedy. Its 
consequences have driven 
millions of persons to migrate; 
and many other to take their own 
lives. According to the World 
Health  Organization (WHO), 
Venezuela occupies the first 
place in statistics of suicide in 
Latin America.

According to that important 
organism, impoverishment, collapse of basic public 
services, deterioration of life quality, loss of social security, 
lack of employment, and scarcity of spaces for 
development generate uncertainty and dejection –and 
such does not contribute to our population’s general 
mental health. Studies reveal that, between January 1st 
and June 29, 2020, 94 suicides were registered in our 
country (Source: Observatorio Venezolano de la 

Violencia, (OVV). One month 
after the beginning of the 
confinement because of 
Covid-19 pandemic, a significant 
increment of the number of 
suicides was recorded. In 
January, there were 7; in 
February, 10; and in March, 10 as 
well. From then onwards, 
records worsened: April, 14; 
May, 36; and June, 17.

According to WHO’s and 
OVV’s recommendations, the 
Venezuelan State should work 
on preventive campaigns that 

have to include communities, institutions, organizations, 
families, and individuals.

Confinement due to Covid-19: a new reason for the raise
of suicide index in Venezuela

Acción Solidaria - www.accionsolidaria.info
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Report by FFM points for the first time at possible perpetrators
of lese humanity crimes in Venezuela

Foro Penal - www.foropenal.com

By September 18, 2020, Foro Penal 

had registered 15.570 arbitrary arrests 

in Venezuela since January 1st, 2014. 

870 civilians have been presented 

before Military Courts. Up to date, we 

have accumulated 3.499 political 

prisoners. From those, 3.165 have 

obtained full liberty or release under 

diverse modalities.

By April 2014, we had 117 political 

prisoners in our country. The number 

by September 18, 2020, is 334, out of which 22 are 

women. Besides, 9.255 persons were or still are unfairly 

submitted to judicial processes under caution measures.

Last week were published the conclusions of the 

United Nations’ Mission for Determining Facts about 

Venezuela, officially called Fact Finding Mission (FFM). 

Such report clearly underlines, in the first place, that a 

systematic commission of lese humanity crimes has 

happened; that such has been 

addressed against civil 

population; and also that it has 

been demonstrated punctually, 

via specific cases very well 

documented of murders, 

tortures, and arbitrary 

detentions for political reasons. 

Secondly, FFM’s report remarks 

that, for the first time are 

mentioned by their full names 

those who are possibly 

responsible for the commission of crimes, at the levels of 

direct material executions; and also of others along the 

chain of command, who knew about the aforementioned 

actions and should have impeded them. In addition, the 

document states that judges and district attorneys have 

been responsible as well, either by action or by omission; 

and have therefore become authors and accomplices in 

persecution for political reasons, apart from contributing 

to impunity in cases of violations of Human Rights.
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In January 2020, the Central 
University of Venezuela (UCV) started 
activities in the middle of protests: 
surveillance workers have been 
denouncing low salaries, inadequate 
labor conditions, and the lack of 
equipments for guaranteeing security 
within that Campus. Jointly with such 
conflict of watchmen and their Board 
of Directors, outstands the present 
pandemic context. According to this group of workers, 
Covid-19 means a strong additional impact on their 
functions; and the entire situation worsens due to 
limitations in public transport; to the shortage of cash; 
and to the imposition of a radical quarantine in the 
neighbor states of La Guaira and Miranda, where the 
majority of them reside: thus, reports on absentism are 
frequent, and so is the impossibility of covering UCV 
installations with a reduced number of watchmen. Last 
March 2020, an inform on the personnel’s movements in 
and out emitted by the Surveillance Direction of UCV, 
revealed that ten watchmen had been pensioned and four 
had resigned voluntarily; but only two new watchmen had 
been enlisted.

During visits paid recently by students and professors 

to UCV premises, testimonies of 
active watchmen were collected. 
Many of them denounce having to 
pass hours without aliments; 
unavailability of drinking water; and 
not counting on appropriate 
bio-security equipments (gloves and 
face-masks). As for surveillance itself, 
watchmen denounce not having 
radios, nor other communication 

devices for cases of emergency, nor vehicles for 
patrolling. No wonder that, between March and August 
2020, in Caracas’s main Alma Mater have occurred at 
least eight events of burglary of specialized and 
technological assets and vandalic acts against UCV sites.

This deficit in UCV’s working and wages conditions of 
security personnel is not new, anyway. Therefore, 
instability and low efficiency in safeguarding activities 
within our principal Alma Mater generate an environment 
of risky insecurity, in which all of this university 
community finds itself submitted and vulnerable. Apart of 
a progressive deterioration of public services, bad state of 
many infrastructures, lack of necessary academic 
equipments and other inputs, and a constant budgetary 
reduction.

UCV’s security in a pandemic context

REDUNI - www.redunivenezuela.com

Mission for Determining Facts points out that lese humanity
crimes have occurred in Venezuela

PROVEA - www.derechos.org.ve

In a Report published last 
September 16, the Independent 
Mission for Determining Facts, 
mandated by the United Nations 
Organizations (UNO), revealed that 
crimes against humanity have 
happened in Venezuela, among 
them extra-judicial executions; 
forced disappearances; arbitrary 
detentions; and torture and other 
cruel, inhumane, and degrading 
mistreatments -all of them committed since 2014. This 
document means an advance in searching for justice; one 
more step ahead for amplifying the voices of victims of 
abuses against human dignity.

The report is full of details along over 400 pages. It 
ratifies the existence of a systematic State policy of 
violations of Human Rights; and the participation of 
several institutions and high-level governmental officials, 
ranging from the president of the Republic himself to 
ministers -Defense, Internal Affairs and Justice- and 

Chiefs and Directors of security 
and intelligence organisms, as well 
as district attorneys and judges in 
our country.

From these revelations 
onwards, we can observe a wide 
fan of possibilities, aiming at 
making those who are responsible 
respond before judicial tribunals, 
who will establish definite 

liabilities. The document is a most important and blunt 
input for going ahead in the preliminary exam by the 
International Penal Court. (IPC). We, Venezuelan NGOs, 
support a prorogation of the UNO’s  Mission mandate by 
the Council of Human Rights, in order to deepen 
investigations, as long as it may be necessary.
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UNO Mission: links of corruption with violations of HHRR
merit a more profound investigation

Transparencia Venezuela - www.transparencia.org.ve

The Independent Mission for 
Determining Facts, established by 
the Organization of United Nations 
(UNO), denounced that, since 2014, 
the government of Venezuela and 
its State security corps have 
committed grave violations of 
Human Rights considered as Lese 
humanity crimes; and underlined 
that one of the critical factors that 
merit a more profound investigation 
is corruption, for its effects.

“One elements in Venezuelan 
crisis that merit a more profound investigation is the 
linking of corruption with grave violations of Human 
Rights. Diverse sources of information consulted by the 
Mission -all of them are or were members of the 
government or of military forces- have pointed out that a 
causing factor for violations of HHRR identified in this 
Report are personal economic benefits derived from 
capturing State institutions, which is a strong motivation 
for governmental agents’ intention to keep in Power and 
to guarantee impunity”, affirms the document of over 400 
pages, rendered last Wednesday.

The Mission’s Report also says 
that, up to August 2020, there are 
more than 85 investigations or 
penal procedures in 21 different 
foreign jurisdictions, who accuse 
Venezuelan persons, including 
political actors and high-level 
military officers, for offences 
concerning corruption. This 
information resulted from data 
registered by Transparencia 
Venezuela about the international 
criminal network that has profited 
public funds, especially resources 

from PDVSA, aiming at personal enrichment as well as at 
sustaining a structure of social and political control of our 
country.
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Defiende Venezuela - www.defiendevenezuela.org
Defiende Venezuela and Observatorio DDHH -ULA join efforts 
in favor of inmate who has arthritis

On July 13, 2020, the 
organizations Defiende 
Venezuela and Observatorio 
DDHH -ULA (Los Andes 
University) presented a petition 
of caution measures before the 
Inter-American Commission of 
Human Rights (IACHR), in favor 
of Oscar Adolfo Morales 
Betancourt, who is bereft of 
liberty and suffers from 
psoriasis arthritis. Obviously, he is deprived now from 
his adequate medical treatment.

Morales has endured for over 10 years that chronic 
degenerative illness, that produces inflammation and 
pain in articulations. Despite this condition, Venezuelan 
State tribunals have  declared irrelevant, or has omitted 
a pronouncement, whenever diverse judicial appeals 
have been presented: either soliciting protection, or 
waving, or desistance, or substitution of preventive 

imprisonment for a measure of 
house for jail, or any other 
caution figure that permits his 
translation to a health center.

Given this circumstance of 
disrespect to the rights to life 
and health of Oscar Moreles, 
Defiende Venezuela and 
Observatorio de DDHH-ULA 
asked for appropriate caution 

measures; and obtained international protection for 
him, via IACHR’s measure 662-20 −September 2nd, 
2020 – and resolution 53/2020.




